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THE BEST SELLING MAGAZINE FOR THE 

AMSTRAD PCW 



ISSUE 35 • AUGUST 1989 • £1.75 




TIPOFFS • COMPETITION • LANGFORD • POSTSCRIPT 



When Amstrad wanted to 

make a better PCW, they 

bought LocoScript 2 

When you want to make 

your PCW better, you too 

can buy LocoScript 2* 



LOCOSCRIPT 2 GIVES YOU: 



QUICKER USE 

I Fast movement around documents 

I Jump direct to a page 

I Save and continue from last position 

BETTER RESULTS 

I Choice of over 300 printers 

I Improved characters on the built-in printer 

I New characters (including Greek and Cyrillic) 

I Special scientific characters 

I Use accents with any character 



EASIER OPERATION 

■ Multiple printed copies 

■ Disc copying direct from LocoScript 

■ New user guide with glossary and 
quick reference 

■ Improved HND and EXCHANGE 

COMPATIBILITY 

■ Familiar feel of LocoScript menus 

■ Use existing LocoScript documents 

■ FREE upgrade of LocoMail and 
LocoSpell 



Locomotive Software's LocoScript! is supplied with the 
PCW9512, but is also available for your PCW8256I8512, 

LocoScript 2 costs just £24.95 including VAT and UK postage 
(*but of course, it won't turn your 8256/8512 into a 9512). 
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Contact Locomotive Software for father details of 
LocoScript 2 and other Locomotive products for 
the PCW - ask for our 16 page detailed brochure. 




LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Allen Court, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH4 lYL 
(0306) 740606 



8000 
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NEWS 

People, products and places 

VERTICAL SOFTWARE 

A look at packages written for specific trades 

ERROR MESSAGES 

How helpful are they? 

CASE IN POINT 

Special safari edition 

CP/M 

Ready, get SET, go! 

MUSICAL PCW 

Two MIDI packages reviewed 

QUICKIES 

A LocoFile tutorial and an indexer 

LOCOMAIL MATHS 

Tidy sums - and how to store them 

SUPERCALC 2 

Small business book-keeping - the easy way 

RAM NEWS 

Industrial editor of the year interviewed 

FAMILY CIRCLE 

Eric Moulder keeps friends and relatives informed 

MODEMS 

What? Where? And for how much? 

HOW TO PROGRAM 

Geoffrey Childs does some reconnoitering 

DATA PROTECTION 

Caught in the Act? 

LANGFORD 

Woh sasy we atler hsi pocy? 

LISTINGS 

Terrific type-ins for BASIC boffins 

TIPOFFS 

Your favourite software saviours 

GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 

Word processors, accounts/payroll, utilities and DTP 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

Bargain-hunters haggle here! 

POST SCRIPT 

Last but not least 

BACK PAGE COMPETITION 

Win this one and you'll be completely loco 
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Case in Point 

Derek Robertson becomes 
Sales Tax Advisor in The Gambia 



RAM News 

Michael and 
Marion 
, Hardman 
share the 
secret of their 




Modems 

Steve Patient 
looks at the best 
in the west 



KIMIN 



for all your 



TEL: 01-567 7313 



COMPUTER SUPPLIES 



13% OFF ALL PRICES FOR OVERSEAS BUYERS. I Callers welcome 9.30am - late 



MAIL ORDER + EXPORT HOTLINE 01-567 7313 

Official orders welcome from Post & Packing (UK Only); 

PLC. Government & Educational Ribbons 25p each 

establishments. Computer Paper £3 per Box 

ALL PRODUCTS CARRY All other items 50p each 

KCS GUARANTEE Computer/Printers £7.50 (by courier) 



ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE VAT 

(Overseas orders deduct 13%) (PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE) 



Kavin Computer Supplies Ltd 

106 South Ealing Road 

Ealing London W5 4QL 

Tel: 01-567 7313 

Fax:01-578 2352 

Telex: 947838 GEEWS Dept KCS 

Callers Welcome 9.30-5.30 




YOU ORDER BY 3PM 
WE DESPATCH BY 4PM 

(subject to availability) 



AMSTRAD HARDWARE 

Popular Wordprocessors 

PCW 8256 Single Drive/256k Memory/VDU/ 
Keyboard/Dot Matrix Printer £368.00 

PCW 8512 Double Drive/51 2k Memory/VDU/ 
Keyboard/Dot Matrix Printer £483.00 

PCW 9512 Single Drive/51 2k 
Memory/VDU/Keyboard/Daisywheel Printer £499.00 



Acoustic Hood for PCW 9512 Daisy 

Wlieel Printer £95.00 

Printer Maintenance kit (for 8256/8512 

dot matrix printer) £16.50 



ANS 20L 

DISK STORAGE 

Box Clever - protect your disks 
with higti quality perspex, lockable 
storage boxes. Holds 18 3" disks & case: 
ONLY E7.50 




DISK STORAGE 



LOCKABLE DISK BOXES 

Model Size 

DD40L 373.5" 

CS100L 3.5" 

DD150L 6.25" 

DD100L 5.25" 



Capacity 


Price 


40 


£7.50 


100 


£13.90 


50 


£7.90 


100 


£11.70 



Additional Disk Drive for 8256/9512 £132.00 

Modem V21/V23 £99.95 

RS232 Interface £51.75 

8256 Memory Upgrade POA 

Trade in your old PCW 

Part Exchange your 8256/8512 

for PC1 51 2/1 640 

CALL FOR LATEST PRICES! 



3" DISK DRIVE ONLY 

CLEANING KIT £7.50 

Pnnter Maintenance Kit £16.00 



FLOPPY DISKS 



1 Box 2 or more 

3M 5.25" DS/DD £11.50 £10.75 

Kodak 5.25" DS/DD £12.50 £12.00 

3M Sony 3.5" DS/DD £1 6.50 £1 5.75 

All discs are guaranteed. 
We do not stock cheap disks 



PCW BOOKS 

Advanced Amstrad Basic (Locom) £12.95 

Amstrad 8256/8512 More 

Wordprocessing £9.95 

Amstrad GP/M Plus £12.95 

Amstrad Gomms (CPC/PCW) £8.95 

Amstrad Companion (Mallard) £7.95 

Amstrad Wordprocessing (8256) £8.95 

Introduction to CP/M Plus on Amstrads ....£7.95 

Get Started 8256/8512 £7.95 

Mastering Amstrad Guide/WP 

Amstrad 8256 £5.95 

Practical Amstrad Wordprocessing £7.95 



PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 



PCW GAMES 

Starglider £19.96 

Pawn £19.96 

Gyruss Cfiess II £14.00 

Times. Magic £11.96 

Clock Ctiess GP £14.96 

Bridge Player £18.00 

Leather Goddesses £20.00 

Head Over Heels £14.96 

Draughts/Checkers £14.95 

Matchday II £14.95 

Ballyhoo £20.00 

Scrabble Deluxe £20.00 

Hitchhikers Guide £20.00 

Tomahawk £20.00 

Backgammon GP £14.95 

Knight Ore £19.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13.50 

Strike Force Harrier £19.95 

Jinxter £24.95 



Courier 10 
Letter Gothic 10/12 
Thesis PS 
Orator 1 
Mini Gothic 15 

£5.80 each 



Recta 10 
Script 12 
Prestige Pica 1 
Prestige Elite 12 



VOLUfVIE PURCHASERS CALL FOR ASSIS- 
TANCE - GOVERNMENT EDUCATIONAL S 
OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOME. 

KAVIN COMPUTER 
SUPPLIES LTD 

106 South Ealing Road, 

Ealing, London W5 4QL 

Telex: 947838 

Fax: 01 578 2352 

VAT INCLUDED IN PRICE 

TEL: 01 567 7313 



RIBBONS 

LOW LOW PRICES 

Ask for quantity discount 

2 

PCW 8256/851 2/LQ3600 £3.90 

8256/8512 Red or Blue £4.90 

8256/8512 Carbon £4.90 

DMP 2000/3000 £2.80 

PCW9512 £3.86 

PCW9512 Red or Blue £4.85 

Minimum of 2 



4+ 

£3.70 
£4.65 
£4.66 
£2.60 
£3.76 
£4.75 



PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 

Many styles available £6.80 



PAPER & LABELS 

2000 sheets 11" x 14.5" IpteOgsm £16.27 

1000 sheets 11" x 9.5" 2pt OTC £19.82 

2000 sheets 11" x 9.5" 1pt60gsm £14.16 

1000 sheets 11" x 9.5" 2pt NCR £23.26 

2000 sheets A4 1pt70gsm Microperf £17.19 

1 000 sheets A4 1 pt 85gsm Microperf £ 1 1 .49 

Labels 1 Across 2 Across 

2000 3i/2" x I7'i8" £8.65- £9.20 

200031/2" X 115/16" £11.74 £11.84 

2000 4" X 17/16" £9.53* £9.65 

20004" X 115/16" £13.00 £12.72 

'Available in Blue. Yellow. Pink, Green (£1 extra) 
OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE 



AMSTRAD PCW 

PRINTER 

MAINTENANCE KIT 




For 8256/851 2 

removes ink deposits maintains 

print quality 

Our Price £16.50 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet St. Editor Plus £43.00 

The Database Publisher (software) £23.00 

Database Desktop Publisher (with mx Mouse).£60.00 

Kempston Mouse £63.25 

Kempston l^ousewith Fleet Street Editor. ...El 09.00 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUIBLISHING 

13 Fonts, Clip Art, Typesetting, 
Cut & Paste Up, Graphic Design. 

Stop Press (Software only) £34.00 

Stop Press & AMX Mouse £69.00 



3" AMSTRAD DISKS 



3" DISKS AMSOFT/MAXELL 

5 10 20 

CF2 £12.95 £23.95 £45.00 

CF2-DD £29.00 £49.95 £90.00 



DUST COVERS 



PCW 9512 (3 piece) £12.45 

PCW 8256/8612 (3 piece) £11 .45 

PC1640 (2 piece) £9.60 

PC1512 (2 piece) £8.60 

DMP 2000/3000/31 60 £4.60 

DMP 4000 £6.60 

LQ3500 £4.60 

Eliminates dust and static with these attractive- 
ly designed dust covers 




DA\TAf«T 



DAATAFAX By Kempston 

Diary/Phonebook/Calendar/Notepad 

Filofax on your PCW £33.50 

Stationery £6.95 

GIFT PACK (with Stationery/Binder) ..£42.00 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs - Wordprocessor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communications Interactive 

OUR PRICE ONLY £33.35 



COPYHOLDERS 




With 

adjustable arm 

80 column 

£14.50 

132 Column 

£19.50 

Desk Top 

£8.90 




£16.95 



-WITH 

lUIAINS 

FOUR GANG 

SURGE PROTECTOR 



SOFTWARE 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Popular Accounts £66.95 

Sage Payroll £48.50 

Sage Invoice/Stock Control £48.50 

Sage Accounts Plus £106.00 

Camsoft Invoice/Stock/Sales Ledger. £79.95 

Camsoft Payroll £39.95 

MAP Integrated £106.00 

Money Manager Plus £28.75 

Tasman Tasword 8000 £18.40 

Tasman Tasprint 8000 £11.60 

Tasman Taspell 8000... £13.80 

Tasman Tas Sign £23.00 

Arnor Pretext £40.25 

Newword II £49.45 

Locomail 2 £31.96 

Locospell for Loco II £19.50 

Locospell + Locoscript II £32.50 

Locoscript II : £23.00 

Locofont £18.00 

Locofile £28.00 

Amsoft Supercalc II £48.50 

Newstar Cracker II £38.60 

Database Manager Plus £28.75 

Datastorell £32.50 

Sage Retrieve £48.30 

Camsoft Cambase II £34.50 

Masterfile 8000 £33.95 

dBase II £75.90 

DRDraw £34.50 

DR Graph £34.50 

Electric Studio Lightpen + Newsdesk £66.00 



COMMUNICATION 



Linnet V21/V23 Modem (needs RS232 inter- 
face). Autodialing & Answering. Hayes 
Compatible. 32 Names store. 

3 Help l^enus ■ £148.35 

Sage Chit-Chat Software £84.99 

Sage Chit-Chat + Linnet Modem £209.50 

French Mistress Kosmos £16.96 

German Master Kosmos £16.95 

Spanish Tutor Kosmos £16.96 

Italian Tutor Kosmos £16.95 

SPECIAL OFFER ON TYPING 
TUTORS 

lansyst Crash Typing £19.50 

lansyst Two Fingers Touchtype Course. .£19. 50 

Mass Easy Labeller £26.45 

Rotate £19.96 

Digital Pascal MT-i- £39.00 

Digital C Basic £39.00 

Prospell £23.00 

Arnor C £43.70 

Arnor Maxam £43.70 

Digita Personal Tax Planner £23.00 



NEWS PLUS 



FOREWORD 



You've never had 
it so good 

There seems to be trouble at 
t'PCW mill In these halcyon days 
of high summer. So many pro- 
ducts promised, so few arriving, 
and that one immediately falling 
over. Should we be dismayed at 
the failure of these products to 
actually appear? I think not. 

With three quarters of a 
million PCWs in Britain and 
many more around the world, 
there is an enormous market 
potential for any company. 
Tapping into it, however, isn't 
always that easy. 

PCW owners are only too 
aware that they bave bought a 
complete system, all the 
hardware and software they 
need to get the job done. 

Other computer owners are 
forever fretting about adding a 
disc drive, or a printer, or a piece 
of software; they have to think 
about buying extras in order to 
get their computer to do the 
things they'd like it to do. We can 
just switch on and get on with 
the job from day one. 

But what about those folk 
who'd like to sell thousands of 
PCW owners a little something 
extra? No manufacturer can 
afford to spend a lot of money on 
new products without seeing if 
there's going to be a market for 
them; they have to test the water 
with trial advertisments and a 
few prototypes of whatever it is 
they're selling. If they're lucky, 
business will prove brisk but not 
too brisk . 

In some ways the worst thing 
that can happen is for a sudden 
massive demand to develop 
which swamps a company's 
ability to manufacture the 
goodies and also overwhelms 
their administrative system. This 
is when problems of customer 
confidence develop. 

The number of companies 
testing the PCW market goes to 
show that it's still an active one. 
The future looks good even if the 
present is proving a shade 
frustrating. 

Spare Database a soupcon 
of sympathy. Mini Office was 
written in the C language, we 
hear that the original prog- 
rammer is long gone. Read a 
litle C code and weep for his 
replacement. 
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Pretext Competition 
Winners 

The lights were dimmed. The 
audience was hushed. The 
cards were drawn from the 
office beret by a nervous 
pouting Editor and the names 
read in the sonorous, earthy 
voice of the Production Editor. 
Those names were: 

• 1 St. Mrs G A Price 

Dudley 
W Midlands 

• 2nd KTEades 

Coventry 
Warwickshire 

• 3rd William Bosley 

Bath 
Avon 

The results of last month's 
Tempmates competition will be 
announced in next month's 
news. But before all that, make 
sure to look at the back page 
for the chance to win lots of 
LocoScript goodies! 



Subscription Rate 
Changes 



We said we could only hold it for a 
month. The subscription rate for 
8000 Plus will now be £21 ; as 
usual, however, this includes a 
whole host of freebies! 



Self-Publicists 
Abound 



According to John Hunt, a partner 
in the Cumbrian-based 
Groundwork Group Development: 
"The series of articles in 8000 Plus 
about self-publishing described so 
many of the problems we'd 
encountered trying to get together 
decent quality books on a tight 
budget. We felt we could offer a 
unique package....". 

The Cumbrian based company 
came up with Into Print, a 
publishing support service. What 
this means is that they will take 




Groundwork's John Hunt with friends. 



text from 3" discs in either 
LocoScript or Ascii form and 
typset your efforts. They began 
the company three years ago with 
two PCWs. Nowadays they have 
an Apple LaserWriter and a great 




by Tim Smith 



Discs? There's 
Millions of Them! 



As we predicted in the f^^ay 
edition (issue 32), the situation as 
regards 3" discs has taken a turn 
for the better. At long, long last 
the good news is here. There will 
be 3" CF2 discs by the million 
coming into the shops soon! 

Six million discs, 
manufactured by Panasonic in 
Japan, have been bought by 
Amstrad in a recent deal. It is not 
known, at the moment, whether 
they will be packaged with the 
hard plastic cases of old or the 
newer paper jackets; but as the 
discs themselves are sturdy 
enough this should make no 
difference to their life expectancy. 

The sudden influx has been 
triggered as Amstrad have now 
worked out a strategy in relation 
to 3* disc users. (It should be 
noted that it is not just PCW 
owners who make use of this 
format, there are also owners of 
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More discs than you 


know what to do with? 



with CPCs and Sinclair +3s). 

According to sources within 
Amstrad, the whole marketing 
policy relating to the discs has 
been changed. Happily, the 
company have decided to include 
the 3" discs within the corporate 
fold as opposed to farming them 
out as in previous years. With 
Amstrad's normally shrewd 
interpretation of their markets this 
bodes very well indeed for the 
future of the PCW range. 

Peter Roback, Product 
Marketing Manager for software 
and peripherals, assured us that 
Amstrad have every intention of 
staying in the 3" disc market (of 
which they are undoubtedly the 
market leaders) in the 
foreseeable future. 

His overall comment on the 
matter was, "The success of the 
PCW range has soaked up vast 
quantities of CF2 discs, but I can 
now assure end users that they 
will have no problems purchasing 
them from now on..." 

As had been expected the 
price of the discs will change. A 
sum of £2.99 will probably be the 
general retail value. It would 
seem that the atmosphere 
surrounding the PCW is getting 
healthier and healthier as each 
day goes by! 



deal of experience to help budding 
authors and authoresses. 

Other services offered by 
Groundwork include training, 
editorial help and other literary 
aids. The company welcomes 
anyone with a short book, a 
pamphlet, field guide, training 
manual or educational package. 
Non-fiction, though, is vastly 
preferred, as John Hunt told us 
"...we don't want to be a third rate 
vanity publisher." 

Simple page design and laser 
printing costs from £5 per page. 
For a more comprehensive 
package, they will charge around 
£10 per page. John Hunt can be 
contacted on the following number 
(05395) 33600. 




Dingbyte 

What is the computer related 
word or phrase? No prizes 
but the answer's on page 8. 

August 89 8000 PLUS 5 



THE WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 

Remember Our Prices Include V.A.T. & Carriage! 



COMPUTERS 



Amstrad PCW s + hree Uisc biorage box a 
3" Disc Containing Database, Graphs Pack, 
Psychological Test + Games Etc. 

PCW8256 £374.95 

PCW8512 £469.95 

PCW9512 £515.00 

PC'S (IBM COMPATs) : 
Call For Very Low Prices For: Samsung, 
Amstrad (including the PC2Q00 Series), ITC 
(XT S AT's), Opus, Sanyo, Commodore PC's 
And More - Including:- 

Thinking of Upgrading to a PC? 



* The Executive Range From Osicom • 

Sample Prices: Executive 88/10 

10Mhz/640k RAM/Amber Ivlonitor/Single Disc 

Drive/101 Key AT Style Keyboard 4 Expansion 

Slots and 20Mb Hard Disc! - We use them on 

our own Network System - All in at E872.85 

Send for our FREE catalogue 

As above but 40MBi Only -- £993.60 

Executive 286/12 - Network Master!'' 

12.5Mhz/640k RAM/Amber Monitor/20Mb 

Hard Disk + Diskcache/101 Key Keyboard 

(EGA Card as standard) £1 1 78.75 

As above but 44MB & EGA! £1 737.65 



MODEMS 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMb 

WS4000 £179.95 

WS4000PCW, c/w Integral Interface 

For The PCW & Connecting Leadi...£l 79.95 

PACE - MODEMS 

Linnet- Intelligent, V21/V23 £149.95 

Cable to PCW Interface £15.99 

Dialup - Communications Software £67.75 

• BED DUST COVER SET » 

« PCW8256/8512 £11.95 • 

• PCW9512 £13.95 • 

• PC1640/1512 state col or mono £9.00 • 

» Amstrad PPQ £6.00 » 

» Pace Disc Drive Cover £5.75 • 

• Please State Model When Ordering » 









* • » Linl( Your PCW To A PC! * • * 

If you wish to run your accounts on a PC but use 

your trusty PCW as a very cost effective 
workstation (and as a stand alone PCW!) send 
for details of Compact Accounts PC2PC system! 

SCHNEIDER - (IBM Compatibles) 

The full range is available, from W,B,B.S. at 

very competitive prices. 

Portable PC's - 

Amstrad PPC, Z88, Schneider AT etc. 

Printers come in all shapes and sizes to suit 

the job you have in mind - or your pocket! 

We can supply 9 to 24 pin and daisywheels 

through to lasers;- Citizen (With their 2 Year 

Guarantee), Amstrad including the LQ3500 & 

LQ6000, Panasonic, Hewlett Packard, and 

More! 

Example Prices: 

Low Cost/ High Performance Dot Matrix: 

Citizen 120D/Parallei Interface £155,00 

Citizen HQP45 24 Pin 132 Column £399,00 

Citizen HQP40 24 Pin 80 Column £419,00 

Low Cost/High Performance Daisywheel 
GPR2000 or DWP 1120 - SPECIAL OFFER - 
Normally Reduced Price only £279.95 NOW 
for a short period only £249.95 



PCW HARDWARE 



PCW 2nd 3 drive (FD4) tV9.yb 

Memory Upgrade - Prices Down !!! £54.95 

Timalic 20MB PCW Hard Disk £569,95 



PACE 5,25" 2nd drive - with its own built in 
interface. Comes with FREE TDOS S 
external power supply. Very easy to fit. 
We use one for data transfer from PCW/PC/ 
PCW! £184.95 



'MARGIN MAKER' - Aligns paper £10.50 

'PERFECT MARGINS' - as above £8.99 

PCW 8256/8512 Shoulder Bag £22.95 

PCW 951 2 Shoulder Bag £33.35 

S.C.A. Serial / Parallel Interface - 

With Real Time Clock! £57.75 

Without Real Time Clock £47.75 

Amsoft or Pace SER/PAR Interface £54.95 

Spike Protector Plug - Helps Protect 

Computers Against Power Surges £11.75 

PCWaOOO's Wire Printer Stand £10.50 

Universal Printer Stand - any size £16.95 

Data Switches -2+1 £39.95 

Accoustic Hood For 9512 Printer £37.89 

3" Disc Head Cleaner £8.95 

Printer Cleaning Kit - PCWBOOO'S £16.75 

Mouse Mats £4.99 



SOFTWARE 



The New Mini Office Professional Plus 
(r.r.p. £49.95) W.B.B.S. Price E34.45 

WORDPROCESSORS 

Pretext - Full System: Wordprocessor/ 

Spellchecker/ Mail^ierge £39.75 

Pretext Filer (needs Protext) £19.75 

Protexl Office (needs Pretext) £26.75 

Pocket Protext: Wordpro. Only £25.75 



If you are not CERTAIN as to what your 
requirements are please phone. 



GF2 3 for the POW/CrO x 10 KU.A, 

CF2 3" for the PCW/CPC x 5 PO,A. 

3.5" Athana DS/DD Discs X 10 £15.95 

5.25"Xidex DS/DD Discs X 10 £7.49 

5.25" Xidex DS/DD Discs x 25 £15.99 

5.25" Xidex DS/DD Discs x 50 £29.49 

5.25" Xidex DS/DD Discs X 100 £54.95 

5.25" 3M DS/DD Discs X 10 £11.25 

5.25" 3M DS/DD Discs x 50 £49.75 

DISC STORAGE 

DS10 CF2 3" (Holds 10) £6.25 

DS40L 3"/3.5" Lockable £9.75 

GT-3100 3"/3.5" Lockable £11.75 

CT-50 5.25" (Holds 50) Lockable £9.75 

DS100L 5.25" (Holds 100) Lockable £11.75 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
REFRESH! - Black Re-Inking Spray £8.95 

Extends fabric ribbon life - will re-ink up to 30 
ribbons!!! 
Excellent Value Compatlbles:- 

PCW 8256 Fabric (14m length) x 2 £7.49 

PCW 8256 Carbon Multistrike x 2 £7.49 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike x 2 £6.99 

PCW 9512 New Fabric Type x 2 £6.99 

AMSTRAD BRANDED 

PCW8256 Fabric X 2 £14.99 

PCW8256 Carbon Multistrike x 2 £14.99 

PCW9512 Carbon Multistrike x 2 £13,99 

PCW9512 New Fabric Type x 2 £13,99 

NEW! - COLOUR RIBBONS:- 

PCW 8000 Series Fabric: 

Green / Red / Blue / Brown / Yellow / Purple / 

Magenta or Cyan, 

Any Two £10.75 

Any Five £26.75 

Any Ten £49.75 

* Many Other Ribbon Types Available * 

COMPUTER PAPER 
11 " x9.5" Continuous:- 

SP/05 1 ply plain - 500 sheets £7.95 

SP/10 1 ply plain - 1000 sheets £11.95 

SP/20 1 ply plain - 2000 sheets £16.95 

DP/05 2 ply plain - 500 sheets £16.95 

DP/10 2 ply plain - 1000 sheets £26.95 

11" X 14.5" Contlnuous:- 

1 ply plain - 500 sheets £9.95 

1 ply plain- 1000 sheets £11.95 

1 ply plain - 2000 sheets £24.95 

A4 - (True A4) 80 gsm - Contlnuous:- 

500 X Plain white/micro pert £12,95 

1000 X RIain white/micro pert £19.95 

2000 X Plain white/micro perf £32.95 

A4 - (True A4) - Single Sheets:- 

Plain white - 500 sheets £7.95 

Plain white- 1000 sheets £14.95 

Labels - With Sprocket Holes:- 

One Wide 3 l/2" x 1 7/16" - 500 £6.95 

OneWide3l/2" Xl 7/16"- 1000 £11.95 

One Wide 3 1/2- x 1 7/16--2000 £21.95 

One Wide 3 1/2" x 1 7/16" - 4000 £39.95 

I 1 

We strive hard to be ttie friendliest andi 

most helpful place around vi/ith low [ 

prices and fast despatch with after- 1 

sales support that will bring you back ] 

for more ■ we hope! 1 



Swallowtail Software Presents:- 

PRO-EAZE 

A complete set of business utility programs 
for the serious user of Protext who does not 
have the time to get the best out of the 
program themselves. Comprises invoicing, 
ordering, settlement of suppliers invoices and 
many other useful documents (further details 

upon request) only £14.95 

WORTH GETTING PROTEXT FOR! 

Locofile - links with Loco II £27,75 

Lococombo - Locoscript II & Spell £31,75 

Locoscript II - New Version £21,75 

Locomail II £27,75 

Locospell II £17,45 

Locofonts £17,45 

Locofont II £13,75 

Tas-Print8000 £11,75 

Tas-Sign 8000 £24,75 

Digita 'E Type ■ £27,75 

M,A.S.S. Easy Labeller £28.75 

Database Spellcheck/Thesaurus £22.75 

SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalc II £39.75 

Cracker II Turbo £39.95 

Rotate - Sideways Printing! £21.75 

DATABASES 

Comix Card Index - Simple To Use £29.75 

Masterfile 8000 £33.75 

Database Manager At Last Plus £28.75 

dBase II ne»i release! £79.95 

Digita - Datastore II £28.95 

ACCOUNTS 



If you are unsure exactly which package 
you need for your particular business 
please 'phone and we will describe the 
strengths & weaknesses of the various 
packages in clear jargonless terms - but 
leave you to decide. 



Money Manager Plus £27.75 

Meridian Stockmarket 29.75 

CORNIX 

Simple Accounts II - PCW £94.95 

Job Estimating - v2 £74.95 

Product Costing - v2 £74.95 

Vital - New Out! 

The Income Processor £29.75 

The Savings Processor £29.75 

MICRO SIMPLEX 

VAT Made Simple - A/Cs System £115.00 

Micro Pub Stock £115.00 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS -Unbeatable! 

Accounts £159.75 

Accounts Plus £189.75 

Payroll £77.95 

Daybook (And Other Titles at) £54.95 

CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Inbusiness (Integrated) £137.75 

Simple Invoicing £32.75 

Diner: Restaurant/Take Away A/Cs £55.95 

Homeview: Estate Agents - Program £184.95 

Newsboy: Newspaper Del. - Program. .£55. 95 

Re-Chord: Music Library - Program ....£29.95 

New! - Hotel System - Send for Details 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS: ■ 

PSIL -Integrated. Stock/lnv/Sales/ 

Purch/Nom £97.75 

PSPN - Int. Sales/Purch/Nom £73.45 

PPAY- Payroll (And Other Titles) £37.25 

SAGE ACCOUNTS:- 

Popular Accounts £85.95 

Popular Accounts Plus £127.75 

Popular Accounts Super £159.75 

MAP ACCOUNTS:- 

Integrated Accounts £119.75 

Payroll (And Other Titles at) £57.75 



DTP AND GRAPHICS 

Stop Press and Mouse £69.75 

Stop Press Software Only £32.75 

Desktop Pub & Mouse £59.75 

Desktop Publisher £19.95 

Master Paint £17.75 

Master Scan £55.75 

Master Pack (Scan & Paint) £62.75 



TRAINING 



REELTIME 

Top Quality Training Course On Disc With 
Instructor On Audio Tape. 

PCW9512 - Locoscript II £34.44 

PCW8255/8512 - Locoscript £34.44 

PCW8256/8512 - Locoscript II £34.44 

CP/M - Learn to use your computer! £34,44 

Supercalc II £34.44 

dBase II £34.44 

lANSYST 

Crash Course In Typing - beginners £19.75 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £19.75 

KOSMOS - LANGUAGE TUTORS 

Choose from the French Mistress, the German 
Master, the Spanish Tutor or the Italian Tutor 
each at only £15,75 

EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £13.75 

World Wise £13.75 

TOPOLOGIKA 

Giantkiller (Maths Adv 9-16 yrs) £14.75 

Other Versions Available 

REACH THE TOP WITH LCL 

LCL; Micro Maths 8-Adult £24.00 

LCL:Micro English 8-Adult £24.00 

* Buy both and get £5.00 off total ! ' 
SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age 9 - adult £13.75 

Magic Maths - age 4 - 8 £13.75 

Maths Mania - age 8 -12 £13.75 

Better Maths - age 12 • 16 £13.75 

Physics - age 12 - 16 £18.45 

Chemistry - age 12 -16 £18.45 

Biology -age 12- 16 £18.45 



PLEASE - If you are not certain what 
you are ordering does what you expect, 
contact us first ! ! ! 



LEISURE 



ADVENTURE GAMES 

Yes Chancellor! (UK Economy sim) £14.75 

Fish! £18.75 

Lancelot - 3 Adventures In One £14.75 

Leather Goddesses Of Phobos! £22.75 

* The Professional Adventure Writer * 

' Write Your Own Adventures! " £20.70 

Corruption £18.75 

Silicon Dreams £15.75 

Time And Magik - 3 games £11.75 

Acheton £14.75 

Kingdom of Hamil £14.75 

Guild of Thieves £18.75 

* * * SIMULATIONS • * * 

Heathrow Traffic Control And Southern Belle 

(Train Simulation) £14.75 

A.C.E. Flight Simulator £14,75 

A,C,E, -I- Joystick + Interface £29,95 

Kempston Interface + Joystick £24.95 

Kempston Joystick Interface Only £14.95 

Tomahawk - Flight Simulation £17.75 

Strike Force Harrier £17.75 

■ " ■ ACTION * * * 

Tetris £17.75 

Living Daylights £11.95 

Brian Cloughs Football Fortunes £12.75 

Match Day II -Animated Football! £11.75 

Batman £11.75 

Head Over Heels £11.75 

Classic Collection I - 3 Games £14.25 

Classic Collection II - 3 Games £14.25 

* * * TABLE GAMES • * * 

Clock Chess 89 - Very Powerful £16.75 

Cyrus II Chess- Great Graphics £15.75 

Colossus IV Chess- Very Strong £15.75 

Trivial Pursuit £17.45 

Bridge Player 2000 £11.95 

Colossus IV Bridge £13.75 

Steve Davis Snooker- Superb! £11.75 

Classic Games 4 - Compilation £17.75 



Callers Welcome But Strictly By Appointment Please 

If you see anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy Office open 9a.m. to 5p.m. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 

U.K. Buyers just pay the price you see! POSTAGE & VAT ARE INCLUDED. 

This advert constitutes an invitation to treat - not an offer. 

Goods & Prices etc. subject to availability - trading conditions available upon request - please send S.A.E. for details. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 8/8, CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DYFED. SA19 6PR 

TEL: (0558) 823^82 
Cheques/P.O.S payable to "W.B.B.S." - PLEASE STATE YOUR NEEDS EXACTLY 

GOVT DEPTs / LOCAL & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY ORDERS WELCOMED. 
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Amstrad Care...Official! 

As we reported last month, the 1989 Amstrad Pro-Celebrity Tennis 
Tournament was to be held at the Albert Hall on July 23rd. This star 
spattered evening was no ego massaging exercise but a serious 
attempt to raise money on behalf of the Muscular Dystrophy Group. 

The tournament was organised as a knock-out competition with 
both singles and doubles matches being played. It appears that a 
veritable galaxy of stars turned up to play, including Frank Bruno and 

Richard Attenborough, 
who is the President of 
the group. 

Compered by Jimmy 
Tarbuck, the competition 
ran on through the evening 
and climaxed with a final 
victory for Veejay Amritraj 
and Alan Sugar over John 
Lloyd and Terry Wogan. 

£165,000 was raised 
during the evening. This 
figure is more than twice 
the amount made by 
Alan Sugar and Veejay Amritraj after winning any of the previous 
the Pro-Celebrity Tournament at the Albert Hall, tournaments 




You're Barred!... 
of Avon 



Topologika, who have already 
brought us such games as Return 
to Doom, are publishing another 
one of their text-only adventures 
for the PCW. 

The new addition to the stable 
is entitled Avon, a 
Shakespearian saga. The 
company themselves freely admit 
that they have not yet supplied 
state of the art graphics. But this 
has not stopped them from 
producing some very enjoyable 
outings in the past. 

There is more to Avon than 
the chance to beat witches and 
influence people. Packaged with it 
are a postcard from Stratford-on- 
Avon, documentation in the form of 
a letter, and a free game new to 
the PCW called Murdac. 

Both are said to provide 
interesting puzzles which will 



appeal more to the mature player.' 
This is why we will be reviewing it in 
the very near future. An in-depth 
knowledge of Shakespeare's 
works (or maybe Bacon's or even 
de Vere's) is not essential to the 
game but as the company say - the 
poetry adds to the adventure. 
Avon will cost you £17.50, 
including Murdac and help sheets. 
Topologika can be contacted on 
(0733) 244-629. 
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Two new games or a play to play with? 
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CLUB 



If you run a club, group or organisation which is either PCW or 
CP/M related - or if your club uses any of the PCW range - why 
not write in and tell us? We are always glad to hear from people 
who are starting up new clubs (and in the present climate of 
positive PCW feeling this is no bad idea). So, if you think that 



8000 Plus and Club News might be able to do your club some 
good, you should send the gen to: Clubs News, 8000 Plus, 4 
Queen St, Bath BA1 1 EJ. 

As no letters defending chain letters have come in, we have 
decided, for now, to give the people involved no more publicity. 



Bulletin for You 

This month we kick off the proceedings 
with two new bulletin boards or BBSs as 
they are known. You need a few things to 
access a bulletin board; the first is a 
computer, the second is a modem (see 
the feature on pages 45-47 for more 
information on these), the third is a 
phone number and the fourth is a good 
friend in the accounts department of 
British Telecom. Bulletin boards can 
become addictive. 

Leeds the Way 

The first board we will look at is new on the 
scene and has been set up in Leeds. As 
with a lot of BBSs membership is free. 
Mike Zanker, the sysop (or system 
operator) intends it to be PCW specific. He 
has set aside areas of the board for 
LocoScript and CP/M. He also tells us that 
Leeds PCW is "...particularly suited to the 
first time 'boardwalker', it is very user- 
friendly." We can vouch for this. Finally, as 
an incentive Mike also has plenty of public 
domain software available. He is also 
always on the look out for more. 

Leeds PCW is on-line during the 
following periods: 

Monday to Friday 4pm to 8pm. 

Saturday and Sunday Sam to noon. 
Both 1 275 and 300 baud are supported 
with 8 data bits, no parity and 1 stop bit. 

The phone number is (0532) 796-143. 
So why not give it a ring and support a new 
club from the comfort of your own home? 



You Dirty Rascal! 

The second BBS, which goes by the name 
"King of the Castle" due to the sysop being 
called Chris King, has been going for some 
time now. According to Chhs, the board, 
which is run from an 8512, caters for CP/M 
users. There are several other areas which 
might be of interest. Speciality subjects 
covered are: science fiction, programming, 
adventures and comms. There is also an 
on-line trading game. 

The software for the board is called 
Bulldog and is the same as that used by 
Leeds PCW. When we logged on, it 
seemed fast and friendly and saves your 
money while being amiable. It was whtten 



eus as at 07/0G/89 



I ai<i in need of contributions and nayb 
online Magazine, if you would like to 
position please leave a message to the 
tenenber a CIRL-C will stop this file 
snd CIPL-B can be used to hold and unh 
is going past too fast to read it, Ihe 
in CPM and Atari Public Donain Softwar 
iiiill always be welcone, if you have no 
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Press any key... 

Please renenber this board is NOT onlii 
can be found in the News Section and r( 
about this BB", as outside these tines 
ANSWERED, If you have infornation relal 
are online, please use the Bulletin Bo; 
50 that a full BB list can be compiled 
Please check to make sure the board is 
before adding your entry... 



by a young man called Blane BrambI; more 
about him in the future we hope. 

As with Leeds PCW, King of the Castle is 
free and has plenty of Public Domain 
software to be downloaded. The times you 
will need to know about are as follows: 
Mon to Thurs 8pm to 6.45 am 
Fri 8pm to noon Saturday. 

Sat 6pm to noon Sunday. 

Sun 6pm to 6.45am Monday. 

The following baud rates and settings apply: 
V21 (300/300), V22(1 200/1 200), V23 
(1200/75). 8 data bits, 1 stop bit, no parity. 
Most importantly the phone number is: 
(0233) 620-228. 
Have a good month and keep writing in! 



: 29/06/89 Logged on : 00:06 
= Long nenu )t = Short Menu HELP! 



MAIN MENU 



Tells you what nessage area is selecte 



Changes the current selected area 



Log-off the system (option to leave ne 

to Sysop). 

Move to the Online program system 

Call the Sysop for a chat 

Answer the Questionnaire 

Read messages in the current area 

Scan messages in the current area 

Move to the utility system 

MAIN NENU 



On the left we have King of the Castle while on the right sits Leeds PCW, the new boy. 
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Spiking in Tongue 



The PCW is a fine machine as we 
all know. It rarely makes mistakes 
and if it does, it normally means 
that there are parts which are worn 
out. The only other reason it is 
likely to come a cropper and lose 
your data will be when it gets hit by 
the dreaded power surge or spike. 

There are already a number of 
devices which claim to defeat 
spikes. Apollo Electronic Products 
Ltd have come up with a British 
made range which include the 
following: a plug unit at £12.50, a 
3-way adaptor at £16.00, and 4- 
gang strip adaptor at £35.00. All 
these prices include post, packing 
and VAT. They are all capable of 
absorbing a spike of 4500 
Amps/225 Joules. 

Apollo can be contacted on 
(04858)8156. 




>^ 



A free plug? No they actually do cost 
money but life should be less spiky. 



Feeding Time 



It looks like someone has been 
having a word witfi Amstrad about 
the million or so PCW owners out 
here. Not only have they come 
through on the disc front but they 
have also realised that many 
people don't like to see their letters 
going out with perforations from 
using continuous stationery. 

They have brought out an 
automatic cut sheet feeder for the 
PCW9512. Amstrad's comment 
was, "Over the years we have been 
inundated with requests to provide 
specially designed peripherals for 
our word processors. After 
extensive research into the needs 
of users we are now announcing 
our automatic cut sheet feeder 
which we believe will provide a 
useful and cost effective addition to 
the PCW 9512 range." 

What the machine actually does 



LocoPhiies Listen 

An updated LocoFile manual 
is now available. Fully 
ringbound and 196 pages long it 
retails at £14.95. If you want to 
update your present version you 
should send the cover and 
£5.95 to: Locomotive Software, 
Allen Court, Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 1YL. 



August 89 8000 PLUS 8 



The 2000 Year Old Man Writes 

"The last people from whom we expected customer feedback were 2000 
year old Greeks!" 

This was the recent comment from Locomotive's Commercial 
Director Howard Fisher about the new versions of LocoScript launched 
at the London Language show. 

Along with languages already supported by LocoScript 2, for 
example Welsh and modern Greek, Locomotive have come up with a 
classically compatible version. Ancient Greek, useful for scholars or 
people interested in many forms of symbolic logic, is now on the market. 

To introduce the dialect of Plato, Locomotive had to add such 
characters as the digamma, the sampi and the luna sigma as well as 
breathing marks required for the language. 

LocoScript versions 2.28 and upwards will be available at the 
unchanged LocoScript 
price of £24.99 

Not to be confined to 
Western Europe the 
company also decided to 
look east with versions 
of Farsi, the offical 
language of Iran, Arabic 
and Urdu. Nothing really 
special you might think 
but - and it's a good but - 
the software also 
provides a choice of text 
reading from right to left 
or vice versa. On top of 
all this is the fact that 
within Arabic the shapes 




Locomotive's Howard Fisher chatting in Urdu with HRH the 
Duke of Kent a! the London Language Show. 



of characters are treated differently depending on their position in a 
word and LocoScript understands this. 

The full Euro-Arabic LocoScript is available on the 8000 series and 
is priced at £85, Together with a PCW this would give you a full Arabic 
word processor for around £500, about a tenth of the price of those 
currently available. 




Amstrad's new automatic cut sheet 
feeder. No more continous strain. 

is to feed single sheets of A4 paper 
through the daisy wheel printer. 
This will allow for letter heads and 
should give a more professional 
look to your work. We are awaiting 
a review model from Amstrad's 
public relations company 

The full name of the mechanism 
is the Amstrad ASF9512. It comes 
with two discs, the first containing a 
new version of LocoScript, version 
2.29, the second an amended 
CP/M Plus disc. Both have been 
specially designed to work with the 
ASF9512; the CP/M disc will 
enable other CP/M programs to 
work with the feeder. 

Finally, this new addition will 
retail at £99.00 plus VAT 



iViicro Designs 



We mentioned that Creative 
Technologies from Uttoxeter would 
be bringing out a new desktop 
publishing package called Micro 
Design. So they have, and Don 
Taylor of the company has not only 
sent us one of the first fully working 
versions: he followed this up a few 
days later with an amended 
program disc. The review follows 
next month. The software costs 
£59.95 or £99.95 with a Kempston 
mouse. Contact Creative 
Technology on (0889) 567-160. 



Answer to dingbyti 
Down Menu 



e: Pull- 




SNIPPETS 



More Discs 

Mansall Design, a company from 
Barnet have also got into the disc 
market. They have managed to 
secure a substantial supply of good 
quality 3" discs from a European 
source. These will run on any of 
the PCW series. If you wish to find 
out more call (01 ) 449 4872. 

Cornix all cars 

Cornix, the company responsible 
for Simple Accounts, have moved 
and are expanding. For more 
information call Cornix Software 
Ltd in Hitchin (0462) 422-232 

Get your fax right! 

Many many apologies to Sigma 
Press and any readers who tried 
phoning the number we gave last 
month. Yes it was the fax 
screaming at you! The real number 
is (0625) 531-035; we know, we've 
just phoned it 

Doctor in the house 

Dave Smith, the disc doctor, has 
asked us to remind all of our 
readers that 1 ) if they back-up their 
discs properly they shouldn't need 
him, 2) if any of your discs do 
corrupt and you find yourself in 
need of Dave's help, you must ring 
him first on: (0892) 283- 5974. As 
Dave's company now has limited 
liability he has to charge for his 
services but all monies will still go 
to charity. 

Cavalier attitude 

Cavalier Software have brought out 
a new range of programs to be 
used by hoteliers. You can contact 
them on (01) 639-6683. 

24 pins and a packet 
of crisps please 

Both Epson and Citizen have 
brought out 24 pin printers. The 
former is obviously Epson- 
compatible (though they also call it 
low end) but so, surprisingly, is the 
latter. We hope to get review 
machines soonest. The Epson LQ- 
550 retails at £399 while the , 
Citizen will go for £389. 



Citizen Swift 24. A new printer for the PCW 




And another is the Epson LQ-550 
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Bit Yin AMSTIAI F«IM ill AHI 
tET A 1? MIHTII IEI»ICt CMTUCT 
A»:iL»TELY HEtl 

AMSTRAD PCW RANGE 

PCW8256 single drive, 256K memory, Monitor, keylMard, 

printer £399.00 

PCW8512 double drive, 512K memory, monitor, Iteyboard, 

printer £449.00 

PCW9512 single drive, 512K memory, monitor, keyboard, 
printer £499.00 

WIAE PmWTEII ITAWn 

Designed specifically for your Amstrad PCW printer, provides 
space for up to 500 sheets of contmuous paper. Iceyboard storage 
or other items 




PCW8256/8S12 Wire Printer PCW9512 Wire Printer 
Stand* £8.65 Stand £14.95 

CLEAMEAB 

3" Disk Drive Head Cleaning Kit £5.95 

I" CFZ BUKETTEi 

3" disks suitable for use with Amstiad CPC6128, PCW8256, 
PCW8512 (A and B drives), PC:W9512 and all other computers 
with 3" disk drives. Our disks are certified 100% enor ftee and 
come wilh a lifetime guarantee. 
Amsoft CF2 3" Diskettes Price per 10 disks £22.95 

r IIU STIAAtE 

For PCW8256/8512/9512 & CPC 

Small disk box (59273) holds 25 x 3" uncased disks (15 cased). 
Large disk box (59171) is lockable and holds 50 x 3" uncased 
disks (30 cased). 




Small 3" Storage Box 

Large 3" Storage Box 

HAL A IIIA »M 

Dial-a-disk box for 3" 
diskettes. Tum levers and 
disks will pop up for ease of 
access. Stores 10. 
DiaJ-a-disk box £7.95 

PKIHTEK MAIHTtlllAIIC E IIT 

For PCW8256/8512/LQ3500 

Cleanprint cassette will 

• Remove ink deposits 

• Maintain print quality 

• Protect and lubncate the pnnthead 





Cleanprint Kit PCW8256/8512 
RefiU Kit PCW8256/8512 



BLLEY 




Data TroUey £69.00 

Delivery £7.50 per unit. 



COMPATIIIE RIBItNS 



DMP2000/3000 Fabric Black £2.69 

DMP4000 Fabric Black £4.55 

LQ3500 Fabric Black £4.98 

PCW8256 Carbon Black £3.90 

PCW8256 Fabric Black £3.39 

PCW9512 Carbon Black £3.24 

PCW9512 Fabric Black £3.15 

BRICINAl RIBBBNS 



PCW9512 Carbon Black £4.80 

PCW8256/8512/LQ3500 Fabric Black £5.21 

PCW8256/8512/LQ3500 Carbon Black £6.08 

DMP2000/3000 Fabric Black £5.21 

CokHU^ Fabric Ribbons availabk- for PCW8256/g512/9512 



COMPUTER 




SUPPLIES 



PIINtWIEEL 



STilACE IIX 



Six printwheels can be safely 
storoi in their plastic sleeves 
inside our sturdy storage box 
for additional protection. 

Printwheel Storage Box 

£5.95 



PCWISU PIINTWIEEIS 




Courier 10 £5.37 

Prestige Pfca 10 £5.37 

Recta 10 £5.37 

Orator 10 £5.37 

Letter Gothfc £5.37 

Prestige Elitp 12 £5.37 

Script 12 £5.37 

Mini Gothfc 15 £5.37 

Thesis PS £5.37 

PCW9512 Printwheel Cleaning Kit £6.95 

VII FIITEIS 



Designed specially for the 
Amstiad PCW 8256/8512/ 
PCW 9512. 



Filter £13.00 




ItCISeilPT FAMILY lir 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE V.A.T. & DELIVERY E.&O.E. 




POST:- 

Simply list your order, r)ame and 
address, enclose a cheque or postal 
order (made payable to SBS 
Computer Supplies') or your credit 
details to the full address below. 



PHONE:- 

Our Express Hotline on (pZ73) 423523 
(10 lines, 24 hours) and order quoting 
credit card number, name, full postal 
address, daytime phone numtierand 
the dept. numtier below. 



PCW825I/IS1Z ii< PCWISIZ 



LocoScript 2 £21.70 

LocoScript 2 with LocoSpeL £30.35 

LocoMail £26.04 

LocoSpeU (tor use with LocoScript 2) £17.35 

LocoFont £17.35 

LocoFik PCW8256/8512 £26.04 

LocoFilc PCW9512 £26.04 

24 Pin Printer Driver? Disk £21.70 




PCW8256/8512 

De Luxe TraveUing Case ... 

£39.95 

CIHPITEI TIAINIH8 CIIBIEI 

Courses consist of two audio cassette tapes, softwaie disk and 
user insmictions. 

Compkte Introductkm to PCW9512/LacoScript 2 £29.95 

Compkte Intro, to PCW8256/8512/LocoScrip« 1 09.95 

Comptete Intro, to PCW8256/8512 LocoScript 2 £29.95 

Complete Intro, to CP/M Computing on the PCW .... £29.95 

SuperCafc 2 on the PCW £29.95 

dBASE n on the PCW 09.95 

UNCLE SHEET LOCATIR ANB ALISNEll 



MAXAFIT 

Suitable for AMSTRAD 
PCW9S12, DMP2000/3160 
DMP 4000, LQ3500/5000di 
and most other PC printers. 



MABtlH HABEB 

For PCW8256/8512 printers. 




At 
reduction 

Optional Stand for 
column Hood provides 
storage for paper. 



80 Col Hood £69.00 

Stand for 80 Col Hood £21.00 



MBBSE PAB 



MIISE leiSE 



EXTEHSIIH CABLEI 

Printer & Power Cables PCW8256/8512 (1 metre per cable) 

£16.M 

Printer Cable only PCW9S12 (2 metres) £13.00 

tIPYIILIEI 

New Universal Thingi copyholder with rotating pivot will fit to 

either the right or left hand side of your computer, WP. etc.. j 

with the fixing supplied. I 

Universal lliingi Copyholder £6.99 ! 

BIITCIVEB lETI »»»tt 

PCW 8256/8512 3 piece PIITECTIII 

\ £9.00 Safeguard your Equipment 

PCW 9512 3 piece ... £9.14 from power surges/spikes 

DMP 4000 1 piece .... £5.00 plug £14.22 

DMP 2000/3000 1 piece 3 Way-Adaptor ...... £18^25 

tt-iS 4 Gang-Adaptor £14.90 



DELIVERY:- 

1. Handling, delivery and insurance — UK 
mainland only. Supplies: 1 item = £1.95; 2 
items = £2.50; 3 items (& over) = £3.00. 

2. Ckjuher delivery only for computers, printersand 
furniture = £7.50 per item. 

3. Overseas deliveries — £3.00 handling charge 
plus 12.5% insurance and postage — VAT 
exempt. 



SBS COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD. FREEPOST (BR 332) DEPT. 31 1, PORTSLADE, BRIGHTON BN41 1ZZ 
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WHATEVER 

Vertical software: Tim Smith takes a look at so 



The PCW can draw, do the accounts, play games. It can also help 
to do a root canal, tend a field or help to pull a pint. Can it do 
anything for you? The chances are that your job, business or 
career has its own unique facets. Your PCW has probably helped 
to improve your working habits by speeding up mail shots or 



providing you with a fast accurate database. But does it address 
that singular quality which sets your work apart from the rest? If 
the answer's no, stay calm; it's not the PCW, It's the software. Off- 
the-shelf software is normally quite adequate, but if your business 
involves an element of specialisation it can be left wanting. 



If your business requires individual software treatment you have two options. This first is to learn how to program and 
write your own software. Obviously tfiis takes time and effort and, like playing a musical instrument, some people 
just can't get tfie knack. Your otfier option is to find someone who can already program and commission them to 
write a program specifically for you. This is where the concept of vertical software comesin; someone has already 
done it and stands ready to sell you the fruits of their labour. 

Vertical software differs from conventional off-the-shelf programs in one very important manner: the user generally 
has direct contact with the manufacturer. Because of the specialised nature of verticie software the writers of the code 
also usually market it, so there are none of the "...the programmer's in Ibiza for five months.." comments when you try 
to sort out a costly bug. 

In fact, most producers will be pleased to receive feedback from the user and will attempt both to respond to 
criticisms and incorporate suggestions into their product. Any improvement to the software benefits both sides. A 
good business will tend to be an expanding business and expansion means change. Consequently you will 
need the software to grow with the company. Close links between user and manufacturer will mean that any 
upgrades which do need to be made are achieved quickly and efficiently. 

Prices for vertical software differ as widely as the products themselves. There are perfectly adequate 
packages which will act as add-ons for the mass produced programs. Equally you will be able to find 
impressive pieces of vertical software running into six or seven hundred pounds including the 
installation of a PCW! 




Fee Manager 

£499 • Practice Systems (061) 320 8134 
8000s only 




It would be refreshing to see some of the mass produced software looking as 
confident and professional as Fee IVIanager. Then again it's aimed at a highly 
professional market, that of dentistry. 

The package you receive contains a ring bound manual, produced on a 
PCW and comprehensive enough to make the training video and after-sales 
service which are also included almost unnecessary. The program is written 
in Basic, so it is not the fastest in the world but this has no bearing on its 
efficiency. IVIore than a database, Fee Manager will produce recall letters, 
various required forms, estimates and statements. This obviously saves an 
immense amount of time, and hence money. 

Unlike many programmers who seem to take a demonic pleasure in 
redefining keyboards, Practice Systems have left well alone. Consequently the 
inputting of information, and there is a great deal of this for only thirty-two 
teeth, could hardly be easier. No irritating bleeps when you make corrections 
and no convoluted key strokes. 

An invaluable element is the Charting screen, used following an 
examination. On to the screen comes a grid-like diagram consisting of cells 
each of which represent a tooth. Into each of these go various codes for 
treatments, or a blank for a healthy tooth. Obviously, if a patient visits regularly 
you end up with comprehensive electronic dental records which are not going 
to get lost down the back of a filing cabinet. 

Aside from the amount of technical knowledge required for a dentist, the 
bureaucracy involved in healthcare is enough to merit this software. One of 
the main advantages over paper-based systems is the fact that everything 
relating to one patient is kept in one place. The price might look high but with 
the time and money which it will save, even a moderately busy practice should 
reap the benefits. If you were thinking of designing vertical software, let alone 
using it, you could do worse than give Fee Manager a look over. 
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Inn Control Master £230 • GT Micros (0604)810-720»PCW 8512 omy 



FEATURE 



I 




As the name suggests, this comprehensive suite of programs is concerned 
with the day to day running of pubs. Inn Control has been on the market for 
around two years and during this time there have been many changes made 
to the original package. These changes derived from feedback received by 
Michael Green at GT Micros from the many users around the country. 

The £230 you pay buys a comprehensive package which deals with staff 
wages, incoming and outgoing monies, VAT and stock control. As is common 
to good vertical software it makes use of language familiar to its users in their 
business. This gives a familiar feel to the program for those landlord/ladies 
who are initially uncertain about using computers. 

Secondly GT Micros offer a telephone hotline which operates until 9.30 
pm. For those people who are new to the PCW, and have a pub to run, this is 
an essential. 

Written using Mallard Basic and Jetsam, it is not the fastest program in the 
world but it does handle files and large chunks of information with accuracy 
and ease. Single keystrokes and extensive use of pull-down menus give the 
program a logical and straightforward feel. Very few frills and plenty of 
printouts which can be presented to the accountant or the VAT man. All in all 
it's very impressive save for two points. The documentation is sparse and 
most of it is on screen, which is of little use if you wish to make notes on the 
bus. Secondly the PCW bleep is more than apparent whenever something 
appears on the screen. 



McGregor Building Estimator 

£99 • McGregor SOttWarG (0387) 88d 1 2 ^^g ^^jth many pieces of vertical software this package was written by people in 
9 All PCWS ^^^ trade. This provides an immediate advantage as both the user and the 




manufacturer are talking the same language. 

Stemming from the fact that the majohty of people begin their PCW life with 
LocoScript and are comfortable with pull-down menus, the system makes great 
use of these. Unlike many packages, however, it is not merely a dedicated 
database. The main idea behind it is that it is an estimation system. 

As the building trade is far more complex than folklore would have us believe 
the program is split into sections each of which provides a number of datafiles 
which are placed in the M drive when the program is loaded. For example, the 
Structural Joinery menu contains information about trussed sections and ceiling 
joists. Different sizes, matehals and costs are included. The user merely 
measures up, gets the dimensions and inputs these. The Estimator program 
will do the rest. 

This can be slightly limiting as the data files are impossible to alter on your 
own. Meaning that if you decided to create a Balsa wood joist to trap burglars 
the program will be unable to accept it. Happily McGregor will be more than 
pleased to work with you in order to get a system tailored to your specific 
needs. Basically the software works as an assistant with a great deal of 
technical knowledge to hand but no initiative, which is just about perfect. 

Once all the calculations have been made, and these can be anything from 
the man hours required to build a wall around a defined area, to the pricing, 
including bricks, cement and labour, for that same wall, the phntouts come 
thick, fast and detailed. 

McGregor, as with the better class of vertical software manufacturers, are 
always ready to be of help. According to some of their users they are very 
receptive to ideas which might improve the system. A good piece of 
software indeed. 
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Newsagents Software £549 • 

Language Services (0843) 69847 • PCW 8512 only 

Running a newsagents is not all sweets and special offers. There are such things 
as paper rounds to contend with. Mr Cooper who runs a sizable newsagents in 
Wiltshire also uses a Language Services set up. After leaving the profession a few 
years ago he vowed never to return. One of the main reasons behind this decision 
was the complexity of the paper round. He explained to us that "...prices for papers 
and magazines change, people cancel orders when they go on holiday, people take 
different papers on different days. When you are dealing with seven to eight 
hundred people over a number of rounds this becomes very complicated indeed." 

In order to deal with all this Mr Cooper bought Newsagent Software for his PCW 
which he says saves him at least three hours a day and kept him in the business. 
The program keeps track of each separate round on a day to day basis. It provides 
a list for each paper boy or girl to take out with them and more importantly it 
provides regular print-outs for billing purposes. An individual customer's details 
can be called up whenever required and access is achieved by name rather 
than code number. 

As far as Mr Cooper was concerned the system could not have been better. Not 
being a computer buff at all, the fact that everything was laid out clearly was a 
boon. His concluding comments were particularly telling, "A good program should 
tell you what it wants and as long as you follow the prompts you shouldn't be 
able to go wrong." 




Sum-It Farming Systemsei 00-400 (Demo discs £35) •sum-it 

Computer Systems (024 027)238 • All PCWs 




This is a case of so many packages and so little time. It seems that there are 
more types of farm under the sun than seeds on a sunflower and Sum-It 
appear to cater for most of them. 

Their range of software covers most types of agricultural concern from 
straightforward arable field management to cattle farming, pig specialists, herd 
management and payroll. Each of these very specific systems comes with 
software support for three months included in the purchase price. There is a 
telephone hotline which operates from 8 am to 8pm and is manned by experts. 

We spoke to a farmer who has been using one of the systems for several 
years. He told us that not only was his particular piece of Sum-It software easy 
to use but that it had also saved them time, and consequently, money. The 
main use is payroll and costings although field analysis is coming on line. 
What this actually means is that details of a field, such as its size in hectares, 
the crop used and yields can be added to a database. Impressive software 
and excellent support was the verdict. 




George's Computer Bookshop, 87 Park Street, Bristol, also stocks software. 
Phone Paul Taylor on 0272 276602 ext 222 for further information. 
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Book Log 



Paul Taylor, of George's Computer Bookshop, Park Street, Bristol, 
thinks the PCW is "...quite a nice little machine on the whole". 
Although he freely admits that he wouldn't say no to a much bigger 
machine with say, 20 megabytes of hard disc. He did confirm that 
his PCW8512 is perfect for the job in hand: cataloguing the shop's 
vast selection of books. 

When Paul took over the bookshop a couple of years ago, he 
had a very strong interest in computers, having already worked 
quite extensively with them within the company. George's original 
catalogue had been compiled manually by Paul's predecessors, and 
was dated 1983. It was in dire need of some serious overhauling. 

"It seemed ridiculous," says Paul, "especially when I had 
hardware sitting on the shelves doing nothing. I had originally 
thought of doing something with LocoScript but it's so very slow. So 
I decided to bring an unused PCW - which had originally been 
supplied as a demo machine - and a copy of DBase, to the rescue." 

What Paul does is produce the raw data in DBase, dump it in an 
Ascii file, and then import it into LocoScript to "..pretty it up." "You 
can do that in DBase," he says, "but it tends to get pretty 
complicated; you end up having to insert printer control characters 
everywhere." 



#1 



I 



The Art of the Deal 

What if you want to start writing vertical software? It is no use 
going off half-cocl<ed, you liave be able to play several roles at 
once: systems analyst, programmer, manual writer, and helpline. 
What follows is a brief rundown of each of these. 

Systems Analyst: 

Rather grand-sounding but what it actually means is that you 
gain a clear working Icnowledge of the business for which you 
are writing the software. This means listening a great deal, and 
aslcing the right questions. It is best to sticl( with areas which 
you already know, as every business has its own jargon. 

Programmer: 

The workhorse of the operation. A good set of notes from the 
systems analyst will ease your job immeasurably. Learn two 
computer languages, if not more. Find the one with which you 
are most comfortable and master it. When it comes to the 
program(s), keep the prompts simple, use the jargon of the 
business and write clear, fully documented, code. This will reap 
rewards when it comes to upgrading the program at a later date. 

Manual Writer: 

It is all very well to create the program but bear In mind that the 
end user will probably be someone with little knowledge of 
computing and less inclination to learn. The manual will 
probably fake more time to write than the program. It is a good 
idea to include details of error messages, and a simple tutorial 
section. Unlike certain large software houses, you should 
always include an index and a glossary. The best piece of 
software can be diminished by a bad manual; the converse, 
however, is not true. 

Helpline: 

The business does not stop whetv the program is running on the 
client's PCW. During the first few months there will probably be 
debugging to do. There will also be various queries and the 
chances are that the customer will remember something they 
had missed at an earlier point. The more quickly you are able to 
iron out problems the better your relationship with your client 
will be. If you do operate in a specific business environment then 
a good name is essential and word of mouth will do a lot of 
selling for you. Finally, if your software is up to the job the 
customer may well expand their business. This means that they 
will need you to upgrade the system. 



Space invaders 

A more recent addition to iiis PCW-based cataloguing 
system is a Winctiester tiard disc from Timatic. "Tiie system 
was adequate enougfi witliout tfie iiard disc," lie explains, 
"but it tended to get a bit stici<y. You see the database 
occupies about half a megabyte; consequently, the indexes 
wouldn't fit on the disc. That meant that I had to boot up, 
load all the program's overlays and start of day into 
memory, which tool< about two minutes, and then swap 
discs. Now I've got the hard disc, it's just a question of a 
Profile. sub on the boot disc and everything else loads off 
the Winchester." 

The Winchester is partitioned into three drives: C 
drive, which is 10 megs and D and E, which are 5 megs 
each. Paul l<eeps all his LocoScript-specific data on drive 
E, uses C for the database itself, while D is lil<e a cross- 
over area.His only problem is that LocoScript now tal^es 
about two minutes to get started, probably because it has 
to search through such a large directory. 

We asked Paul how many bool<s he currently has 
stored in his catalogue. "Well, there's about 2,068 at the 
moment, but that's just the current file. I've also got over 
2,500 on the old file, which is stuff that we used to stock 
and have now dumped. As you can see, I never actually 




FEATURE 



Going Up! 

The term 'vertical software' 
derived from one of tfie many 
sixties' buzzwords: 'vertical 
production'. This business 
ethic was taken on board by 
quite a few companies but 
was rarely a good idea. It 
meant a company owning 
and controlling production 
from raw materials to retail 
outlets. Vertical software 
attempts to address the 
specific needs of a business 
and is a much better idea. 



Mind tiie quality and feel the widtti 

We iiave examined just a few of ttie vertical software programs available 
for ttiose with specific business needs. There are many more on the 
market. The best place to look will be in the small ads or trade papers 
but shop around. If you think that you can do any better, the best way to 
find out is to have a go but be meticulous because one dodgy piece of 
software can ruin a small business (and your reputation). One good 
piece can improve it beyond all measure. 



wipe anything off on the basis that I - or somebody else - might need it." 

Having everything all in one place makes life a lot easier for Paul. "If I wanted to do 
something specific with the program, like locate all entries conforming to a specific type, 
print them all out and make them look pretty, I no longer have to do a three or four disc 
juggling act. Now that I've managed to get everything on the Winchester in the one 
place, life's a damned sight easier." 

Field work 

A typical record in the database catalogue consists of the following fields: Book (ISBN) 
Number, Author, Book Title and Publisher. Any other information present is just for 
basic housekeeping - like where the book is, what's likely to be in it and so on. 

"Why people find working with DBase difficult, I have absolutely no idea at all," says 
Paul. "Setting up the database format is easy. If you want to be clever, you can insert 
all kinds of data validation checks, and then, if you try to enter the wrong kind of data, 
non-numeric instead of numeric for example, the machine will just beep at you." 

Paul also found it easier to customise his keyboard using Setkeys, as he found 
having to press the same key sequences about 1 5 times a day rather wearing. 

Although DBase offers you up to a maximum of seven indexes to make use of, Paul 
steadfastly prefers to stick to just one, the ISBN number index. Even with the 
Winchester, though, it takes about nine or ten minutes to re-index the catalogue. 
Rewriting some 200k of index is not the work of a few seconds. 

Paul hopes to soon produce a catalogue for publication; "The only trouble is," 
he adds with a wry smile, "the flipping thing's going to be out of date virtually as 
soon as it's published." ■ 
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WHAT THE PRESS SAY: 



... At any point while worliing all your 
records are available instantly and the 
information from within them can be 
included in your LocoScript documents ... 

Kay Ewbank 

Amstrad PCW Magazine, April 1989 



... LocoFile's principal asset, apart from . . .It's difficult to think of any 

being ridiculously easy to use, is the close LocoScripters who wouldn't find LocoFile 

collaboration with LocoScript ... useful... 

Christina Erskine Rob Ainsley 

Computer Shopper, March 1 989 



8000 Plus, November 1989 



E INFORMATION CONTACT LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARELm 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

I Allen Court, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH4 1YL 
I (0306) 740606 



PAPER 



LOOK AT OUR RANGE! 

A/l prices per 1000 sheets incl. VAT 

1 1/9.5 60gsm Listing E6.45 + p&p 

11/9.5 70gsm Microperf £7.95 + p&p 

11/9.5 85gsm Letter Qual £9.95 + p&p 

A4 size 70gsm IVIicroperf £9.70 + p&p 

A4 size 85gsm Letter Qual £10.95 + p&p 

A5 size Letter Quality paper, 

Upright (Portrait) Orientation, 

Microperf all edges for letter-writing £13.90 + P&P 

□ Address Labels ^ 

3.5/1 .5, 1 - or 2- across £3.75 per looo 

+E2.50 P&P (any size order) 

□ ENVELOPES □ 

500 1000 

3.5/6 Manilla gummed £3.95 £6.95 

DL White self-seal £8.95 £16,95 

DL White Self-seal -I- window £10.95 £19.95 

Please add £2, 50 PdP for paper/labei/envelope 



"10-in a-box" 



Smart, lockable disk bank 
with 10 CF-2 disks. . . 

£29.95 



inc. VAT & post 




(Box Inolds 20-1- disks) 
*Box on its own £9.95 incl. 



DUST COVERS 



PROTECT YOUR EQUIPMENT! 

PCW 8256/8512 set £1 1 ,95 

PCW 9512 set £13.95 



orders 



SOFTWARE 



ALL SOFTWARE PRICES 



W/PROCESSING 

Product RRP Ours 

Locofile 2" 29,95 28.95 

Locomail 2 29,95 28,95 

Locofont 24,95 22,95 

Locosoript 2 - 24.95 

Locospell2 ■ 19.95 

Locosoript 2 + tySpell 34.90 32,95 

Pretext 59,95 44,95 

Pocket Pretext 39.95 28,95 

Supertype 2 2495 19,95 

DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

stop Press 49,99 39,95 

SPress + Mouse 89,99 79,95 

Desk Top Publisher 29.95 22,95 

DTP + Mouse 79.95 64,95 

Fleet Street Editor 49.95 39,95 

ACCOUNTS 

Digita Business Cont 99,95 79,95 

Digita Tax Planner 24.90 21 ,95 

Cornix Simple Accounts 2 99,95 79,95 

MAP Integrated Accounts 143,75 109,95 

MAP Payroll 69,00 49,95 

MAP (Individual Ledgers) 49,95 each 

MAP Stock Control 69,00 49,95 

Money Manager + 39,95 29,95 

Sage Pop Accounts 99,99 74,95 

Sage Accounts Plus 1 49,50 1 09,95 

Sage Pop Payroll 70, 1 5 54.95 

Sage Pop Invoice 70.15 54.95 




RIBBONS 



THE WIDEST RANGE 

-Allinc/ude VAT & post free- 

PCW 8256/8512 

1 off 2 off 5 off 

Black High Quality fabric £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 

Black ExtraLife £4.95 £8.95 £19.95 

Colours* £4.95 £8.95 £19.95 

Multistrike Films £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 

PCW 9512 

1 off 2 off 5 off 

Multistrike films £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 

Fabric Black £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 

Fabric Black ExtraLife £4.95 £8.95 £19.95 

Fabric Colours* £4.95 £8.95 £19.95 

Lifetimes: M/Strike 100 000 Characters 
Fabrics 400 000 Characters 
ExtraLife 750 000 Characters 
Fabrics offer ionger iife and may be used witti Refresh! 
Mix 'n' Match: any 5 @ £3.95 for £16.95 
any 5 @ £4.95 for £19.95 
*Co/ours availabie: Red, Biue, Green, Brown 



THE BEST OF THE PCW DATABASES 



9512DAISYWHEELS 



INCLUDE VAT & POST 3^^^ ^ ^^, 

roU-OW -THE Upwardly compatible with ATLAST PC 

^ °*"^*n.P o.f ^- #J- ATLAST PLUS 

A«^' ""= 3^ ^5 29 95 QKQ^ Special Promotion - 25% off 

First Base 28.95 27.95 ^7 A ' "^ n ^^ 

Cornix Card Index* 34.95 29.95 -TMan-rtt r\./\(l I \ vOQ Q'> 

Masterfile 8000 49.95 36.95 ,^Jia»»SJ3^ (JXV'JA *-£-^ -^^ 

Sage Retrieve 70.15 49.95 — ^ 

SPREADSHEETS 

First Calc 29.95 27.95 

Cracker 2 49,00 36,95 = : rs p,^ ,.„„ a-7Z:r^n 

supercaicii 48,95 39,95 Couner 1 Prestige Pica 1 

UTILITIES/GENERAL G°*hic 10/12 Prestige Elite 12 

ArnorMaxam2 49,95 39.95 Recta 10 Orator 10 

Arnorc 48.95 39.95 Script 12 MiniQothicIS 

Cornix Job Estimator 79.90 69.95 ^ „„ 

Cornix Product Costing 79.90 69,95 I HeSIS r!3 

Knife + 19,95 18,95 

Plan It 19,95 16,95 

Stockmarket 39,95 32,95 

Typerite 17 95 16,95 

LEISURE . . _____^ 

Si^^r^e ::::'^ \l^ At last - a unique hlKiAil 
M=..-^ :^^^;?i^ i^ew ink spray that iiJ[£yif/ 

Scrabble 19,95 16.95 fe, •■ ■ • ^^^ I 

Ti™^"dMagik 1495 1295 rGstores ribbons in 

'please state 8256/6512 or 9512 C^P'OnHQ 



£6.95 ea 

inc VAl S post 



CAS PELL 

K 0202 666155 

- day or night - 



^ NOTHING BUT THE BEST! i^ 

AMSOFT MAXELL 

£21 .95 for 10 

£11.50 for 5 

inc VAT & post -..^^ ,. 

"Disk supplies can be problematical - please enquire! 



SAVE 
£££s ON 
RIBBONS 



> Quick & Convenient. 

• Restores & Re-Inks faded ribbons 

|ln secondsl 
•ftefreshed ribbon lubricates print 

fhead for smoother running & 

Enhanced printer life. 
< vse on anx fabric ribbon... 

lagaln and agafnS 
•^ays for itself Xhe first i^a tinies 

y^ou usejt 




SmSSSkm 

^■leomiii^ 



HEAD CLEANERS 



improve the performance of your drive 



CASPELL COMPUTER. 43 Emerson Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1QS I 




ONLY 

£8.95 

inc VAT & post 



Cheques/POs (no stamp needed) 

CASPELL COMPUTER SERVICES 

Dept 8k, FREEPOST, Poole Dorset BH15 IBR 
Tel: 0202 666155 or 0202 35650 {24-iir) 

THADE ENQUIRES t LOCAL AUTHORITY ORDERS WELCOMED I 



MISSIVES 



MESSAGE PARLOUR 



Annette Dougal ponders the error messages of her ways 



Error messages are a program's 
way of warning you that 
something has, or is about to, 
go wrong. Nine times out of ten 
they are giving you a chance to 
correct a problem before it becomes 
serious and, therefore, must never be 
ignored. But how often do the 
messages themselves actually help 
you put things right? 

Before the advent of PCWs, 
computers were designed by experts 
for experts. Software was unfriendly, if 
not downright hostile. Instead of 
informing the user, manuals seemed 
written to baffle, error messages 
designed to frighten. Many people, 
when faced with a menacing 
message on a frozen screen, often 
accompanied by a piercing beep, 
were paralysed with fear and simply 
turned off the computer. But of course 
abandoning the problem doesn't 
necessarily cure it. 

The medium is the 
message 

The PCW user guide states 'the 
advantage of the PCW8256 is that it 
has been designed side-by-side with 
Locomotive Software's LocoScript to 
provide a dedicated word processor 
that is particularly easy to use.' But is 
this true? Easy to use packages 
should allow you to get up and 
running quickly without having to 
plough through reams of technical 
documentation. They should also be 
difficult to crash. In addition, they 
have to pass one crucial test. When 
an error does occur, do the error 
messages just indicate a mistake or 
actually help you correct it? Taking 
this as a benchmark, does LocoScript 
rate as TUF - Truly User Friendly? 

If you press an unacceptable key 
(for example, RETURN to make your 
choice from a menu) LocoScript 
rebukes you with a sharp beep and 
ignores the command, waiting 
imperiously until you press the right 
key. No message appears to help 
you. The manual's Troubleshooting 
Appendix diagnoses the condition, 
but doesn't really explain it. What you 
should do is this: use the down arrow 
key to move the cursor to your 
choice, press + if indicated by a - 
sign, and then press ENTER, not 
RETURN. 

Disc errors, which are much more 
drastic, are indicated by messages. 
LocoScript's error information 
appears right in the middle of the 
screen and both the problem and 
action to be taken are stated. For 



example, if you try to save a file on a 
disc which has insufficient space, the 
following statement appears: 



LocoScript is a fine word 
processing package, but error 
messages and solutions are not 



=Disc f3=File f4=Group fS=DocuneTit f6=Settnig5 f7=Disc change f8=Optioii; 



lirive A: 
78k used Ok 

wmammum 

group! ok 
group Z Ok 
group 3 Ok 



Drive B: enpty 
; Ok used Ok free file 



10k used 36k free 3 files 
GRDUPO iOk group 4 Ok 
OBDRESS Ok group 5 Ok 



OBDRESS 
group 2 
group 3 



Ok group 6 Ok 
Ok group 7 Ok 




Run disc manager is ticked and 
highlighted, encouraging you to 
choose this option. Do so, as this will 
let you make space on your disc by 
deleting unwanted files or by moving 
files to another drive. Don't be 
tempted to choose Cancel operation 
to cure the error, as your file will not 
be saved and you will lose your work. 
If you try to save a file on a write- 
protected disc, the following message 
is given: 



presented to the user in easy-to- 
understand English. 

Pander to the people 

The introduction of the PCW range 
has brought computing power within 
the reach of many people who would 
not have dreamed of owning, such a 
machine a couple of years ago. But, 
whilst computers may be affordable, 
are they accessible? 

Software is getting easier to use. 




Retry operation is the chosen option, 
but you are not told to write-enable 
your disc before retrying the 
operation. You are, however, if you try 
to open a document on a write- 
protected disc, but only as a third 
option, the first choice being to send 
the result to Drive M. This blithely 
encourages novices to lose a whole 
session's work when they switch off 
the machine. Tough, yes. TUF no. 



Both computer manuals and error 
messages are becoming clearer. But 
authors still seem unable to design 
and write programs that anyone can 
use and understand. Even Amstrad's 
flagship software fails to reach the 
benchmark as a truly user-friendly 
package. The overall report to 
software houses is still 'SOS: ERROR 
999: INCOMPREHENSIBILITY 
RAMPANT'. ■ 



LocoFile the 
laconic 

If you run out of disc space as 
LocoFile is trying to add a new 
record to one of your datafiles, 
the standard LocoScript Disk is 
full error message appears. 
But, if you ctioose Cancel 
operation, you don't just exit 
from tfie datafile and lose that 
record. Your datafile is 'then left 
in an invalid state'. The manual 
goes on to comment, 'This is 
not recommended.' 



Dream of Blue 
Turtles? 

TURTLE OUT OF BOUNDS. 
PRIMITIVE NOT 
IMPLEMENTED. 

Moments from Robinson 
Crusoe? No, two of Dr Logo's 
error messages, both of which 
are clear within the context of 
that programming language. 
As one of the programs 
aimed at the new generation of 
computer users. Dr Logo is 
designed to be easy to use and 
this is reflected in the clarity of 
its error messages. Disc errors 
are indicated by easily 
understood statements such as: 
YOU NEED AT LEAST 2 
DRIVES TO DO THIS or I'M 
HAVING TROUBLE WITH THE 
DISK or THE DISK IS FULL 



1 You may just have pressed the wrong key, for example [RETURN] instead of [ENTER], so check, and if so, retry. 

2 Look for help on the screen. Follow any Instructions given; for example, press CAN, EXIT or STOP. 

3 Eliminate human error by checking for obvious mistakes. Is there paper in the printer? Does the printer know there is 
paper? Is there a disc in the drive? Is it the right way round? Is it formatted? Have you put a B disc in drive A? (To 
avoid this in future, always write on the disc label which drive it was formatted for.) Is the disc write-protected? 

4 Seek help from the manual's section on error messages or trouble-shooting. (No-one likes to advertise possible 
problems, so these tend to be hidden at the back of the manual, possibly in an appendix.) 

5 Still no joy? Many problems can be solved by simply clearing the computer's memory and restarting the program, 
but you will lose any mrk you haven't saved. Use [SHIFT], [EXTRA] and [EXIT] to reset the machine. 

6 If the error recurs, could it be that the disc is faulty? Try another copy. 

7 Could the drive be faulty? Try your discs on another PCW. 

8 If it is not a physical problem, contact the software supplier in case you have hit a known bug. 

9 If it is a physical problem, contact the dealer to get your machine repaired. 

10 Read the manual (the unheeded cry of the hotline helper). 
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CASE IN POINT 




Driving into Banjul, you pass a 
flotilla of tialf-sunken sfiips and 
boats in the tiarbour bay, including 
wtiat remains of 'Radio Caroline', 
the very first pirate radio ship to 
broadcast to the UK. 
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y wife has always had a wanderlust. This she 
attributes to having had an Irish gypsy as a paternal 
grandmother. She was always having a go at me for 
being a stick-in-the-mud, stay-at-home, pipe and 
slipper archetypal Taurean. Perhaps with some justification 
too: although I've never smoked a pipe, I had been working 
in Chesterfield for the past 15 years. (I, on the other hand, 
regarded this as a purely natural reaction to having spent 
the previous eight years travelling all over the country.) So, 
In the February of '88, I called her bluff. I came home and 
asked her how she fancied Africa - not for a holiday, but to 
live in The Gambia for two years. 

I had seen an advertisement for a 'sales tax adviser' to 
the government out there. After we had dug out the old 
school atlas and found, with some difficulty. The Gambia - 
the smallest independent nation in Africa - about half as 
large again as Lincolnshire - we sat down to discuss the 
possible advantages and disadvantages of living in a 
tropical climate. 

Moving introductions 

As far as I was concerned, the attraction lay in the job itself 
- the chance to set up and run a brand new taxation 
system the way /wanted it, instead of merely carrying out 
instructions from anonymous boffins back at HQ. It seemed 
like the opportunity of a lifetime. Putting to the back of my 
mind little snags like the climate (if I lie even in the UK sun 
for more than about an hour I get sunstroke), and the 
multiple injections we all had to have against everything 
from cholera to yellow fever, I decided to enter the lists. 
Much to my surprise, the job was mine, and we had 
only a few weeks to make all the plans and preparations, 
including letting the house, packing, arranging for storage 
of personal belongings, and notifying a thousand and 
one people of our change of address. This was where our 
PCW made its introduction: a standard letter on Mini 
Office Professional was swiftly despatched to banks, 
local authorities, insurance companies and so on. If 
only some of those businesses were half as efficient; we 



Desert island discs 

The government of The Gambia was very keen to begin the 
new tax on the 1st July despite the fact that I couldn't arrive 
before the 7th June. It became obvious that the PCW would 
have to be sent air freight to avoid the two or three weeks' 
delay by sea. Unfortunately, there were only two flights per 
week in the summer, and due to lack of freight capacity, my 
PCW was repeatedly off-loaded at Gatwick and took four 
weeks to arrive. It was, however, still better than the sea 
freight which took two months. 

As we'd never been to Africa before, it seemed like a 
dream as we stepped out of the 'plane into Turkish Bath 
heat at Yundum Airport to be met by a reception committee 
from the British High Commission and my Customs 
colleagues. The formalities over, we were whisked away in 
a fleet of cars through the savannah and villages of 
thatched huts. Although we could see that The Gambia is 
still a developing country, we were struck by the obvious 
friendliness of the people, who waved and smiled as we 
passed by. Despite the heat and dust, the Gambian women 
look unbelievably smart and elegant in colourful long 
dresses and turbans - as though they were perpetually on 
their way to a party. 

Next day, I was driven ten miles from the hotel to 
Banjul. Banjul is the capital of The Gambia and has a 
population roughly the same size as Chesterfield's. It was 
called Bathurst in colonial days, and everywhere there are 
signs of the old traditions - King George V Square, The 
Royal Victoria Hospital - mingling with the new - like 
Independence Drive and The Presidential Palace. 

Balance of power 

I struggled along without the PCW for four weeks, and then 
came good news - it had arrived at last. I dashed to the 

Power of Babel 

We had bought the PCW8512 second-hand after I had persuaded my 
wife that this would suit her better than the electric typewriter she 
thought she wanted. She had to learn word processing rather 
quicl<ly, as she was immediately given a job typing the manuscript of 
a boolt about coke production. Gripping stuff, full of totally 
incomprehensible foreign words, chemical formulae and symbols. 
LocoScript, however, excelled itself. 

It was a two-man (sorry, person) job - Jean typed while I made 
helpful suggestions over her shoulder and periodically destroyed 
several hours' work trying to save it onto discs which turned out to 
be full. We learned the hard way that a long typing job has to be split 
up into sections if you don't want to spend hours waiting for 
LocoScript 1 to get to page 57. 

LocoScript 2 was a huge improvement, although I still have to 
get out the boolt when attempting headers, footers and page 
numbers. I find Mini Office Professional (that was) much more user- 
friendly in that you can see what's happening as you set up margins, 
tabs and so on on the ruler line. Jean, however, prefers the better 
choice of typeface and justification that LocoScript offers. 
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Dtrek Robertson, Sales Tax Advisor, explains why he's quids in 




airport and brought it back to the office. I had obtained a 
voltage regulator which is essential here, as the voltage 
fluctuates from about 150 to 220 volts, with occasional high 
surges. Not so occasional are the power cuts, due to 
generator problems at the power station. If only I had had 
the foresight to bring a mains back-up device, I wouldn't 
have had to spend so much time retyping lost data. Thank 
goodness Mini Office's word processor reminds you to save 
data about every ten minutes. 

Life was hectic. The Minister of Finance made his 
budget speech on 24th June, announcing that Sales Tax 
would begin on 1 st July, 'under the control of an expert from 
the United Kingdom'. Who? Me? 

I was used to deadlines, but not with the relaxed 
manner of doing business in Africa. It is, for example, 
considered very rude to launch straight into discussions 
before lengthy greetings have been exchanged and 
enquiries made into the well-being of everyone present - 
and their families. Meetings rarely start on time, and are 
often punctuated by the chairman receiving (and making) 
telephone calls on other topics. 

Spreading the word 

The first job was to design and run off several hundred 
leaflets and forms so that businessmen could read about 
the new tax and apply for registration. I had great fun 
experimenting with tall, wide and condensed words, and the 
various phrases beloved of all civil servants - like 'For 
Official Use Only' and 'Delete if Inapplicable.' 

We decided to register only those businesses whose 
annual turnover exceeds 1 00,000 Dalasis (roughly £8,300), 
thus avoiding the problems of small shop-keepers - and 
there are thousands of them over here - with no records 
worth speaking about. 

Communciation is a big problem here - there is no 
television (apart from videos) and no nationally distributed 
newspaper of any sizeable circulation. Publicity for the new 
tax was therefore going to be difficult. 

I became an overnight celebrity by making a broadcast 
on local radio and we held seminars for businessmen, but 
Initially it looked like nobody was In a hurry to register for 
the doubtful privilege of collecting tax for the government. It 
looks like some attitudes are universal. My staff and I 
toured the business areas, distributing leaflets and 
application forms and explaining how Sales Tax would 
replace nine existing taxes (including 'Bed Tax' - and you 
thought they couldn't tax that). 

My staff, incidentally, consisted of two Gambian 
Customs officers, and we are, at the moment, responsible 
for collecting more than a quarter of total government 
revenue. 

Although Mini Office's database was easier to use than 
others I've tried (Cardbox), there were still many pitfalls for 
the unwary - like not making the format identical for the 
mailing list of names and addresses and the ledger cards. 
This meant that I couldn't update one and transfer data to 
the other; each had to be entered separately. 

Fortunately, there are only a few hundred registrations 
to deal with. I eventually mastered the technique of 




Working ffon 



mailmerging in spite of the instructions. In fact, 'mailmerge' 
is a complete misnomer here as there is no internal mail 
system (there's often no proper address as such). All 
deliveries have to be made by messenger (no, not with a 
forked stick.) 

The new tax was phased in over a period of four months, 
gradually bringing in more revenue from a wider range of 
goods and services. As the revenue increased, I was able to 
use the graphics program of Mini Office Professional to 
illustrate progress reports. I am, however, still struggling with 
attempts to use spreadsheet data directly in graphics. The 
spreadsheet itself has been useful - especially the ability to 
print sideways, as this means that I can analyse the revenue 
collected under lots of different headings. 

Dunes with a view 

Due to the frequent power cuts, I eventually decided to take 
the PCW back to my house - we now have an old colonial 
bungalow overlooking the Atlantic beach - where power cuts 
are far less frequent. 

This means that I can work with a far more pleasant 
view; the bad news is that all data has to be kept manually 
at the office before transferring later to disc. I've asked for 
another 851 2, and a generator for the office, but I will, 
apparently, have to accept an Epson. Even here everyone 
seems to worship the great god IBM. This will involve setting 
up completely new systems and rekeying a lot of 
information; but then, life would be boring if everything went 
smoothly, wouldn't it? ■ 



re was about 90F in Hie shade 



Mini Office update 

Mini Office Professional, mentioned 
repeatedly throughout this article, 
is no longer available. 
See this month's News for the 
latest installment in the Mini Office 
Professional Plus saga. 
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SETTING OFF 

Data security is important, and SET is the utility with the 
power to password protect your files - and more 



T 



SET is one of those neglected utilities that have a whole range of useful, 
entertaining and interesting functions to offer. Certainly for anyone 
concerned with file security SET is the utility to get to know. You can 
hide your files, you can password protect them (or some of them). You 
can even password protect your discs. 



Clean sweep 

Those who feel all this setting of 
attributes seems a mite complex 
will be deligtited to hear ttiat ttie 
public domain program NSWP can 
do all these chores and more. Just 
tag the relevant files, press Y and 
you'll be presented with a list of 
attributes and asked which you 
want changed. Dead simple. 



Security is an important, and often neglected, aspect of 
computing. Security comes in several flavours, so it's 
wortfi considering just whiat you mean when you talk 
about it. The most obvious kind of security is ensuring 
that others can't get their hands, or eyes, on your data. 

SET can't help all that much with this problem except, 
possibly, in the case of extremely naive users (which lets out 
everyone who's reading this article, naturally). In the final 
analysis, the only way to protect your data from thieves is to 



Set to succeed 

There are a number of parameters to the SET command, far too many to fit in the text, so here is a fairly 
complete list and what they do. Rle.typ is just a dummy name and would be replaced with the name of the file 
you were interested in or with a wildcard file specification 



SET fite.typ [password=dandy] 

SETfile.typ[ro] 

SETfile.lyp[rw] 

SET f ile.typ [sysl 

SETfile.typ[dir] 

SET fite.typ [archive=off] 

SET fite.typ [archive=on] 

SET(ite.typ[F11 

SET fite.typ [protect=detete] 

SET fite.typ [pr otect=write] 

SET fite.typ {pfotect=read} 

SET fite.typ iprolect=nonel 

SET file.com [ro sys] 

SET [create=on, up<Jate=on] 

SET [accession, update=onJ 

SET [name=8000Plus] 



Set the file password to dandy 

Set the file to Read Only 

Set the file to Read and Write 

Set the file to System 

Unset the System attribute 

Set the file to unbacked up 

Set the file to backed up 

Set a user defined attributes (F1 to H) 

Password required only for deleting 

Password required for writing to file 

Password required for reading file 

Get rid of password for file 

Sets file.com to Read Only and System status 

Datestamp files 

Datestamp files 

Disc name becomes SOOOPIus 



lock up the disc on which it's stored. 

Far more important from a practical point of view is data 
security - in the sense of protecting your data against 
accidental (or purposeful) loss or damage. It's in this area 
that SET can help a great deal. 

To learn more about SET and how to use it, the first thing 
to do is to make up a disc to experiment on. This disc will 
need SETCOM, INITDIR.COM, TYPE.COM, ERASE.COM, 
DIR.COM, SH0W.COM and a nice variety of odd files to 
play with (including some plain Ascii files). Once you've done 
this, it's time to initialise the disc for the rest of the 
operations, so type INITDIR A: or B if you're using a second 
drive. From now on we'll assume that the drive is A. 

After initialising this disc we can try the first trick, naming 
the disc. Just type: 
SET [NAME=HARRIET]. 

Of course, this can be anything you like. Naming discs can 
be fun, but it lacks a certain functionality. In fact it's hard to 
think of a use for it, especially as you can only read it with 
SHOW [LABEL]. 

Security files 

Quickly passing on to something a bit more useful, let's set 

all the files on the disc to Read Only; this will allow you to 

use the COM files (the actual programs), and to read the text 

files. What it will prevent is any erasure of the files. So now 

type: 

SET A:*.* [RO]. 

This will set an attribute bit (see box) which tells the system 

not to allow any alteration of the file. Basically it prevents the 

files from being deleted or ovenwritten by CP/M but doesn't 

hide it in any way; a DIR will still show it. 

Using *.* in the command means that all of the files on 
the disc are affected by the commands. Clearly it's faster to 
specify them all than to name them individually. But what if 
you decide that you do need to alter or delete one of the 
files? The answer is to set it back to Read Write status with 
the command: 
SET FILENAME.TYF' [RW]. 
Obviously you would replace FILENAME. TYP with the actual 



Time ladies and 
gentlemen 

One of the more impressive things SET offers is 
datestamping of files. Files can be stamped with 
either their date and time of creation and their last 
update or with the date and time of last access 
and their last update, it isn't possible to have aii 
three. To display them you need DIR.COM. 
Simply type: DiR [date] 

The only problem with datestamping is that you need 
to initialise the ROW with date and time (using the 
DATE utility) every time you start the PCW In order to 
keep everything straight, if you intend to make a lot of 
use of this facility, then you should seriously consider 
getting a built-in clock (such as the one SCA Systems 
fit into their seriai/Centronic interface). Using a simple 
SUBMIT file (see Issue 34 page 29), this can be made 
to set up the correct date and time on your PCW every 
time it's turned on. 



fl>set [access=Dn, update=oii] 
Label for drive A: 



Directory 
Label 



Passuds Stanv 



Stanp 
Access 



A>dir[date 



Scanning Directory... 
Sorting Directory... 
Directory For Drive A: 



LOCO TXT 10 

NS COM 1£ 

NSUP COM IS 

0PENM835 SCR 24 

SC283S SCR 24 

otal Bytes 
Total Ik Blocks = 



Attributes 



77 Dir RO 

92 Dir Rkl 

92 Dir RM 

181 Dir RW 

181 Dir RW 



Update 



06/20/89 16:05 06/20/89 16:06 

06/20/89 16:08 

06/20/89 16:05 06/20/89 16:06 

06/20/89 16:02 



82k Total Records = 623 Files Found = I, 
80 Used/Max Dir Entries For Drive A; 16/ 256 



With time and date stamping enabled you can find out just when those files were altered, even if you don't know who did it. 
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name of your file. It makes a lot of sense to set your 
application software to Read Only in order to prevent it being 
deleted. Once set, even the command ERA *.* can't get rid of 
it. So, now you know how to prevent accidental erasure of 
your files; people can still read your text files, though, or run 
your COM files. How can you stop that? 

One answer is to set your files to System status. This is 
something lots of software companies do. The Ivlini Office 
suite, for example, contains a lot of System files, as do the 
LocoScript discs (yes, even LocoScript runs under a modified 
version of CP/M). 

Bucking the system 

System files have a few strange properties. As far as CP/M is 
concerned, the most important is that a System file in Group 
can be accessed from any other group. This isn't so 
important on floppy disc systems since few CP/M users work 
in other groups, but on hard discs it can be very useful. You 
can keep all your applications in Group but work from less 
cluttered groups dedicated to particular activities - Group 1 
for database work. Group 2 for word processing and so on. 

The other important property of a system file is that it 
doesn't show up on a DIR listing, all you get is System 
file{s) exist which doesn't tell a snoop very much. You can 
set a file to both Read Only and System with the command: 
SET FILENAME.TYP [RO SYS]. 

Read Only and System can be set on any file without 
running INITDIR first, which makes them suitable for 
everyday use. If you know the name of the file, you can still 
run it (if it's a COM file) or TYPE it (if it's a text file) with the 
normal commands; you just can't see it listed when you do a 
DIR. Still, you've given this file a great deal of protection, but 
is there anything else you can do? 

Well of course there is; you can set passwords for your 
files. This is one of the things you can only do on a disc 
prepared by INITDIR. It's a two-part operation; first you have 
to enable password protection for the disc and then actually 
SET a password. Give the commands; 
SET [PROTECT ON] 
SET A:*.TYP [PASSWORD=BEANO]. 

You can use any of the wildcard commands for filenames, 
so passwords can be set for one file, all files of one type as 
above, or for all files on the disc using *.*. This is one of 
those things that really needs to be done sensibly; a single 
password for all files makes more sense than a different one 
for each file, after all, it can get very tricky getting at your files 
if you forget the magic word (but see the box). 

Back-up a minute 

Perhaps even more important than stopping other people 
getting at your files is making sure that you can always get at 
them. For some reason, probably because storing data to 
disc looks more like magic than technology, PCW users tend 
to have a touching faith in the reliability of discs. While it's 
true that they are far more reliable now than they were, a 
quick look through any CP/M library will reveal an awful lot of 
utilities for locking out bad sectors on early discs. 

Treat a disc as reliable only if there's nothing you're 
relying on stored on it. A corollary of Sod's Law clearly states 
that a disc will fall over the moment it becomes critically 
important to you. 

One way to make sure that you always have a backup of 
any altered files is to make use of the Archive attribute of a 
file, which can be turned on and off using SET. What you 
need to do is set all the files on disc to Archive on and then 
start off fresh by setting just those files you do want backed 
up to Archive off. Now when you use PIP to back up your 
files, just tell it to back up everything that's been altered 
using the Archive parameter shown. The whole sequence is 
shown below: 
SET A:*.* [ARCHIVE=ON] 
SET A:*.DAT [ARCHIVE=OFF] 
PIP B:=A:*.*[A]. 

Now PIP will only copy the files whose Archive attributes 
have been turned off. You use this technique for the first 



.TXT set to directory (DIR), Read On u (RO) 
.COM set to directory (DIR), Read On y (RO) 



fl:NS .COM set to directory (DIR), Read Only (RO) 

fl:LOCO .TXT set to directory (DIR), Read On y (RO) 

fl:NSMP .COM set to directory (DIR), Read On y (RO) 

fl:SC283S .SCR set to directory (DIR), Read Only (RO) 

fl:OPENM83S.SCR set to directory (DIR), Read Only (RO) 

A>dir 

A: NS COM : LOCO TXT : NSUP COM : SCS83S 

A) 

A)set ainsup.con [sysl 



COM : LOCO 



TXT : NSMP 



COM : SC283S SCR ! 0PENM83S 



.COM set to systen (SVS), Read Only (RO) 



A>dir 

A: NS COM : LOCO 

SVSTEM FILE(S) EXIST 



TXT : SC2835 SCR : OPENM835 SCR 



System files can be made accessible by using the DIR option witti SET. All normal files fiave tfie directory bit unset and will be 
shown on screen wtien you do a DIR. They can also be moved, copied or deleted. Setting the file to SYS hides it. 



Technical bit 



When SET sets, what Is it doing? Well, every character in the PCW is held as an eight bit binary 
number, but only the first seven bits are needed to define the character. The eighth bit is normaliy a 
zero but can be used as a flag. The three filetype characters can alt have their high bits set and 
each means something different to CP/M as shown in the diagram. 

As well as these, the first four characters can have their bits set for the benefit of the CP/M 
user or programmer. Since CP/M stores spaces in filenames, even If you don't type anything in you 
can set bits in the filetype even if you haven't used one. 



FI'LENA'M'E 'TYP 



User Fl to F4 Attributes 



T I 



Read 

only 



System Archive 



Caveats 



There are one or two things worth knowing about passwords; namely that only TYPE.COM and 
ERASE.COM seem to recognise them (if you know of any commercial programs that do, please let 
us know). Most programs faced with a password-protected file to load, simply report a BDOS error 
(number 15). Even CP/M doesn't appear able to cope with them. A password-protected COM file 
won't load, and CP/M doesn't even ask for a password, it just reports an error. 

LocoScript reacts a little differently It ignores passwords completely and will happily copy 
erase or alter files thus 'protected', so if you do forget a password simply copy the file with 
LocoScript and the new version will be completely accessible. 



A>set [protect=onl 



Label for drive A; 



Directory 
Label 



Passuds Stanr 
Reqd Crea 



Stanp Stanp 
Access Updal 



A>set a;loco.txt [passuord=drongo] 

AiLOCO .TXT Protection = READ, Password = DRONGO 

A>erase loco.txt 

A: LOCO -TXT Not erased. Password Error 

Password: 

A: LOCO .TXT Not erased. Password Error ^ 

A> erase loco.txt 

A: LOCO .TXT Not erased. Password Error 

Password: 



A>dir 

•: CPM3S1 SCR : CPM352 SCR 
: 0PENM83S SCR 



CON : ERASE 



COM : SC2835 



TYPE.COfyl will erase a password-protected file ■ with the correct password. Ydur password isn't echoed to the screen 



back-up and then set all archive attributes to on again. Using 
the PIP command in future will only copy any files you've 
altered (since altering a file also turns its Archive attribute off). 

Although this is a simple technique, you need to 
experiment to get the hang of it. It's worth doing. Setting 
up a system that makes backing up files automatic at the 
end of every day could just save you hours of work 
rebuilding lost data files. ■ 
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ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 

Rxport, Government & Education „. 
Orders Welcome. Callers Welcome by I 

appointment. All prices subject to 

change without notice - all goods subject 

to availability. 



BRITAIN'S BEST SELLING WORDPROCESSOR RANGE 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256 






L ,>j.^B 



THE AMSTRAD PCW8256 A fully 
integrated word processing system with 
keyboard, screen, 256K of Internal RAM, 
360K 3" disk drive, software and printer. 
Established over the last two years as the 
market leader, the PCW8256 continues to 
offer unbeatable value for money. 



VALUE: £321.00 



8256 On Site Service 1st year £36.00 



ACCESSORIES 8256/8512 



FD2 Second Disk Drive 8256 £115.00 



PACE 5.25" 2nd Drive - with its own built In 
interface comes with free TDOS and 
external power supply. Very easy to fit. We 
use one for data transfer from 
PCW/PC/PCW £159.00 

Titmatic 20MB PCW hard disk £495.00 

CYC 256K to 51 2K Memory Upgrade Kit 
with fitting instruction £49.00 

CPS 8256 Amstrad RS232 P/S 

Interface £49.00 

MCS 8256 Micro Control P/S Ff3232 
Interface £49.00 

CYC PCW 8256/8512 Power and Printer 
Extension Lead £11.00 



MARGIN MAKER 



J 




Single Sheet guide for the 8256/851 2 
E8.75 



AMSTRAD PCW 8512 
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THE AMSTRAD PCW851 2 ■ offering double 
the Internal memory of the PCW 8256 plus 
an additional 720K disk drive which both 
avoids the need for frequent disc-swapping 
and gives you greatly Increased data 
storage capacity at only £1 00 + VAT more 



VALUE: £421.00 



8512 On Site Service 1st year £45.00 



ACCESSORIES 8256/8512/9512 



PCW DUST COVERS 



3 Cover Set VDU, printer. Keyboard (please 
specify 8256 or 851 2 or 951 2) 
£8.65 



sm^ 



maxell 



CF-2per 10 £22.00 

CF-2per20 £42.00 

CF-2per30 £63.00 




AMSOFT 

CF-2Per10 £24.00 

CF-2 Per 20 £45.00 

Disk Cleaner £6.50 



DISK STORAGE BOXES 8256/8512/9512 



3" Disk Storage Box holds 21 £10.50 

3" Tiered Stacker holds 10 £5.50 



4 WAY MAINS DISTRIBUTION SOCKET 




With built In Arrester to give protection from 

mainsbome spikes £14.50 

Surge Protected Plug £9.50 



AMSTRAD PCW 9512 




THE AMSTRAD PCW9512 - featuring a 
wide-carriage daisywheel printer, black and 
white screen, 51 2K RAM. 720K disk drive, 
enhanced keyboard and Locoscript 2 word 
processing software with integrated 
Spellcheck and Mailmerge facilities, giving 
you top quality performance all round. 

VALUE £449.00 



95 1 2 On Site Service 1 st year £49.00 



ACCESSORIES PCW 9512 



FD4 2ND DISK DRIVE 1MB FOR 

PCW 9512 £115.00 

CPS 9512 AMSTRAD RS232 

P/S Interface £49.00 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



The ASF9512 Is an automatic sheet feeder 
for use with the PCW 9512. It will hold up to 
30 sheets of paper enabling either multi- 
page documents or mail-merged letters to 
be printed unattended, thereby releasing the 
user for other tasks and improving 
productivity. The Sheet Feeder can be 
attached or removed in seconds, leaving the 
printer to accept Individual sheets of paper 
or the standard tractor assembly 




£99.00 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



EPSON 

Epson LX800 150cps/80col £185.00 

Epson SQ2500 Ink Jet £875.00 

Epson LQ500 150 cps/50nlq £295.00 

Epson LQ850 220 cps/73nlq £445.00 

Epson LQ1050 132 col 220cps/73nlq... .£570.00 

Epson LQ2550 New In £925.00 

Epson DFX5000 (high speed) £1295.00 

Epson FX850 £329.00 

Epson FX1050 £415.00 




COMPUTER PRINTERS 

Star LX10 Multifont Printer £185.00 

Star LC10 Colour Printer £215.00 

StarNX15 120cps30nlq 136col £289.00 

Star LC24- 1 Latest 24 Pin Machine £289.00 



AMSTRAD PRINTERS 

The new Amstrad LQ5000 24 Pin Printer 
Our Price £360.00 
DMP4000 136 col 200 cps 

F/T 50 n/q £265.00 

DMP 3250 di £165.00 

Amstrad LQ3500 24 Pin £270.00 



PANASONIC PRINTERS 
Panasonic KX-P1124 

Draft - 160 cps, NLQ - 63 cps £269.00 

Panasonic KX -P1180 

Draft- 132 cps, NLQ -38 cps £165.00 



DAISYWHEEL PRINTERS 



Juki 6200 30 cps £325.00 

Juki 6200 + Sheetfeeder £469.00 



LASER PRINTERS 



Epson GQ3500 £1295.00 

Now comes with 2 FREE font cards and HP 
ID card (with I year on site maintenance). 

HP LaserJet II £1445.00 

Panasonic KX-P4450 £1595.00 

Canon LBP MKII £1395.00 

Canon 8HT D/Bin £1995.00 

Canon 8HT Duplex £2195.00 

Brother HL8 £1445.00 

Star Laser 8 £1450.00 

(accessories available please ring) 



AMSTRAD PCW MAINTENANCE KIT 



PCW PRINTER 8256/8512 




£14.00 



MAXAFIT PCW 9512 




£29.00 



PRINTER RIBBONS (min order 2's) 


PRINTER 


QTY 


QTY 


QTY 


Amstrad PCW 


2+ 


5+ 


10+ 


PCW 8256/8512 Nylon 


E4.30 


£3.90 


£3.50 


PCW 8256/851 2 Carbon 


£4.95 


£4.50 


£4.00 


PCW 8256/851 2 Colour 


£5.00 


£4.75 


£4.50 


PCW 951 2 Nylon 


£3.50 


£3.30 


£3.00 


PCW 951 2 Carbon 


£4.75 


£4.50 


£4.00 


PCW 951 2 Colour 


£5.20 


£5.00 


£4.75 


Colours: Red, Blue, Green 


Brown 


Orange o 




Purple 









DAISYWHEELS FOR PCW 9512 



AVAILABLE TYPE STYLES 

PRODUCT CODE TYPEFACE 

Courier 10 Prestige Pica 10 

Recta 10 Oratorio 

Letter Gothic 10/12 Prestige Elite 1 2 

Script 12 Mini Gothic 15 

Thesis PS 

Each £5.25 
For other printer ribbons please call 



PRINTER PAPER 



Price 
80 COLUMN LISTING PAPER per Box 

11 X 9.5 2000 1 part plain 60gsm (Fanfold) £13.50 

11 X 9.5 2000 1 part plain SOgsm £19.00 

11 x9.5 1000 2 part NCR £21.50 

A4 2000 1 part plain 70gsm £19.00 

A4 - 1500 1 part plain 90gsm £18.50 

132 COLUMN LISTING PAPER 

11 X 14.5 2000 1 part plain 60gsm £17.00 

11 X 14.5 2000 1 part M/Rule 60gsm £17.50 

For Large quantity price please call 



PRINTER LABELS 



1 Across (1000) £6.00 

2 Across (2000) £8.50 



• 


_• ■ — OUR 


ffovir^c 
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IMbWP ONLY £30 


• Contour grip design 


• Fully utilises 8256 


• Deluxe Positive 


hardware. 


response button 


• Joystick interface 


• Conventional firing 


■ Easy installation 


button. 


• Plus into 8256 


• Rubber suction cup 


expansion port 


fitting for stable one- 


• Wide range of 


hand operation. 


compatible software 


• Contour groove for 


• Full one year 


sure grip 


guarantee. 


* Price includes FREE Ace Flight Simulator Game!! 



Mouse Pad £5.00 



AMSTRAD V21/V23 

Features 1200/75, 75/1200, 300/300 
Baud rates £99.00 




LINNET V21/V23 

(needs RC232 Centronics Interface) Auto 
dialing and answering. Hayes compatability. 
32 names/number store 
3 Help Menus £129.00 

MICRACOM WS4000 

Auto Hayes - standard with connecting 
cable £156.00 



PRINTER CABLES (parallel) 



25M to 36M 

2M Parallel cable £10.00 

3M Parallel cable £11.50 

5M Parallel cable £14.00 

2M 36 Way Centronics to 36 Way 

Centronics £12.50 



PHOTOCOPIERS 



CANON FC- 5 £602 



/' 



Small portable copier • Light weigfit 
Easy Maintenance • Business Card to A4 size 

Stack 50 sheets at a time, multiple copying 
Automatic Sheet Feed • Unique disposable cartridge 



C ANON PC-7 - £895.50 



• 8 copies per minute • Automatic sheet feed system 
■ 100 sheet cassette capacity • Unique, sealed 
disposable cartridge • Multiple copy facility • 
Reduction/Enlargement 



FAX MACHINES 



CANON 80 - £750 




5 page document feed • Fine mode, automatic 
contrast control • Copying 



CANON 120 -£1000 

Tl^e latest 'phone fax' that fits on a corner of your 
desl<. A personal fax that has a host of features 
usually found In more expensive units. 



The same document can be sent to 16 different 
locations automatically, once stored in the FAX-120' 
desktop facsimile unit. Not only a fax but a memory 
phone and copier. 

• Memorises 16 phones' 16 fax numbers 

• One touch speed dialling • Copies at a touch of a 
button • 17 seconds'page • Built in clock 

• Broadcasts to 16 different locations • Polling, on 
hook dialling • Automatic background control 

• Effective recording width 8 inches • Modem speed 
2,400bps automatic fallback 



NEC NEFAX 2 - £995 




FOR OTHER FAX MACHINES CALL US 




SHARP 10 -7000 ELECTRONIC ORGANIZER 

£156.00 

The Ultimate 
Organizer Quickly 
and Easily Controls 
Personal Information 
& Time Management. 

• Seven major functions in one: Calendar. Schedule. 
Phone/Address Book. Memo Pad. Clock. World 
Clock and Calculator. 

• Application can be expanded by optional IC cards. 

• Displays instructions - operation can be learned in 
minutes. 

• Stores approx. 700 names and numbers or 440 
schedules (32 KB Memory) 

• Big 8-line display (128 characters) or 4-line display 
(48 characters). • Optional Printer/Cassette 
Interface.. 



Telephone: 01-700-4004. Fax: 01-700-4677 



All prices exclude carriage + VAT 



COPICLIP 

Combining practicality with economy, the Copiciip is the latest development from 
the manufacturers of the Thingi copyholder. Easy to install, use and detach, the 
Copiciip is a handy addition to any office or home. The one piece finished product 
is made up of 6 different components, each superbly moulded and finished. 

The Copiclip's flexibility means reduced neck & eye strain for the user whilst 

having the ability to hold single or multiple pages. 

Extra strong velcro fastening for a strong hold on to almost any VDU 

£8 + VAT 




THE THINGI 

THE AFFORDABLE COPYHOLDER 

A modified version of the original product which creates a working space out of 
thin air. Can be positioned on the right or left-hand side of VDU's. The addition of 
a swivel facility (not illustrated) allows for repositioning, towards or away from the 
operator, without having to remove the Thingi from its unique velcro fastening. 

The Thingi can hold single sheets, multiple sheets, or even magazines. 

£6.50 + VAT 




MINI SUPER CLEANER 

A Multipurpose tool, ideal for cleaning inaccessible areas and all delicate 
equipment. Operates on 2 x 1 .5V battehes (not supplied) and has two functions: 
Sucks the dust into its own bag, or Blows the dust away. Kit consists of a handle, 
brush, pipette and bag. Ideal for cameras, typewriters, computers, disk drives, 
printers etc. etc. 

£8.00 + VAT 




SOFTWARE 



^~Mer 



With Master Scan you can reproduce any 
picture on your PCW screen - and print it 
out as many times as you like. 

£49.00 



Incorporates graphics into packages such as The Desktop 
Publisher, Fleet St Editor Plus and Newsdesk. Send 
scanned images via a Modem to other PCW's anywhere! 



M\mW padstt 

As well as creating drawings from scratch you can load in 
scanned images from Master Scan and manipulate them 
using Master Paint's versatile tools. Then you can remove 
superfluous detail, fine tune the drawing using the zoom 
feature, and add text £13.00. 



/lA'Mer 



MASTERSCAN 

AND 

MASTERPAINT 

£55.00 



FLIPPER 2 



" Lil<e having an extra PCW" 

new version - easier to install 

more options 

£29.00 



MINI OFFICE 



PROFESSIONAL PLUS 



Mini Office Professional Plus 

(including Spellchecker) .'. !... .£29.00 

Spellchecker/Thesaurus only £14.50 




DMTA iox 



By Kempston 

Diary - Paperbook - Notepad - Calendar 

£28.00 






An Prices Exclude Carriage and VAT 



WORD PROCESSING 



Arnor Pretext £35.00 

Amor Pocket Pretext £27.00 

New World II £43.00 

Tasman Tasword 8000 £15.00 

Tasman Tasprint 8000 £10.00 

Tasman Taspell 8000 £12.00 

Tasman Tas Sign £20.00 

Comsoft Cambase II £30.00 

Database Manager Plus £25.00 

dBase ll-Ashton Tate £66.00 

Datastore Digita V.2 £28.00 

Database Manager Atlast £18.00 

Masterfile 8000 £29.00 

Supertype - Digita V2 £16.00 

Sage Retrieve £42.00 

Sage Magic Filer £43.00 

Compsoft Stock Control £36.00 

Map Integrated Accounts £90.00 

Map Payroll £36.00 

Map Stock Control £39.00 

Money Manager Plus £25.00 

Sage Popular Accounts £56.00 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus £88.00 

Sage Popular Invoicing £41.00 

Sage Popular Payroll £41 .00 

Amsoft Supercalc 2 £40.00 

Cracker II £29.00 

Locoscript 2 £19.00 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell £33.00 

Locospell2 £17.00 

Locomail 2 £25.00 

Locofont £16.00 

Locofont2 £12.00 

Locofile 8256/8512 £25.00 

Locofile 9512 £25.00 

Printer Drivers Disc £17.00 

24 Pin Printer Drivers Disc £20.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



AMX Mouse Only £39.00 

Database Desktop Publisher 

with AMX Mouse £20.00 

Fleet Street Editor Plus £37.00 

Kempston Mouse £55.00 

Kempston Mouse with Fleet St Editor. ..£95. 00 

Stop Press (software) only £30.00 

Stop Press with AMX Mouse £58.00 

Micro Design II £35.00 

Arnor C £38.00 

Arnor Maxam £38.00 

C-stam (File Transfer System, 

PC & PCW) £34.00 

Digital Pascal MT+ £34.00 

Digital C Basic Compiler £34.00 

Digita Personal Tax Planner £20.00 

Digita Business Controller £65.00 

Mass Easy Labeller (specify computer) £23.00 

Prospell £20.00 

Rotate £17.00 

lankey Two Fingers Touch Typing £16.00 

lankey Crash Course Typing 

(Beginners) £16.00 

Reeltime PCW9512 Locoscript 2 £29.00 

Reeltime PCW8256/8512 Locscript £29.00 

Reeltime PCW8256/8512 Locoscript 2. £29.00 
CP/M Learn to use your Computer £29.00 

Magic Maths (Age 4-8) £14.50 

Maths Mania (Age 8-12) £14.50 

Better Maths (Age 12-16) £14.50 

Better Spelling (Age 8-Adult) £14.50 

Biology 1 (Age 12-16) £15.50 

Chemistry 1 (Age 12-16) £15.50 

Physics 1 (Age 12-16) £15.50 

All in One Mini Office Professional £11.50 

Advanced Locoscript Amstrad PCW £4.50 

A Guide to Logo by Amstrad £9.95 

Desktop Publishing with the 

Amstrad PCW £9.50 

Easily Into Amstrad (Rogers) plus VAT .£14.23 

Locoscript 2 & Amstrad PCW Comp £11.95 

Locoscript 2 PCW9512 By Sinclair £9.95 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



BOOKS (continued) 



Locoscript/Locomail/Locospell £7.95 

Looking Into Locoscript 2 Amstrad £13.95 

Mallard Basic By Locomotive £9.50 

Mastering Amstrad PCW8256/8512 £8.95 

Program Your PCW By Ian Sinclair £7.50 

Practical Amstrad Wordprocessing £5.95 

Step By Step Guide To Locoscript £4.95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor £9.25 

Using Databases Amstrad PCW £6.50 

Using The Amstrad PCW9512 £9.95 

15 Hour Word Processing - Amstrad £5.95 

Ace (ALL PCWS) £14.00 

Brian Cloughs Football (ALL PCWS) £14.95 

Bob Winner (8000s ONLY) £10.00 

Batman (8000s ONLY) £11.00 

Bridge Player 2000 (ALL PCWS) £16.00 

Carrier Command £18.00 

Classic Games 4 (ALL PCWS) £12.00 

Classics Collection £11.00 

Classics Collection II £11 .00 

Clock Chess 89 (ALL PCWS) £14.00 

Colossus Chess 4 (ALL PCWS) £14.00 

Colossus Bridge 4 (8000s ONLY) £12.00 

Cyrus Chess II (ALL PCWS) £12.00 

Corruption (ALL PCWS) £16.00 

Easy Games - 3 games in 1 £12.00 

Fish (ALL PCWS) £17.00 

Frank Brunos Boxing (8000s ONLY) £13.00 

Graham Gooches Cricket (8000s ONLY) £1 2.00 

Head Over Heels (8000s ONLY) £11.00 

Heathrow/Southern Belle £12.50 

Ingrids Back (ALL PCWS) £17.50 

Jewels of Darkness (ALL PCWS) £15.00 

Jinxter (ALL PCWS) £15.00 

Knight Ore (ALL PCWS) £14.00 

Lancelot (ALL PCWS) £12.00 

Living Daylights (8000s ONLY) £10.00 

Leather Godesses of Phobes £18.00 

Mindfighter (8000s ONLY) £19.00 

Matchday II (ALL PCWS) £12.00 

P.A.W.S £18.00 

Parisian Knights £18.00 

Scrabble (ALL PCWS) £13.00 

Strike Force Harrier (8000s ONLY) £14.00 

Starglider (8000s ONLY) £17.00 

Silicon Dreams (ALL PCWS) £12.00 

Steve Davis Snooker (ALL PCWS) £11.00 

The Pawn (ALL PCWS) £17.00 

Time & Magik (ALL PCWS) £12.00 

Tomahawk (ALL PCWS) £13.00 

Tetris (8000s ONLY) £14.00 

Trivial Pursuits (8000s ONLY) £14.00 




VISA 



..^ TELEPHONE ACTIONDESK 
jQ 01 -700-4004 

10am - 6pm Mon - Sat 

Cyca Limited. 287 Caledonian Road, London N1 1EG. 

Callers welcome by appointment 

All Prices Exclude Carriage and VAT 
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Basil Pigg takes his seat on the'lury and delivers a verdictin tw( 



Word processing has revolutionised the way you write your letters 
or bool<s; wouldn't it be nice if you could do the same with music? 
Well, you can. A MIDI interface and software lets you control your 
synthesiser with your PCW, letting you process and edit music just 
as you process and edit your words... 



EMR PRO-PERFORMER 
SOFTWARE 

£59.95 • EMR (0702 335747) • All PCWs 



One note samba, 
or slightly out 
of tune? 

Unlike most computers the PCW 
lias no sound ctiip, only a 
beeper pitched somewhere 
around B flat. With a little Basic 
program however you can 
persuade it to buzz instead at a 
variety of pitches and 'play' a 
melody, though the results sound 
not unlike a dying fly Such a 
listing has appeared in 8000 
Plus (issue 19. April 88, p72). 



DHCP12-TRACK 
SEQUENCER SOFTWARE 

£45.00 • DHCP (0440 61207) • All PCWs 

IDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) makes your 
PCW into a music processor. Just connect a 
synthesiser to your PCW via a cable and a MIDI 
interface, which plugs into the back of your machine, 
and play a tune. The synthesiser will convert your tune into 
a series of digits, recording such data as each note's pitch, 
duration and so on. And, on more sophisticated synths, the 
'velocity' of the keypress, enabling the volume of each note, 
and hence the interpretation, to be saved. 
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Your PCW then stores the line of music you've just 
played on disc, as a stream of numbers, just as it stores 
your words in LocoScript as a stream of numbers. Now you 
can use the MIDI software to do various things like play the 
line back, transpose it up or down at the touch of a key, 
loop it so it plays repeatedly, play it back faster or slower 
and so on. 

By playing this back and recording another line as you 
listen to it you can build up tracks which will play back 
together, building up an orchestra of sounds from each 
single line. Individual lines can be altered, so that if you find 
you don't like the bass part you've laid down on your demo 



tape, you can re-record it without touching the other lines. A 
boon for pop musicians and students fine-tuning their 
compositions. 

Not all synthesisers are MIDI compatible, but most are 
nowadays (it will always say if it can work with MIDI or not). 
You can also get MIDI drum machines, guitars and horns, 
which are played in the same way as their acoustic 
counterparts, but produce their sound electronically; they 
hook up to your PCW just like those synthesisers. (The 
drum machines are good, the horns aren't bad, but a MIDI 
guitar can be excruciating to play.) 

A MIDI interface allows your PCW to play your 
compositions through several instruments at once, making it 
an electronic conductor. You don't lift a finger- all your 
music has been keyed in line by line. If you have a multi- 
timbral synth, it can play several different instrument 
settings at once (one line in its drum setting, another in 
'bass', another in 'flute' and so on); otherwise it will play all 
the different lines as the same sound (all flute, or whatever 
the synth is set to). 

To make MIDI music you need a PCW - which you 
probably have already - at least one MIDI instrument, a 
MIDI interface, and MIDI software. Cables to link the lot up 
are available from the shop where you buy your synthesiser. 
There are too many synths to mention here; basically get 
the most expensive one you can afford, making sure it's 
MIDI compatible of course. Casio make lots of MIDI 
instruments, and the CZ 101 is still the favourite 'starter' 
synth (£230 or so). 

Which leaves the interface and software. For the PCW 
owner there is a choice of two companies, each of which 
make a MIDI interface and software to manipulate your 
compositions: DHCP and EMR. How do they stack up? 
Both packages give you a single screen which shows you 
the state of the tracks currently in memory - whether they're 
set to play or not, whether looped, which channel (that is 
which output device - MIDI guitar, synthesised bass, 
synthesised flute for example) and so on. EMR can cope 
with 1 6 tracks, DHCP with 1 2, all of them polyphonic (more 
than one note at a time) if necessary. Both let you have 
tracks as long as your PCW memory will allow, and unless 
you are into ninety-minute symphonies you won't need to 
worry about this. 

Both packages can cope with quite advanced 
instruments - ones with velocity sensitive keyboards to 
preserve your sensitive interpretations, for example. You 
also have metronome facilities onn both. 

EMR's offering scores over DHCP's with its step time 
recording facilities. You can enter your tune at any old 
raggedy speed, some notes short and some long, and it'll 
tidy them all up and make them the same length. 

Looping can be done equally easily on both packages, 
making it possible to repeat various lines ad nauseam and 
thoroughly annoy your neighbours. A notepad is also 
supplied with each one, allowing you to record details of 
your compositions and to remind you who played what. 
Both have 'count-in' facilities, a sort of electronic 'one, two, 
one-two-three-four' to make your tracks start together. 

Icon classed 

EMR's screen is more carefully designed, with a range of 
little icons to brighten things up, and make them easier to 
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t Oitwo MIDI packages that can make your PCW make music 



MIDI MUSIC 




I DHCP ELECTRONICS MUlIMRflCK MIDI SE6UENCEI!| 
I ma NODE CHAN SIARI LOOP 10 FREE 



1 PLflV OS 01 

2 PLflV 03 01 

3 FLAV 08 01 
1 PLflV 01 o: 
3 OFF 

6 OFF 

7 OFF 

8 OFF 

3 PLflV 04 01 

10 PLflV 10 01 

11 OFF 
la OFF 



MEIRONONE lENPO SIGNATURE BflRCOUNI 



O-CfllflLOGUE 4-DEC 
1-LOAD files S-INC 
2-SAUE files 7-DEC 
3-CLEAR data 8-INC 
G-SIARI record/plaa sequence 
3-NOTEPAD 



THE NOTEPAD 

Track 1 - Cel o 

Track 2 - Uio a 

Track 3 - Uio n I 

Track 4 - Uio n II 



EMR's editing screen (left) is clearer, better designed, and offers more functions than DHCP, 



foNow. DHCP displays your notepad constantly on screen 
for you. You move around both with the cursor keys and it's 
all single key press stuff. Both have a pleasantly logical way 
of doing things, though DHCP's error messages are rather 
unhelpful (having 'DISC ERROR' screamed at you when a 
track you ask to be loaded doesn't materialise isn't 
particularly enlightening). 

Interface the music 

EMR and DHCP both do MIDI interfaces, for £89.90 and £89.95 
respectively. They plug into the expansion port in the back of 
your PCW, and have DIN sockets to connect your MIDI 
instruments Into. 

Both offer MIDI in and out plus MIDI through connection, 
enabling you to hook up to a separate unit which can control 
several instruments from the one socket. The EMR interface 
though has two MIDI outs and a connection for a a clock 
(metronome) device. DHCP, on the other hand, only has one. 

The DHCP model is one box; EMR's is in two parts, one for all 
the in-out sockets and one to plug into your PCW, connected by a 
ribbon cable. It's much less awkward to change leads and hook 
up different instruments and doesn't run the risk of pulling the 
box off the back of the PCW as you do so. Both units have just a 
slightly flimsy feel about them but seem to stand up to normal 
wear and tear okay. 

The DHCP interface is a perfectly good piece of kit, but the 
EMR one has more sockets and is better designed; it's even five 
pence cheaper. EMR wins hands down. 



The more you use EMR's package the more it is clear 
how much the better of the two it is. DHCP allows no 
editing; if you make a mistake in a track, you just re-record 
the entire track. EMR however lets you record from a point 
just before that duff bit, making it rather easier to get a 
mistake-free version eventually! 

EMR also lets you transpose lines, which DHCP doesn't, 
and its arrangement facility - the 'mixing' of different tracks 
together - is more sophisticated, allowing you to fiddle 
things better so that they are in time with each other. 

Also, the manual with EMR's package is much better. 
While DHCP's is a six-page fact sheet, adequate for the 
experienced MIDI musician, EMR gives you a 40-page 
manual with plenty of information and hints - much better 
for the beginner or MIDI dabbler. 

Although EMR is £1 5 more than the DHCP sequencer 
you'd be unlikely to go for the cheaper alternative. While 
DHCP is a perfectly good product - you'd be quite happy to 
get one for Christmas - EMR's package is better designed, 
offers many more features and is easier to use, more than 
compensating for the price difference. It was a long time 
coming out (the launch was one year later than expected.) 
but the careful preparation and thought behind it really 
shows - it's great fun to use. 

If you own a PCW and want to make your home into 
an electronic recording studio, MIDI and EMR offer the 
ideal introduction. 



EMR PRO-PERFORMER 



PIUSES 



MINUSES 

T A bit more expenW? 
than DHCP 



A Good manual 

A Steptime recording 

A Some editing possible 

A Clear, icon-based screen 

A Arrangements facility 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 5 





DHCP 12-TRACK SEQUENCER 


PLUSES 


MINUSES 


A 


Cheaper than EMR 


▼ Manual skimpy 


A 


Tracks can be bounced to 


▼ No steptime recording 




enable several tracks to all 


T No editing possible 




be put onto one 


' 


A 


Looping can start/ end at any 






bar, not just first-to-last 


ifl 


A 


Add-ons available for Casio 




and Korg synths 


^ 


■ 
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The Tooleries 

DHCP also offer 'toolkits' for the 
CasioCZ101,CZ230, andthe 
Korg DW6000 synths (each 
£45). These help you manipulate 
the data when creating voices on 
the synths. EMR are talking 
about a music editor, enabling 
you to edit individual notes on 
your recorded tracks rather than 
having to re-record from the 
point of the mistake onv^ards, 
though it still looks months av*ay 
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S K MARKETING 

> > > COMPUTER SUPPLIES < < < 

10 Fulham Broadway, London. SW6 lAA.Telephone: 01 381 6618/9 (24 hours) 



LONDON'S LARGEST 

REGISTERED 
AMSTRAD DEALER. 

FAX: 01-381 0528 



Personal Callers Welcome 
Opposite Fulham Broadway 
Tube Station - District Line 



COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING FOR 
UNBEATABLE OFFERS!!! 

Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 



All prices Excl. VAT 

Carriage Free/Mail Order 

Immediate Despatch 



AMSTRAD PCW RANGE 



Amstrad 8256 


£320.00 


Amstrad 8512 


£405.00 


Amstrad 9512 


£399.00 





Amstrad RS232/Cent Interface £48.00 

8256 Memory Upgrade 851 2 POA 

FD4-2nd Drive for 8256/9512 £118.00 



IT'S HERE AT LAST! 




• HOLDS 30 SHEETS 

• WITH SOFTWARE 

• AUTOMATIC SHEETFEEDER FOR 
9512 

£79 



WORDPROCESSING 



TaswordSOOO £16.00 

TaspnntSOOO £10.00 

TaspellSOOO £12.50 

TasSim £20.00 

Pretext £35.00 

Pocket Pretext £26.00 

New World II £44.00 

Locoscript2 £21.00 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 2 £28.00 

Locospell 1 (for Locoscript!) £26.00 

Locospell 2 £17.00 

Locomail 1 and 2 £26.00 

Locofont £18.00 

Locofontll £14.00 

Locofile £26.00 



DATABASES 



Cambase II 

Sage Retrieve 

Sage Magic Filer 

Datastore (Digita) (Version II).. 
Supertype (Digita) (Version II). 
Database Manager (At Last) ... 

Masterfile 8000 

dBase II 



..£30.00 
..£41.00 
..£42.00 
..£28.00 
..£17.00 
..£17.50 
..£32.00 
..£65.00 



Mini Office Professional PLUS £29.00 

(Includes: Universal Spellchecker, Thesaurus) 

Spell Checker/Thesaurus only £14,50 



ACCOUNTS 



Database Manager Plus £25.00 

£58.00 

£90.00 

£41.00 

£41.00 

£90.00 

£36.00 

£36.00 



Sage Popular Accounts 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus.. 

Sage Popular Invoicing 

Sage Popular Payroll 

Map Integrated Accounts 

Map Payroll 

Comsoft Stock Control 



3 " CF2 DISCS FOR AMSTRAD 



SKM 

SCOOP 

MAXELL 



10 £22.00 

20 £41.00 



BLANK CF2 

Double Sided/Single Density 



ACOUSTIC HOOD 
FOR YOUR 951 2 




SKM'S most economic solution to 
noisy printers 

Up to 90% noise reduction 

See through lid keeps noise in and dust out 

Hood and Stand £95.00 only 



SKM SPECIALS 



PCW Dust Covers (3 piece inc) £9.00 

3" Drive Cleaning Kit £9.50 

Margin Maker £8.75 

8256/8512 Printer Maintenance Kit £16.00 

Fleet Street Editor Plus £39.00 

The Database Publisher (Software) £20.00 

Database Desktop Publisher 

(with AMX mouse) £55.00 

Stop Press £30.00 

Stop Press + AMX Mouse £57.00 

AMX Mouse Package (with Desktop) £48.00 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Panasonic KX P1124 

The latest 24 pin Panasonic printer.. 



..£265.00 



Star LC10 

Star LCI Colour .... 

StarLC24 10 

StarNB-24 10 

StarNB-24 15 

StarNB15 

Amstrad LQ5000 

Amstrad DMP4000.. 

Amstrad LQ3500 

Amstrad DMP3250.. 

Epson LX800 

Epson EX1000 

Epson FX850 

Epson EX1050 

Epson FX850 

Epson LQ500 

Epson LQ850 

Epson LQ1050 



..£162.00 
..£185.00 
..£289.00 
..£469.00 
..£555.00 
..£689.00 
..£360.00 
..£265.00 
..£230.00 
..£130.00 
..£175.00 
..£565.00 
..£305.00 
..£399.00 
..£305.00 
..£269.00 
..£420.00 
..£565.00 



Export, Government and Educational orders welcome. 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 
CARRIAGE FREE!! 

All prices subject to change without notice 
All goods subject to availability 



PCW RIBBONS 



PRINTER QTY QTY QTY 

AMSTRAD 2+ 5+ 10+ 

PCW 8256/8512 Nylon £4.30 £4.00 £3.50 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon £4.75 £4.50 £4.00 

PCW 8256/8512 Colour £5.00 £4.75 £4.50 

PCW 9512 Nylon £3.50 £3.30 £3.00 

PCW 9512 Carbon £4.75 £4.50 £4.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Amsoft Supercalc2 £40.00 

Cracker II Turbo £37.00 



GRAPHICS 



DrDraw £32.00 

Dr Graph £32.00 



Master Scan £49.00 

Master Paint £13.00 



//f^^ 



MasterScan 

and MasterPaint 

£55.00 



GENERAL & UTILITIES 



Mass Easy Labeller £23.00 

Rotate £17.00 

Plan It £18.00 

Digital Pascal/MT+ £34.00 

DigitialC Basic Compiler £34.00 

lankey Crash Typing £16.50 

lankey Two Fingers £16.50 

Prospell £20.00 

ArnorC £38.00 

ArnorMaxam £42.00 

Personal Tax Planner by Digita £20.00 

Business Controller by Digita £65.00 

Cyrus Chess £12.00 

Colossus 4 Chess £14.00 

Batman £11.00 

Tomahawk £13.00 

Scrabble £J3.00 

TfiePawn £17.00 

Trivial Pursuits £14.00 

Head Over Heels £11.00 

Ace £14.00 

Match Day II £12.00 

Tetris £14.00 

Clock Chess £14.00 

Steve Davis Snooker £11.00 

Classic Games 4 £14.00 

Mallard Basic By Amstrad £9.95 

Programming PCW By Ian Sinclair £7.95 

Step by Step Guide to Locoscript £4.95 

All in One Mini Office Professional £11.50 

Desktop Publishing with the Amstrad PCW £9.50 

Locoscript 2 by Ian Sinclair £9.95 



01 - 381 - 6618 

PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME 9.30 - 5.30 



24 HOURS 
ANSWERPHONE 

FOR CREDIT 
CARD ORDERS 

10 Fulham Broadway, London. SW6 1AA 
TEL: 01-381-6618/9 FAX: 01-381-0528 



INFOFILE 

£5.99 • Gentry Computing • 0689 42848 

Anxious not to let the less intrepid data dabbler slip off tfie 
liook, Gentry Computing have come up with the ultimate disc- 
bound LocoFile tutorial. And indeed, it has much to 
recommend it. 

The user is, for instance, unwittingly getting to grips with 
the knobs and handles of LocoFile at the same time that he 
or she is finding their way around the guide. Within five 
minutes of picking up the introductory literature (well, one 
sheet of paper, actually), you've already got a LocoFile 
database up and running (the guide Itself) and successfully 
used the [fS] Goto menu to select the topic that you're 
interested in. 

On the flip side of the sheet of paper, is an alphabetically- 
ordered printout of the topics included on the disc. Each 
topic constitutes a LocoFile record, and there are 53 of 
them all together.These range from learning how to change a 
card format to printing extracts. All you have to do is press [f5] 
and type In the name of the chapter (for want of a better word) 
you're interested in. The appropriate record appears on your 
screen and you can then flick backwards and forwards 
through the records as normal using the [ALT][PAGE] and 
[PAGE] keys respectively. 

Gentry Computing state that their datafile provides more 
of a 'summary' of LocoFile's main features. Their claim is an 
accurate one. To find out how to create a datafile, go to the 
record entitled 'Datafile - creating' (funnily enough), and 
you will be presented with a typical LocoFile card on which 
a numbered sequence of unequivocal, no messing around, 
instructions outline your immediate course of action. For 
example: 1 ) Move cursor to group you want to store file in 
2) Press [f1] to display Actions menu - and so on. At the 
top right hand corner of every card, however, there is a 
page reference number. This refers you to the LocoFile 
manual for fuller details. 



ANSIBLEINDEX PLUS 

£29.95 • Ansible Information • 0672 62576 

As anyone who has had to wrestle with badly-organised 
documentation will tell you (and we have to hack our way 
through more than our fair share of It here at 8000 Plus), a 
good index is worth its weight in gold. 

Ansiblelndex Plus is the upgraded version of the 
LocoScript document Indexer that was first reviewed way 
back in the second issue of 8000 Plus (on page 16). It seems 
to have come a long way since then: there's a word counter 
Included on the disc now, as well as a supporting program 
called GREASE (a diverting but mildly demoralising report on 
our - as in your or one's - use of words generally). 

t^ore importantly, perhaps, an automatic detection of 
which LocoScript format Is being used has been built into the 
program, which makes it compatible with versions 1 and 2. 
New Indexing facilities include distinguishing sub-headings, 
themes and cross references between entries. 

As far as ease of use Is concerned, AIX Plus is a delight. 
All you have to do is type into LocoScript the document that 
you want to index. Then pick out the words and phrases that 
you would like to include in the index by highlighting them 
using the Reverse video emphasis option (-i-RV and -RV). 
Save the document and run AIX. 

The resulting index Is automatically sorted into 
alphabetical order, each entry being accompanied by the 
page number(s) on which it appears. AIX can also produce a 
single index for a series of documents providing the number 
of the first page of the second file carries on where the last 
page of the previous one left off. 

Not only can groups of words be indexed normally - for 
example, 'mutton pie.' They can also be easily inverted: 
'pie, mutton 3, 4.' Sub-headings, which appear below the 
previous entry, slightly Indented, are also presented In 
alphabetical order. 



0NTE3T 



Need some orderly coaching? Sign up here! 



Also supplied on the disc for you to emulate if need be 
are a number of datafile templates - datafiles for keeping 
track of birthdays, official addresses, membership records, 
recipes and computer discs to name but a few. You can see 
working versions of these on the B side of the disc. 

Two READ. ME files make for fairly essential reading as 
they outline some of the thought processes that should be 
brought to bear before any datafile - regardless of what it's 
for - is created. 

Will you, for example, be printing out whole records or 
extracts? Depending on your preference, don't forget to 
arrange your Item names and data accordingly - and so on. 
These READ. ME documents take you through some of the 
planning that's gone Into the setting up of the Included 
templates. They also advise on Inserting LocoScript 
documents Into LocoFile datafiles, printing labels and 
printing in columns. Each procedure Is amply Illustrated with 
successful examples. 

InfoFlle represents good value for money; Its main 
strength - as we've seen - lies In Its ability to accustom 
the user to LocoFile without him or her realising it. The 
information is also very clearly and cleanly presented. 
Unfortunately It suffers the usual disadvantages of all 
disc-bound user guides: you can't dip in and out of it on 
the train each morning In to 
work. On the other hand, it 
will provide a handy safety 



net which can be consulted at 
a moment's notice whenever 
working with LocoScript 
and/or LocoFile. ■ 



RANGE OF FEATURES 4 
EASE OF USE 5 
PERFORMANCE 4 
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,e was su ppor ted by nen like (liReU) 
(*HeU)i!ajfen(-PeU5 and (tBeU) 
or the old eneny. (*ReU)i' 

jeen gained and uhat couK. ^ ~- 

;he neyotiations and uas guided oy h 
md Griffith k neui that they had enco 
iif4^ReU>i!naTminT>l(-:BeU) and (tReU)| 
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lot intend that the (:iiReU)pn 
;erns of the (JReU)li 
;han (H^R^eU)iaiSEiiaa33iB(-Reg) would s 
l(-:ReU), too, never really u> 



resiQPTit 



it first hand what the people suffer 
n his own constituency the people f 
ho uas then (*ReU); 
f the Council's support. One Counc 
tti tude in these words: 'It is n ot 
l(^Reg) nore.' (*ReU)i!ia!aBB(-B 



ifire with Irela 
latred of (^fReV) 






Austen Chanberlain, 1 

Birkenhead, 1 
Brennan, 1 
Brugha, 4 

Caesar, 3 

Chairnan of Clare County Council, 3 

Childers, 4 

Churchill, 2 

Collins, 1, 3 

Dail President, 2 
Dalton, 1 
Dc Ualera, 1, 3 
De Ualera's, 2, 4 

England, 1, 4 

General Brennan, 3 

inperialist England, 4 
reland, 2 
reland's, 2 
rish, 2 
rish Free State, 2 



-HeU), (tReU)aH33(: 



Highlight the words to be indexed (here the style codes are visible), run AIX Plus, and the index on the right results 



In addition to this, AIX Plus allows three different kinds of 
subject indexing: themes, concurrent themes and master 
themes. Full details are provided in the manual. 

Once your Index has been compiled, you can list it to the 
screen before printing out. This is usually the best course of 
action to take, since If the index needs any editing (you may 
want to Include words that didn't appear in your original 
document), now is the time to fine-tune it. 

Ansiblelndex Plus does what It promises easily and 
cleanly with a host of fringe goodies to consolidate 
It's already considerable 
headstart. 

The AIX Plus documentation 
is nothing short of excellent. 
It is light, lucid and 
refreshingly readable. 
Our only query is, where's 
the index? ■ 



PERFORMANCE 5 
RANGE OF FEATURES 5 
EASE OF USE 5 
DOCUMENTATION 5 
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GOVERNMENT 

EDUCATIONAL 

& OVERSEAS 

ORDERS WELCOME 

All prices subject tochange without notice 




LIMITED 



JImsotil^ 


c/= 



CF-2 

COMPACT FLOPPY DISC 

DOUBLE SIDED-. .FOR SINGLE SIDED FLOPPY DISC DRIVE 



Why take chances with inferior disks, 
buy the best for your PCW, ONLY 
use Amsoft CF-2 Disks. 

• Genuine Amsoft CF-2 Compact 
FloppyDisks 

• Fully Guaranteed 

• Reliable Time after Time 



Quantity 

20 

30 

40 



Cost per box of 10 

£19.50 

£19.00 

£18.50 

£18.00 



Please coll for other quantities 



RSC PCW TOP 30 
SOFTWARE HIT LIST 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Accounts £56.00 

Sage Accountant Plus £88.00 

Sage Invoicing £40.00 

Sage Payroll £40.00 

Stockmarket ......£25.00 

Money Manager £24.00 



DATABASES 



Sage Retrieve 

Master File 8000... 
Dbase II 



£40.00 

£28.00 

£60.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



GRAPHICS 



Mosterpock £54.00 

(Scon & Paint) 



WORDPRCESSSING 



Protex £33.00 

Locoscript2 £20.00 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell2 £27.00 

Locospell2 £16.00 

Locomoil 1& 2 £25.00 

Locofonti £16.00 

Locofont 2 £1 2.00 

Locofile £25.00 

New-Word 11 £42.00 



ALL PRICES 
EXCLUDE VAT 

FREE DELIVERY 

(UK MAINLAND) 



DISK STORAGE BOXES 



iMMMM- 












Fleet Street Editor. £29.00 

Press £29.00 

Press + AMX Mouse £54.00 



Stop I 
Stop I 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc 2 

Cracker II (Turbo) . 



£38.00 

£35.00 



PCW ADD-ONS 



fD4 (1Mb Drive) 

(Second Disl( Drive for ttie 8256/95 12) 

Arrstrod RS232 Centronics Interface 

PCW 8256/85)2 Memory Upgrade 

RSC PCW Printer/Power Extension 8256/851 2 . 
9512 Printer Extension 



'VVVVVVV 
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GENERAL 



Mini Office Professional PLUS £27.00 

(951 2 & Dual Drive 8000 Series) 

Sage Chit Chat £69.00 

Sage Chit Chat with Linnet Modem.... £205.00 

Easy Lobeller £21.00 

Rotate £16.00 

AMX Mouse & Desktop Utilities £47.00 




AMSlOL(each) 
AMS10L{x2).... 
AMS10L(x3).... 
AMS 30L (each) 
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Single sheet guide for ttie PCW 8256 & 8512 £9.10 



95 12 SINGLE SHEET GUIDE 



Sturdy aluminium and perspex construction. 
RSC SPECIAL PRICE 



..£14.95 






NEW ASF95 12 SHEET FEEDER 




At last, a quality sheet feeder for the Amstrod 9512 
A voluble addition to your 9512 printer. 
Includes modified software. 
RSC SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 



£75.00 

.£115.00 

...£45.00 

£P.O.A 

...£11.00 
£9.00 



........ ?^^VJ^ 

mmmm$ 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 



EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 



Telephone: (0923) 243301 

(24 hours) 
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COPY HOLDERS 



4-WAY AAAINS MULTI-SOCKET 




RSC 12 Desktop '.. .r^T^ £12.00 

RSC LI Desk Clamp £12.00 

A must for every workstation, ton be positioned ot nimost any ongle. 



;?tf\Stf\f\iii\5^V\ Multistrike 

5SS5\.'Wtf^.'i Ql 2 £3.35 each 

•^^mB^' " 

5S®SS5S^: 01 10 to ™'e) £3.00 each 

SijVSjJ^^^^jfV QT 2 £2.25 eoch 

iJ^^VjwVjVj^V 015 £2.00 each 

fc- V" V^V V* V* V* V* V" \ 

fJ^^vJ^^^>5^VQI10(ormore) £175each 

fJ^VS^^^VjVjVjV Foi Doisywheel Printers Only. 




RSC E21 A KEYBOARD 
STORAGE DRAW 



PCW RIBBONS 



Min order 2's 

QI2 £4.00 each 

QI 5 £3.50 eoch 

01 1 (or more) £3.00 eoch 

PCW Multistrike Ribbons £5.00 eoch 

PCW Colour Ribbons (Blue/Brown/Red/Green) £5.00 eoch 

Ribbons ovoiloble for most other printers. 



4 Way mains distribohon socket.Wilb built-in orceste to give full protechon 

from mains borne spikes ond surges £1 5.00 

Spike protected plug £'.50 



ANTI-STATIC MATS 





The RSC E21A keyboard storoge drovi features n sturdy steel 



\i V* S^ V» \i V* ■ 
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PCW 9512 RIBBONS 



Fabric 






(Blue/6iown/Red/Green) . 



*V5^!5SVJV}WV Courier 1 Script 1 20 rotor 1 



PCW DASIYWHEELS 



..£5.00 eoch 



^ii;£i!SjS/iJijSj. Recto 10 Thesis PS 



Elite 12 



RSC M-02 AnfrStntic Mouse Mot £6.95 

280 X 21 X 4mm Fully Eorlbed when connected. 

RSC M-03 Anti-Static Keyboard Mot £8.95 

595 X 250 X 4mm Fully Eorthed when connected. 

RSC M-04 Anti-Stohc PC Mot £1 4.95 



RSC TOP 10 GAMES 



Bolmon £10.00 

Scrabble £12.00 

Triviol Pursuits £12.00 

Tommohowk £13.00 

Motch Day II £1 0.00 

Steve Davis Snooker £1 2.00 

Time S Mogic £10.00 

Broin dough's Footboll £10.00 

Colusses Chess £12.00 

Colusses Bridge £12.00 



construction, A PC keyboard locotes in the troy wliich con be safely tuclced out ^VjVj^Vj^' 
of sight when not in use. Soves space on your desktop & provides protection i^'ljVj'Sj'Vjij' I 
from dust & dirt. CPU & monitor stock on top. '^if VjVj^^ji 

RSC PRICE £27.00 iijvj^^ij^ji 

^^ 

I Pact PloinSOgms 2,000 £19.00 ^ijij^^^^' 

I Pott Plain 70gms 2,000 £19.00 iijijij^ijij" 

£18 50 y^j^^^i}' 
1 32 Column listing poper pet box y^?^?^?^^^^' ' 



PRINTER PAPER 



80 Column listing poper pet box 

1 r X 9.5" 1 Port Plain 609ms 2,000 £13.50 

irx9.5'l 

irX9.5"2PartNCRl,000 £21.50 

A41 

Part Ploin90gms 1,500.. 



A4 



X 14.5" 1 Port Plain! 
xl4.5"' 



Igms 2,000 £17.00 ytftf^ftf^J: | 



I PortM/Rule 60gms 2,000 £17.50 ;S<J5S\J\J^ 

Mollotd Bosic ■ Amstrod £9.95 .sj-^ijvj^-^. 



BOOKS - VAT FREE 



letter Gothic 10/12 Prestige Pico Mini Gothic oil ot £5.25 eoch 



^ijisvK^^^^V RSC PRICE £14.00 

,- V" V" V V \(" V« \* V» \ 



LABELS 



AMSTRAD PCW PRINTER 
MAINTENANCE KIT 



For 8256/8512, removes dirt and ink deposits to maintain maximum 
print quality. 



1,0001 Actoss.. 
2,000 2 Across .. 



..£6.00 
..£8.65 



Progrom Your PCW -Sincloic £7.95 ^ij^jifVj^ji;' 

Step by Step Guide to locosctipl £4.95 

All in One Mini Office Professionol £1 1 .95 

Desktop Publishing with the Amstrad PCW £9.50 

locoscript 2 - Sindoir £9.95 

Locoscript 2 i Amsttod PCW - Hughs £1 1 .95 






LASER LABELS 



2,000 2 Across .. 
3,000 3 Across .. 



..£13.50 
..£13.50 



3" DISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANER 



RSC OFFICE & COMPUTER FURNITURE 



:;|||||||| To complete the RSC automated office environment, we now offer a quality mnge of office & computer 
jiiillli furniture .Tiie RSC workstations & ergonomic gas strut chairs will improve any office situation 












-^^MM^^^S) RSC T-302X Low Back Gas Strut Choir £49.00 

RSC T-302AX Low Back Gas Strut Choir with arms £59.00 

RSC T-601 AX High Bock Gas Strut Choir with arms £69.00 

(Available in Oatmeal or Chalk Blue) 







■^pp&A>pppVi 
'A-AyfrAAAA-AA 



EDUCATIONAL CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 



RSC Limited, 75 Queens Road, Watford, WDl 2QN. 

Fox: (0923) 37946 Telex: 265871 

Callers Welcome 



Locoscript/Moil/Spell ■ Brodshow £7.95 .'ijVj^J^VjVj: 

looking into Locoscript 2 ■ Rogers £13.95 YAAAAAf 

taVjJJJJJjW 

The Clear Head £6.50 ggg^§. 

y-v-Y^^T^Xi. I 

•A-sAA-^Y' 
•AYAAfr^-a 




RSCT-2001 Computer Workstotion (IdeolforWN) Zr.£66.00 

RSC T-1 68AB Vertical Computer Workstation (Grey) £99.00 






LOCOMAIL 



SUMS AND SUBSTANCE 

Sharon Bradley, a lady you can really count on, 
shows how to use the mathematical functions of Locomail. 



It's true that LocoMail won't provide you with the perfect, all-purpose 
calculating machine that you can whisk out of your pocket at a moment's 
notice. Nor can it tame the kind of equations that would send Karl Gauss 
turning in his grave. 

On the other hand, nobody would argue its ability to transform heavy- 
duty number-crunching - you know, the type that isn't particularly 
difficult but deadly dull to do - into a stroll in the park. All you have to 
worry about is feeding the correct commands into your LocoMail- 
compatible document so that the program can then press on with the 
gory bits with as little interference from you as possible. 



Test results 

When typing in arithmetic 
commands into your standard 
documents, it's often a good idea 
to try them out before you throw 
your real data on their mercy 
Type in values that will hopefully 
produce a known result. Checl< 
that the result - along with 
concatenated symbols, decimal 
places and so on - is ordered 
properly on the page. 



Apply within 

The format you specify within 
any square bracl^et only applies 
to the arithmetic in that bracket. 
You can specify different 
formats within different sets of 
brackets, even if they are part of 
the same command. 



32 August 89 8000 PLUS 
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The first point to bear in mind if you're thinking of 
putting LocoMail to any kind of arithmetical use is that 
the program can only cope with what we call 'true' 
numbers. This is a number which contains no text 
characters at all; 15.3 is a true number, for example, where 
15.35% or £78 is not. As you can see, the full-stop, used 
here as a decimal point, is the only exception to this rule. 
This kind of information is known as 'numeric' information. If 
you attempt any kind of arithmetic with non-numeric 
information (that is, it contains text characters), LocoMail 
will immediately squeal one of those Type mismatch' error 
messages at you. 

Ordered operations 

The four operations that LocoMail can carry out are the 
standard ones: addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division (the latter two being represented by the * and / 
signs respectively). 

Any arithmetic you want to do must be enclosed within 
square brackets. For example: 
(+Mail)[Cost_1+Cost_2+Cost_3](-Mail) 
When working out the result of any arithmetical expression 
between square brackets, LocoMail observes the usual 
order of calcJIation. 

First of all, it will work out all the multiplication and 
division and then any subtraction and addition. If, when 
you're combining operations like this in one calculation, you 
consistantly end up with complete codswallop for an 
answer, it may well be that you need an extra set of square 
brackets. Say you wanted to add together three values and 
multiply them by the going VAT rate. If you were to enter: 
(+Mail)[Cost_1+Cost_2+Cost_3 * VAT_rate](-Mail) 
Cost 3 would be multiplied by the VAT rate and then Costs 1 
and 2 added to that result. Not quite the outcome you'd 
expected. Another set of square brackets are required to 
restore the correct order of calculation: 
(+Mail)[[Cost_1+Cost_2+Cost_3] * VAT_rate](-Mail). 
This assures that all the addition is taken care of first, so 
that the resulting total can then by multiplied by the VAT 
rate. You should end up with a sensible answer this time. 

Decimal places 

The largest true' number that LocoMail can cope with has 
18 numbers before the decimal point and nine numbers 
after it. Type in a bigger number, and LocoMail will start 
beeping and treat it as non-numeric information. Similarly, 
minus signs will always ~ by default - be placed in front of a 
negative number. 



Not surprisingly, these pre-determined formats are not 
always going to suit your personal requirements. If you're 
using LocoMail's arithmetical facilities for bulk invoicing, for 
example, your calculations are going to be pretty 
meaningless if the numbers you're using are allocated more 
than two decimal places. The good news is that you can 
specify exactly what format you want your answers to adopt. 

Format modifications are introduced into your LocoMail 
commandments with the vertical bar sign. For example: 
(+Mail)[Cost_1+Cost_2+Cost_3 | 2](-Mail). 
This would ensure that the calculation is carried out and 
rounded to two decimal places. When it comes to VAT 
calculations, the standard practice is to quote to the nearest 
penny below the calculated amount. Put simply, any part of 
the number that comes after the second decimal point 
shouldn't concern you; whether it's above or below the 
number 5, you simply cut it off. This process is known as 
truncating to two decimal places. 

To instruct LocoMail to do this, you insert an exclamation 
mark after the number that follows the vertical bar - like so: 
(+Mail)[[Cost_1+Cost_2+Cost_3] * VAT_rate | 2!](-Mail). 
Bear in mind, however, that LocoMail will automatically round 
values that it calculates. If you want truncated values, then 
you will specifically have to instruct the program to do it. 

When creating your form document, it's sometimes 
useful to set up a decimal tab so that all the amounts owed 
will be positioned one below the other with the decimal 
points neatly aligned. To insert a decimal tab in LocoScript 
2, press [f2] and select the Change layout option. Move the 
cursor to the point on the ruler line where you would like to 
fix the decimal tab, and press the [-i-] key three times. [EXIT] 
will take you back to the document. 

Give or take a sign or two 

As we've said earlier, LocoMail prints out all negative 
values with a minus sign in front of them. Another 
refinement you can make (if you prefer - it may not suit your 
needs), is to add a plus sign to positive values. This might 
come in handy if you want to emphasise credit values, for 
example. Failing that, you can just insert a space. At least 
this ensures that you're figures will sit underneath each 
other neatly. 

To include a plus sign in your calculation, include a -i- 



Show-case 

Any kind of arithmetic must be enclosed within square braclcets. 
There are, however, three different ways of incorporating your data 
into the document. 

1) If you want LocoMail to carry out the calculation in the brackets 
and immediately insert the answer into the finished document, then 
you would insert a command like the following: 
£(+Mail)[Cost_1+CoslJ+Cost_3 1 2](-Mail). 

2) If you don't want to insert the result of a calculation into the 
document - merely store it as a name to be used perhaps further 
down as part of another calculation, use this command format: 
£(+Mail)Total= [Cost_1+Cost_2+Cost_3 1 2];total(-Mail) 

3) To store and Insert the result - probably the most popular option 
- use the following: 
£(+Mail)Total:[Cost_UCost_2+CostJ|2]:total(-Mail) 



immediately after the vertical bar in your command: '... | + 
2!](-Mail)', for example. To leave a space, include a minus 
sign instead. 

Group theory 

if you're handling very large numbers - like millions - you 
can choose whether to present the digits in groups of three 
or not. 250 000 000 instead of 250000000, for example. 

This has the advantage of making them easier to read. 
Once again, you need to insert a specific character into your 
format command. The character that you use rather depends 
on whether you want to separate the groups of digits by a 
space or a comma. Insert a / after the vertical bar and you'li 
get a comma. Use a \ ([ALT] 1/2) to produce a space after 
every third digit starting from the right. 

As we've seen, LocoMail can only carry out arithmetic on 
information that is unequivocabiy numeric. The chances are, 
however, that you will need - at some point - to incorporate 
some non-numeric characters into your calculations; if you're 
invoicing, then the figures you use are going to be financial 
amounts. The £ sign (or any other currency symbol, for that 
matter) is a text character; so is the % sign. 

Joined-up writing 

LocoMail, however, allows you to combine numehc and non- 
numeric information in the finished document, using a 
process called 'string concatenation'. While it may not sound 
a particularly pleasant process, it is actually very simple to 
put into operation. 

Suppose you're a mail-order company wanting to work 



out an invoice, per customer, for various items bought over a 

set period of time. You may well insert a series of commands 

like the following into your master document; 

July's purchases: 

(+Mail)Total= "£" & [CostJ +Cost_2+Cost_3 | 2]:total(-Mail). 

Less VAT @ 15%: 

(+Mail)VAT= "£" & [total*0.15 | 2!]:VAT(-Mail) 

Sum owed; 

(+Mail)Sum= "£" & [total+VAT | 2]: sum(-Mail). 

The first half of each instruction is telling LocoMail to carry out 

the calculation (within the square brackets) and insert what is 

enclosed within quotation marks (the currency symbol) in front 

of the calculated result. The ampersand is basically what 

'joins' the two elements together. The second half of the 

command (after the colon) inserts the calculated result into 

the document itself. 

Another way around this is to insert the currency symbol in 
the document itself outside the LocoMail codes. It's often 
easier and can look a lot less cluttered; 
July's purchases; 

£(+Mail)Total=[Cost_1+Cost_2+Cost_3 | 2]:total{-Mail). 
You can combine or join together any pieces of informationiike 
this. It's exactly the same process that we used last month 
(see Planning a Merger, page 37) to combine two or more 
separate items (both non-numeric, in this case) to give a 
single piece of information: 
Dear (+Mail)Salutation = Title & " " & Surname: 
SalutatJon(-Mail). 

The ampersand joins information, it doesn't add them. 5 & 4, 
for example, would become 54, not 9. ■ 



LOCOMAIL 



Vertical hold 

If you use a PCW 8256 or 851 2 
you may be wondering how to 
produce Ihe vertical bar sign 
that IS used to format your 
answers, is produced by 
simultaneously pressing 
[EXTRA] and ' squiggle. The 
9512 already has it displayed 
on the keyboard. 



Times slot 

This box shows just one of the 
arithmetical uses to which you can put a 
LocoMail loop. At the disc management 
screen, select the file with the cursor, 
and press the [F] for Fill key. The 
following loop appears on the screen, 
the first line of which prompts you to 
key in the number of the particular 
times table that you would like to see 
calculated and displayed. Once you've 
typed It in and pressed [ENTER], 
away it goes. 

The hash sign on the first line 
ensures that only numeric information 
can be typed In here. Enter 2 to see the 
two times table, 7 to see the seven 
times table and 106 to see the 106 times 
table. The way this program currently 
stands, however, LocoMail will not 
calculate any times table beyond 12: 
(+Mail)#table > 12:<:*:>(-Mail) is 
instructing the program not to go ahead 
with a pass if the number you enter is 
greater than 12. 

The loop itself is enclosed within 
quotation marks and doesn't begin until 
the fifth line. The third and fourth lines 
of the program define the syntax that it 
will use. Initially, Num is assigned the 
value of 1 - (+Mail)num=1(-Mail). Each 
pass through the loop increases this 
value by 1, until 12 is reached - 
(+Mall)numz[numi1](-Mail)(+Mail)# 
num=13:<:num=0:>:(-Mail). 
The penultimate line of the program 
instructs LocoMail to abandon the times 
table as soon as 13 is reached. 
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Printer idle. Using A: 

Page 1 line 1/S4 
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The LocoMail loop that automatically calculates your limes tables for you! Highight the file-name with the cursor at the disc 

management screen and press [F] for 'Fill'. You will then be prompted to enter, from the keyboard, the number that you want to 

see multiplied. Enter the number of your choice, press [ENTER], and away you go. 



lAiGROUPO /MULTIPLV.MflS Fill docunent 
uaijput 1 Piia LSI CR+0 LPG 



Printer idle. Using A; ff 

Page 1 line 19 /5^ 




This Is what the finished result should look like. Depending on how you have set up the initial loop, you will be able to enter any 

number you like. The fourth line of the loop says 'If the number that you enter Is greater than 12, do not carry on with the pass.' All 

you have to do is alter the number simply by typing in another value. The line could just as simply read, 'If the number entered Is 

greater than 106, do not proceed with the pass.' 




DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



HARDWARE 



5.25" DISC DRIVES 

We now stock 5.25" fully compatible 

disc drives for the PCW range. They 

are directly addressed by CPM and 

require no extra software. 

PCW 8256 & 9512 

5.25" drive £139.95 

PCW 8512 

Switchable drive £159.95 



WORD PROCESSING 



Tasword 8000 17.95 

TasprintSOOO 10.95 

TaspellSOOO 11.95 

Tas Sign 23.95 

Locoscript 2.2 (new version) 21.95 

Locoscript 2 + Locospell ., 31 .95 

Pretext Filer (needs Protext) 21.95 

Pretext Office (needs Protext) ....29.95 



MJC SPECIAL: 

PROTEXT CPM FULL VERSION 

including Spellchecker & Mailmerge 

RRP £59.95 OURS £41.95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile 8000 34.95 

At Last Plus 27.95 

Comix Card Index 29.95 

Minerva First Base 25.95 

German Master 15.95 

French Mistress 15.95 

Italian Tutor 15.95 

Spanish Tutor 15.95 

lansyst Two Finger Typing 19.95 

lansyst Crash Course Typing 19.95 

Supercalc 2 44.95 

Minerva First Calc 25.95 

Money Manager Plus 32.95 

Stockmarket (Share analysis) 32.95 

Comix Simple Accounts II 79.95 

Plan-It (personal planner) 15.95 



DESKTOP / GRAPHICS 



Desktop Publisher 19.95 

Desktop Publisher + AMX Mouse. ..59.95 

MicroDesign 2 49.95 

Supertype II 12.95 



MASTERSCAN: 

Will digitise MOST 

pictures using an optical scanner 

attached to the PCW printer head. 

Images can then be re-printed or saved to 

disc and incorporated in the Masterpaint 

or Desktop Publisher. 

MASTERPAINT: Graphics package 

which can be used to enhance or alter 

images produced by Masterscan or as 

stand alone drawings package. 

MASTER PACK: including both 
Masterscan and Masterpaint. 

MASTERSCAN 
RRP £69.95 - OURS £54.95 

MASTERPAINT 
RRP £19.95 - OURS £15.95 

MASTERPACK 
RRP £79.95 - OURS £59.95 



SUMMER SPECIAL 

for orders received by 3Ist August 



Stop Press Software 29.95 

Stop Press AMX Mouse 64.95 

AMX Mouse + Interface 47.50 

For Stop Press, Desk Top Publisher, 

Master Paint, Micro Designer 

and others 



9512 MATRIX PRINTERS 



Panasonic KXP1081 £159.95 

Star LCIO (inc. Lead) £174.95 

Hisoft Forth 18.95 

Nevada Cobol 39.95 

Nevada Fortran 39.95 

Hisoft Pascal 80 39.95 

Hisoft Devpac 80 V2 39.95 

Hisoft C Compiler 39.95 

Maxamll 39.95 

Amor C 39.95 



GAMES 



BOOKS 



Clock Chess '89 11.95 

Classic Games 4 15.95 

Head Over Heels (not 95 12) 11.95 

Corruption 19.95 

Trivial Pursuit 15.95 

Scrabble 15.95 

Tomahawk 15.95 

Clock Chess '88 12.95 

Matchdayll 11.95 

Batman (not 95 12) 11.95 

Time & Magik 1 1.95 

Lancelot 15.95 

Strike Force Harrier 15.95 

Fish 19.95 

Mastering CPM 18.95 

All In One Computing (Hughes) ....1 1.95 

Program Your PCW 7.95 

PCW Basic 2 (Mallard Basic) 9.95 

PCW 8256 / 85 12 Fabric 14m 3.95 

x2 7.00 

PCW 9512 Genuine Carbon 3.95 

PCW 9512 Fabric Multistrike 2.95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW 8000 Dust Cover Set 3pc ...9.95 
PCW 95 1 2 Dust Cover Set 3pc . 10.95 

8 Series Printer Ext. Lead Im.... 11.95 

9 Series Printer Ext Lead Im 12.95 

1000 Fanfold Labels 5.95 

3" Disc Head Cleaner 6.95 

9512 Daisywheels: All at £5.95 
Rector (10) Courier (10) 

Script (12) Orator (10) 

Prestige Elite ( 1 2) Thesis (Prop) 

Letter Gothic (10/12) Mini Gothic (15) 



MINI OFFICE PRO+ 

New updated Mini Office with free 
all-in-one-book, by Jofin Hughes 

RRP £49.95 

OURS £34.50 

For 8512 or 9512 only at time of going to press 

8526 owners please call 



Amsoft or Maxell CF2 Discs'* 
£29.95 for 10 
£14.00 for 5 
* as available 



All prices INCLUDE VAT, postage and packaging 
Overseas orders welcome - please write for prices 



MJC SUPPLIES 



PLS 



40a QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS, SG4 9TS. 



Tel: (0462) 32897 / 420847 / 421415 for Enquiries / Credit orders 
CALLERS WELCOME Mon to Fri 9.30 - 5.00. Sat 10.00 - 4.00 



... at last ... imO®y§ WW on the 



^Hpcw 




A NEW GENERATION OF ADVANCED SOFTWARE FOR THE PCW 



- TYPESETTING - GRAPHICS - FONT DESIGN - PAGE LAYOUT - TEXT EDITING - PRINTING - 




MicroDeslgn II is fully compatible 
with Locoscript 2, Pretext, 
Wordstar, AMX Stop-Press, 
NewsDesk International, The 
DeskTop Publisher, Master Scan... 

Huge range oP Fonts, Typestyles, 
and Typesetting functions. 

Extensive range of Graphic Art 
and Design facilities. 



Specialised printer software for 
highest quality output from the 
PCWs Own printer, or external 
9-pin, 24 -pin or laser printer. 

This advertisement was designed 
and printed at this scale using 
MicroDeslgn II on an Amstrad 
PCW85I2 with an external 9-pin 
dot matrix printer. 




10 Park. Street 

Uttoxeter 

Staffs 

ST14 TAG 



m 0889-567160 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 



DAATCTinrnTTD 



THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 

• MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswinner is a sophisticated Pools 
prediction aid. It comes complete with the largest database 
available - 22000 matches over 10 years. 

• PREDICTS Not just SCOREDRAWS. but AW AYS, HOMES 
and NO SCORES. 

• SUCCESSFUL SELEC guarantee that Poolswinner performs 
significantly better than chance. 

• ADAPTABLE Probabilities are given on every fixture - 
choose as many selections as you need for your bet. The 
precise prediction formula can be set by the user - you can 
develop and test your own unique method. '""""^booj^ 

• SIMPLE DATA ENTRY All team names are in the program. Simply type in the reference 
numbers from the screen. Or use FDCGEN to produce fixture list automatically (see below). 

• LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE All English and Scottish League teams are supported, 
and also the non-league sides often used on pools coupons. 
PRINTER SUPPORT Full hard copy printout of data if you have a printer. 

PRICE £24.00 (all inclusive) 





HBMHp^MMBMB fkfk ifkfk^'^ LAST. No mofc Struggling foT hours to get the 
rj V|jr lU XM/Hn ^"^^^ ^* ^"*° *^ computer. FKGEN has been 
1 lAwUil Uv/ VV programmed with all Enghsh and Scottish League 
fixtures for 1989/90. Simply type in the date, and the full fixture list is generated 
in seconds. Fully compatible with Poolswinner. Yearly updates available. 
POOLSWINNIIR with FIXGEN £26.50 (for both) 



COURSEWINNER 



V3 



NOT JUST A TIPSTER 
PROGRAM, Coursewinner 

V3 can be used by experts 

THE PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM and occasional punters alike. 
You can develop and test your ovim unique winning system by adjusting the 
analysis formula, or use the program in simple mode. Coursewinner V3 uses 
statistical analysis of major factors including past form, speed ratings, course 
statistics, prize money, weight, going, trainer and jockey form etc, etc. It 
outputs most likely wiimers, good long odds bets, forecasts, tricasts etc. The 
database includes vital course statistics for all British courses. You can update 
the database - never goes out of date. FULL PRINTER SUPPORT. 

PRICE £24.00 (all inclusive) includes Flat and National Hunt venions. 



-„.„-o. r AMSTRADCPCs 

AVAILABLE bbCs 
FOR 



AMSTRAD PCW Please state tape or disc 

IBM Format _ 

COMMODORE 64/128 COMMODORE AMIGA (add £2.00 fOT dlsc). 

SPECTRUM ATARI ST 



Send Cheques/POs for 
retiam of post service to . 



Q 



S()l"rV(ARI-; phone 24 hrs 

62 ALTRINCHAM RD, GATLEY, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE SK8 4DP. S 061-428 7425 



(Send for hillhsl ofo 




Successful projects, reports, courses, 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours with Brainstorm 

• It's an ideas organiser 

• It enhances and encourages your thinking and creativity 

• It lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

• It's so fast, it never impedes your creative flow/ 

• It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

• It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

• It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 

• It's sold and supported by the experts - its authors 



E send me: 

□ Amstrad PCW disk-only 
BrainStorm-l enclose £29,99 
The manual is on disk in both 
iDcoScript and ASCII text formats, 
I Further information. 




Please make your cheque out to Brainstorm Software Ltd. Our address is 
18 Courtlands Close, Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 SAX. Tel: 0895 677845. 



TUTORIAL 



FIGURE SKATINC 

Small business book keeping - Tim Nott attempts a balancing act I 



Quids in 

The three great mysteries of 
SuperCalc are how to print a 
pound sign, how to display a 
date in English, and what is in 
the black box. 

Pound signs can be enabled 
on both screen and printer by the 
use of LANGUAGE,COM and 
SETKEYS,COM,whicharetobe 
found on the CP/M master disc. 
Copy these to your SuperCalc 
boot disk, A key definition file, 
called, say, KEYS,SC2, 
containing the line 57 S "£" must 
also be present on the disc. The 
commands to type, or get 
PROFILE,SUBtotypeforyou, 
are LANGUAGE 3 followed by 
SETKEYS KEYS.SG2, 




In a well-organized business, good book- 
keeping is essential. Money received and 
cheques written are recorded at the time of the 
transaction. But perhaps your business is one 
of the other 98%. In these the trouser pocket or 
handbag is used as a combined filing system 
and petty cash box, and at the end of the 
month, the books consist of a bank statement, 
some barely decipherable cheque stubs, and a 
pile of receipts. Looks like a job for SuperCalc. 



Business is booming at Minute Mansions. Helped, no 
doubt, by the estimating program constructed last 
month, orders have been flooding in for your 
bespoke dolls' houses. Your order book is full, your 
bills are paid: everything looks rosy. 

But what about that large 
mound of paper covering most of 
the desk? Below this heap of 
receipts, bank statements and so 
on, lurks a VAT return. All they want 
is to know how much VAT you have 
paid and how much you have 
charged. Subtract the former from 
the latter and a cheque for the 
difference would oblige. By 
tomorrow. 

The difficulty lies with producing 
these two figures. Whereas the 
income from your sales consists of 
infrequent large dollops, your 
expenditure is more complicated. 
Some of it is in cash, some by 
cheque, some by standing order. 
Some carries VAT, some does not. 
Additionally, it is useful to analyse 
your spending - how much goes on 
materials, how much on wages, 



2; - — 

3: 12 3 4 

4:Date Anount Payee Cat ViV/. Supplies 0/heads Vehicle Cash Vat 

S; m m 11 

G;B/F 

7, 

8: 1 7 89 45.67 Tinubrix Ltd 1 1 39.71 5.96 

3; 3 7 89 IM.OO Casfi 4 100,00 

16! 5 7 89 134.87 Rales 2 134.87 

11; 5 7 89 17.67 Noddu Garages 3 1 15,37 2.39 

12; 10 7 89 108.45 B lelecon 2 1 94.30 14.15 

13; 10 7 89 32.40 Miniply 1 1 28.17 4.23 

14; 12 7 89 77.83 Bank charge 2 77,83 

15; 12 7 89 144.66 Bank interest 2 144,66 

16; 18 7 89 83.40 Cogpufur PLC 1 1 72.52 10.88 

17; 21 7 89 250.00 Cash 4 250.00 

18: 24 7 89 153.30 Shark Ins. Co 3 153.80 

19: 26 7 89 58.00 OsboniSLittle 1 1 50.43 7.57 

20: 28 7 89 220.00 Cash 4 220.00 

21: 1 8 89 55.42 Stikiglu Ltd 1 1 48.19 7.23 

22: 1 8 89 93.76 Uill's Hood 1 1 85.88 

23: 3 8 89 100.00 Van Tax 3 100,00 "" 



24: 3 8 89 141,02 Elec. Board 2 141,02 

25: - 

26:Iotals 1821.95 324.90 592.68 269,17 570.00 65.20 

27;Col checkKmiiti 
D27 Fo™=s1Jm(I26:M26) 

Width; 9 Menorg; 25 Last Col/Sow;M27 ? for HELP 



This is flow the example accounts spreadsheet should look when finished. 



advertising, or transport. 

Casually, you break out a new CF2 disc, write 'Bankbook' 
on the label, and proceed to make a SuperCalc start-of-day 
disc as you did for the estimating program (issue 34). This 
time you leave out DATTIM.COM, and omit the 
corresponding line from the PROFILE. SUB file. You boot it 
up, and your friends A:l and 1 :27 leap to the screen. 

You are going to create a spreadsheet to record and 
analyse your bank expenditure, so set up some headings as 
in the picture, rows 1 :7, and footings as in rows 25:27. 
Columns A:C are formatted to 3 characters wide with the 
command /PC A:C [RETURN] 3. Column P is 13 characters 
wide, and column E, which appears to have disappeared is 
but one column wide, and serves only to separate columns 
D and P. Columns G and H are 4 characters wide. The text 
in cells D4, I4:M4 and A5:C5 is right justified, with the 
command /PE D4 [RETURN] TR [RETURN] and so on. A 
cell by cell listing is shown separately. 

More expression 

When the spreadsheet is completed, the data will be entered 
in columns A:D and P:H, SuperCalc performing its magic in 
columns l:M. The "Date", "Amount" and "Payee" columns are 
self-evident, but "Cat" and "Vat%" need some explanation. 
Under "Cat", you would enter a number corresponding to the 
headings in columns l:L. So, if a particular payment is for a 
load of tiny bricks, this is for supplies and the number 1 
should be entered. Similarly, rates paid to your local council 
would be an overhead, hence 2, garage bills 3 and cash 
withdrawals 4. 

Under "Vat%" you would enter the number 1 for standard 
rated items, such as the tiny bricks, or for zero rated items 
such as rates or cash withdrawals. 

Now for the formulae. In cell 18 enter the formula 
IF(G8=I3,D8-M8,0). The SuperCalc IF function works in the 
following way. The expression between the opening bracket 
and the first comma is tested, and if true, the formula 
between the first and second commas is used; if false, that 
between the second comma and closing bracket is used. So 
in this case, IP the number entered in G8, under "Cat" is the 
same as that already in 13, namely 1 , THEN the value of D8, 
the amount of the payment, less the value of MB, the 
amount of VAT, is displayed in the cell. If the two numbers 
are not the same then zero is shown instead - the 
transaction does not fall into this category. 

In cells J8 and K8 enter the corresponding formulae 
IP{G8=J3,D8-M8,0) and IP(G8=K3,D8-M8,0). The formula in 
L8 can be simpler, as there will never be VAT on a cash 
withdrawal - IP{G8=L3,D8,0). 

The formula in cell M8 will decide if VAT is chargeable 
and if so, calculate it. IP(H8=1,ROUND(D8*15/115,2),0) is 
the appropriate incantation. This tells SuperCalc that IP the 
number 1 is in cell H8, that is, in the Vat% column, THEN 
work out the VAT element of the total amount, which is 
15/115ths of whatever is in 08. If not, the VAT is zero. 

Roundly wrong 

What about the ROUND? Astute readers will have noticed 
that last month's example spreadsheet was a penny out, 
despite the boast that SuperCalc never gets its sums wrong. 
Well it didn't. The right hand column was formatted to money 
format, truncated to 2 decimal places, to get rid of all the 
fractions of a penny. However, this only affects the 
display, not the actual values in memory. Hence all \ _^ 
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If you use 
Mini Office 
or LocoFiie, 
here's what 
you've been 

missing: 

"FLIPPER is an invaluable tool, and really is like having an extra PCW." 

Rob Ainsley, New Computer Express 



"I am completely sold on it" 



Paul Hendy, Your Amstrad PCW 



'FLIPPER is one of the most impressive utilities I've seen for the PCW" 

John Minson, Computer Shopper 



FLIPPER could do some pretty 
surprising things. It could split your 
PCW in two, letting you run LocoScript 
2 in one half and a CP/M program in 
the other Or it could let you load two 
CP/M programs at once if you 
preferred, one in each half. It could 
FLIP you from one half to the other in 
under 3 seconds, any time you wanted. 
And it wouldn't lose your place. 

Unfortunately there were a few things it 



couldn't do. In particular, it couldn't load 
either Mini Office Professional or 
LocoFile. Serious shortcomings indeed. 

Now FLIPPER 2 is here. It can do 
everything FLIPPER could, but it 
works with M/n; Office and LocoFile 
too. (It can even manage both at once 
if you want.) What's more, we've 
added more options and made it 
easier to install. Oh, and you can FLIP 
in as little as 2 seconds now. 




FLIPPER 2: at £29.95, it's essential. 

• PCW IS a Irademark oi Amstrad pfc, CP/M is a Irademarli ol Digilal Research, LrKoScripi 2 rs a trademark ot Locomotive Sott*are * Software Imijeraiive, Ashteqti Itouse, Brjssage. Stroud GL6 8AZ, proprwtor A J Willor Ti 



Please send me FLIPPER 2 for my: 

8512 n • 9512 ■ • 8256 with 256K extra memory 
i I enclose a cheque/postal order for £29.95 made payable to 
Software Imperative. 

I enclose my original FLIPPER masterdisk and a cheque/postal 
order for £5.00. 

(Price includes UK postage and packing. Please make all cheques payable to Software 
Imperative. Sorry, FLIPPER does not run on an unexpanded 6256) 



Name . 



Address. 



.Postcode. 



Mail this coupon to: 

Software Imperative, Ashleigti, Bussage, 
Stroud GL6 8AZ 



i Mini Ottice Protessioral is a Irademarh of Database Software LocoSctipl 2 and LocoFile are irademaita ol Locomotive Software 



Program now 

This is a blow by blow listing of tiiis month's spreadsheet. 
SuperCalc can produce such a listing by telling it to output the 
contents, rather than the display, of the spreadsheet, and will do so 
to screen, disc, or printer; now all you have to do is type it back in. 

A1 = "Page 

C1=0 

D1 = '* isingle quote for repeated text 

F1 = " Minute Mansions- Bank expenditure 

K1=" 

A2r'- 

13 = 1 ;no guotes-these must 
J3 = 2 ;e entered as numbers 
K3 = 3 

L3 = 4 ■ 

A4 = "Date 

D4 TR : "Amount ;TR means this text 

F4 : "Payee ;is right justified 

G4 = "Cat 

H4 = "Vat% 

14 TR = "Supplies 
J4TR = "0/heads 
K4TR = "Vehicle 
L4TRs"Cash 
M4TR = "Vat 
A5TR = "DD 
B5TR = "MM 
C5TR = "YY 
A6r"B/F 

A7 = '- 

18 = IF(G8:I3,D8-M8,0) 
J8 = IF(G8rJ3,D8-M8,0) 
K8tlF(G8sK3,D8-M8,0) 
L8 = IF(G8=L3,D8,0) 

M8 = IF(H8=1,ROUND{D8*15/115,Z),0) 

19 = IF(G9=I3,D9-M9,0) 

And so on, through to row 24:- 

l24 = IF(G24=t3,D24-M24,0) 

J24 = IF(G24=J3,D24-M24,0) 

K24 = IF(G24=K3,D24-M24,0) 

L24 = 1F{G24=L3,D24,0) 

M24 = IF{H24=1,ROUND(D24*15/115,2),0) 

A25 = '- 

A26 = "Totals 

D26 = SUM(D6:D24) 

I26 = SUM(I6:I24) 

J26:SUM(J6:J24) 

K26 = SUM(K6:K24) 

L26 = SUM(L6:L24) 

M26 = SUM(M6:M24) 

A27 = "Col check 

D27 = SUM026:M26) 

those tiny fractions got added into the total, which caused the 
apparent imbalance. Any money calculation that is likely to 
produce a result stretching to more than two decimal places, 
such as division, should have its result rounded. 
ROUND(expression, number of .decimal places) does this job. 

The next task is some heavy duty replication. You are 
going to replicate the formulae you have just entered in row 8, 
into rows 9:24 in one hit; so fasten your seat belt. 

Type /R, followed by the range of cells you wish to 
replicate from, I8:M8 [RETURN], then the range of cells in the 
left hand column of the block you wish to replicate to, 19:124. 
Do not press [RETURN], but choose "Options" by typing a 
comma. Type A for "Ask for adjust". Each cell reference in 
each formula will be shown in turn, highlighted on the input 
line, and you will be prompted as to whether you want it 
adjusted (Y/N). Answer Y{es) to everything except I3,J3,K3 
and L3 - these must remain constant. When you have 
finished this little questionnaire, SuperCalc will fill in all the 
formulae from 19 to M24. 



The only formulae still to enter are the totals. In D26 
enter SUM(D6:D24). Replicate this into the other columns 
with /R D26[RETURN] I26:M26[RETURN]. In D27 enter 
SUM(I26:M26). 

Summing up 

Try entering some data now. The first thing you'll notice is 
that SuperCalc stops after every entry for a think. This is 
the auto-recalculate feature that lets you see at a stroke 
what changing one figure will do to the rest. Turn it off by 
typing /GM, for Global, Manual. Enter some more data, 
and you will find progress is much faster, as SuperCalc 
will not recalculate, unless forced to by typing an 
exclamation mark. 

Try this. If all has gone well you will see several errors. 
Don't panic. This has happened because SuperCalc, 
calculating in an orderly manner from left to right, has 
deducted the VAT before working out what it should be. 
Typing another exclamation mark should set matters right. If 
not, still don't panic. If the figures in cells D26 and D27 
do not agree, then you have either entered an illegal 
number or no number at all under "Cat", or tried to extract 
VAT from a cash withdrawal. The "Column check" is 
designed to monitor such transgressions. If this still doesn't 
do the trick, then do panic, as you have got a formula 
wrong somewhere. 

Now for a few refinements. First set up a "user defined" 
format by typing /FD. The spreadsheet will disappear, and a 
grid showing seven options for each of eight formats will 
appear. You can jump around this with the arrow keys, but 
in this case only the first column will be used. Set 
everything off by typing N, except for the "zero as blank" 
option - type Y for this. Set decimal places to 2, and scaling 
factor to 0, if these are not already so. Press ALT+Z to 
return to the spreadsheet. 

Format column D to your new defined format by typing 
/FC DjRETURN] U1[RETURN]. Format columns l:M 
similarly with /FC l:M[RETURN] U1 [RETURN]. All the zeros 
will vanish, and all the figures will appear as pounds and 
pence - 100 becomes 100.00. This has the unfortunate side 
effect of making your category headings 1 .00, 2.00 and so 
on, so restore these to normal by formatting row 3 to integer 
format with /FR 3[RETURN] l[RETURN]. 

Empty windows 

One thing remains to be done before saving your work. 
Blank out all your dummy data with /B A8:H24[RETURN] 
and force a recalculation twice, (!!). Now save your 
spreadsheet, remembering the all-important drive letter. 

When you come to use your spreadsheet, fill in the 
appropriate data from your bank statement and cheque 
stubs, and when you reach the bottom of the page, force 
two recalculations, and save it. Take a printout with the 
output command, by typing /OD{isplay) ALL[RETURN] 
P{rinter). Note that unlike most SuperCalc commands, the 
word "ALL" must be typed in full. For a more professional 
look you can type /GB before printing, which toggles the 
borders on and off. 

To start a new page, first carry forward the totals. You 
want to copy the values, but not the formulae, in row 26, to 
the top of the next page. The copy command will do this, 
and the command is /C D26:M26[RETURN], the range to 
copy from, followed by D6, the left hand cell of the 
destination, then a comma, then V. Now you know what B/F 
stands for, and why the SUM formulae in row 26 started 
with row 6 rather than row 8. Blank out the rest of the data 
as before, enter a new page number and off you go. B 



Next month we will see how SuperCalc can help with 
PAVE. We will also discuss some refinements to the 
spreadsheets, such as protecting the precious formulae 
from being trodden on by heavy handed data entry, and 
breathing intelligent life into the aptly named cursor. 



TUTORIAL 



Growing Up 

The example spreadsheet 
shown here has been 
deliberately kept to a screenful • 
obviously more categories would 
be useful, as would a longer 
page. The only limitations are 
memory and paper size. A 
spreadsheet size of 55 rows by 
132 characters fits comfortably 
on 11" continuous paper, and the 
headings can be prevented from 
scrolling off the screen by putting 
the cursor on the lowest line that 
needs to stay put and typing 
IJH. for Title Horizontal lock. 
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BUSINESS 



MINDING YOUH( 



It's my ball, 
so there! 

The name Amset caused a frisson 
of unease to run tfirougfi tfie offices 
of Amstrad. Readers sinould 
actually read PCset not Amset, or 
so Typeshare tell us. it seems ttiat 
the 'Am' in Amset worries the weii- 
known Brentwood based company 
Wonder whether they visit 
PCderdam in Holland or even 
PCbridge with the Archers? 



Michael and Marion Hardman founded Capital Commun- 
ications, a London-based public relations firm, four years ago. 
They started from home but now worl< from a plush office in 
central London and, according to Michael Hardman, have a 
turnover round the hundreds of thousands mark. 

Capital Communications handle the public relations for 
various organisations, (recently they secured the account for 
The National Society for Epilepsy). The account which won 
the National Industrial Editors' award for the Hardmans, 
however, was that of Youngs Brewery, or to be more exact, 
Ram News, the brewery's internal magazine. 



Ram News, a quarterly magazine with a print run of 
13,000 is now easing into its third year. In the words of 
Michael Hardman, whom we interviewed shortly after 
he received his award, it relays information about 
"..interesting characters, people winning awards, people 
retiring, people joining....", basically the life of a thriving 
company The magazine's readership is comprised of three 
distinct sections: the Youngs shareholders, the staff of the 
brewery and people who frequent those pubs which stock 
the beer In this latter case the cover price of 20p goes 
straight to charity. 

Two PCWs, an 8256 and 8512 are used to produce Ram 
News and its two sister journals. The original 8256 was 
bought about three and a half years ago as a replacement 
typewriter. 

After conquering LocoScript, the Hardmans became 
curious about the PCW. Michael relates the story: "I started 
dabbling about on the other side of the disc, as it were, with 
CP/M. At first I couldn't make head nor tail of it but 
eventually I cracked Basic and began writing very simple 
programs. Since then I've written a complete accounts suite 
which I still use for the company's finances. Basically, I did 
all this to learn more about the PCW and I must say it taught 



me a lot. I'd known nothing whatsoever about computers 
before, and it rather opened my eyes. I realised that it had 
more potential than a simple super electronic typewriter" 

Special treatment 

With the formation of Capital Communications came a PCW 
8512 and a stroke of good fortune. Michael continues, 
"Through a friend of a friend of a friend I found out that a 
company called Typeshare had devised some software to 
run on the PCW. It cost around £200 and was called Amset." 
This piece of software is, at its most simple, a typesetting 
system. Having worked on the production side of publishing 
for twenty seven years Michael Hardman found that Amset, 
"...seemed an easy system, a very easy system, and I used 




NEW.S 



RAM News • flying the banner for Capital Communications 



Recherchez le temps perdu 




Before Ram News both Michael and Marion 
were professional Fleet Street journalists. 
Michael, who comes from Lancashire, began 
his career in 1962. Since then he has worked on 
the old London Evening Standard as a news 
sub-editor, the Birmingham Post as chief 
features sub-editor. Most recently he worked 
for the BBC on their parliamentary staff as a 
chief sub-editor, Marion worked for Evening 
Standard as a reporter. 

While Marion worked as a news hound, 
Michael made his mark on the production side 
of journalism. Getting to know his trade stood 
him In good stead when it came to telling 
Typeshare exactly what he wanted from the 
Amset program. According to Michael his 
knowledge comes from a great deal of practice 
combined with a natural enthusiasm. 

The Hardman's took a chance with two 
PCWs, a piece of software and a lot of 
enthusiastic application and now, looking at the 
Baker Street office, Michael can say, "It's not 
bad really, is it?" 




it without any trouble, I fell into it. There were a few bugs at 
first but they were sorted out. I have been in very close 
contact with Typeshare and have made a lot of suggestions 
which have since been incorporated into the program." 

The Ram by the horns 

While at Capital Communications Michael took us through to 
the production room in order to demonstrate Amset. CP/M 
was booted up on the 8512 while the 8256 and another 
member of the staff called Diane proceeded to get on with 
the accounts. Using Flipper the Hardmans are able to swap 
I text from LocoScript 2 over to Amset 
j without juggling discs. So far so good. 
Michael worked through a few pages, 
explaining at high speed. Obviously the 
user and the system were well used to 
each other. 

Asked to slow down, he began again: 
"Amset is not a what-you-see-is-what-you- 
get system, like Stop Press. You have to 
keep track of what you are doing on 
templated pieces of paper which are laid 
out in nine point lines and have either three 
or four columns for width." 

What actually happens is this: using 
LocoScript the writer creates the basic 
story or maybe press release. Instead of 
entering the familiar [+Bold] or [-Italic], a 
set of typesetting phrases are loaded into 
the Settings. std file. These can be pasted 
in where required. Instead of pressing [+] 
and [B] (for Bold) Michael would merely 
paste B. This also enables him, for 
example, to enter different fonts by pasting 
F followed by a number. Although these do 
not show up on screen they are received 
and understood by Amset. 

The phrases Michael uses are in fact 
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Software with a 
hard centre 

The sample page shows what Amset can do. Its large library 
of macro commands and type styles (fonts) enable it to 
transform simple text into a high quality publication. What 
follows is a brief key to the page illustrated above. 

A The main or tody' text is given a 36 point gap from the 
edges of the page. Characters in the body text are taken 
from a basic size of nine points. All headlines are in 
multiples of nine to give a consistent feel. 

B The words 'Ram News' are set with the following 

commands: Paste H{for height) 2 (points). Paste F13( for 
font number 13, in this case Times Bold). This comes 
from a library of 1000 fonts. Paste P 12(twelve points in 
size), slightly larger than main (body) text but not big 
enough to clash with the headlines. 

C The main headline is set in a new font, this time Paste 
F11 for Schoolbook Roman. To give it emphasis it is in 54 
point with a height of 24 point. There are then three 
carriage returns before the large A. 

D The three enlarged letters come from a macro which 
gives not only the point size and height but the spaces 
around the letter. This allows the software to put the 
desired amount of space around an enlarged letter. 

E To create the headline, the point size is changed to 48 
and the font is shadowed. Amset allows various types of 
justification. Here, the words are centered within the 
column width. A gap of three carriage returns is left 
before the bar is added by means of another macro. 

F The photograph and logo are pasted in after the 
bromides (sheets of photographic paper ready for 
printing) are returned from Typeshare. Before this two 
boxes have to be created within the text. Amset 
do this easily. You provide the width (in columns), the 
height (in lines) and the gap size between the box and 
body text. Another of Amset's macros will do the rest. 

G Finally you can never gel open quotation marks with the 
PCW keyboard as it stands; you're stuck with closed 
quotes. With Amset it is simply a question of Pasting Q, 
for quotation, before typing your text. 



macro commands which can be understood by Amset and 
hence by Typeshare when the time comes to print the final 
product. A macro, in this situation, is a command or set of 
commands which can be invoked by a single key press. 
Several macros are used while making up a single page as 
you will see from the sample page. 

When a page is finished and checked for typing errors, it is 
saved as an Ascii file and Flipper is invoked. Once in the new 
environment the Ascii file is formatted for Amset. A page of 
Ram News may be broken up by a number of boxes for. 
photographs, headlines, and even a grossword; all this is 
handled by Amset from instructions typed in LocoScript. 

It is Amset's job to take the codes which were used during 
the LocoScript phase and produce page layouts. These 
pages are then taken over to Typeshare on disc and 
reproduced in the form of bromides. Once this has been 



achieved the bromides are returned and the necessary 
photographs, additional typefaces or headlines are pasted in 
by hand. Everything is then ready for printing. 

The page of reason 

Michael explained his fondness for the PCW as follows, "In 
the old days of hot metal you had to trust to luck. Then the 
printer would rush up from his metal setting machine and say 
that this or that doesn't fit. So you had to think of something 
else, and then trust to luck.. ..not any more though." 

Such praise does not fall lightly from the manager of a 
firm which uses its machines every day of the week to 
produce high quality material and win national prizes. It all 
goes to show what can be done with a little curiosity, a lot of 
hard work, a well chosen piece of software and two PCWs. ■ 



Type casting 

Typestiare, the company set up 
by Des Wtietter, a man with 
twenty years' experience in the 
typesetting field, offers a wide 
range of facilities and a 
professional finisti, Ttiey will 
take work from PCW discs. At 
the top of their range is an 
interactive on-line system with a 
special keyboard supplied 
called FST or Flexible Software 
for Typesetting, 

Typeshare can be contacted on 
(01)405 7937. 
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Arnor's 1989 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Pretext is now firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 

Ail the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mall-merging. The refinement eind thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Pretext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files • Two file editing * Keyboard macros * RIe conversion * Comprehensive Rnd & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator • Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive IVI or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

" Pmtext deserves to be the system t>y whicti all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product your computer 

"The great strength of this package is its ease of user cwta 

"Protext is tfie solution to all Locoscript sdrawtiackg' PCW 

" Makes Locoscrpt kxjk like a snaiF sooo plus 

"Simply tfte tiest word processing program to date for the 
Locoscrpt is effectively deatf putting your 



PCW 

AMSTRAD TO WORK 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Pretext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Pretext 4 Book £49.90 



Pretext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

At long last an independently 
produced book about Pretext, 
written by Rob Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Pretext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Pretext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Protext.. A PCW User's guide 

192 pages. Illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



New low prices for CP/M languages 



MAXAMII 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Unking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set'memory limits for stepping * stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Pretext (as for C) * 

"Maxam II -now the t)est gets even bettei" cwtacpc 

"A really excellent piece of software whksh, given the speed 
with whhh detxigging can be done, will pay its way very 
qukskiy Acu 

" The thing tttat struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort tttat has gone into this pmducT cwta cpc 

"Maxam 11 is stunnirtg ...tfte most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophistKaterf amstrad action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Floating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * RIe inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Pretext compatible editor:- 

*fast and easy to use *on screen help 

* two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

* exec files * compile from inside editor 

" Very good value for money amstrad pcw 

'Greets ahead in terms of programming 
pawef amstrad action 

'In typkalAnor fashkm, the^ve taken thek 
tmte and got it rigltF amstrad computer user 

'All the facilities necessary to write 
complete applkatkms program^ 

popular computing weekly 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



BCPL 

Rexible, fast, general 
programming language. 



purpose 



Extensive set of I/O libraries 
including access to CP/M routines. 
Example source files supplied, 
including full screen editor and all 
the libraries. Comprehensive 
60 page manual covers the 
language and gives details of the 
libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet Ixith fleidble and 
powerfuF cwta 

" Good library of procedures ... very 
fast 8000 plus 

"Amofs dear, condse manual will 
have you programming 

confidently very rapidly 

amstrad action 



RRP £24.95 Sale £12.00 



All programs run on PCWB256/8512, 9512, CPC6128 



/fe/easmg your micro's potent/a/. 



y^HW^ 



Arnor Ltd /EPJ, 611 Linco/n Road. Peterborough. PE1 3HA. Te/: 0733 63909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fsx: 0733 67299 
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FAMILY MATTERS 

You'd like to tell distant friends and relatives all the news 
but hate writing letters? Eric Moulder has the answer. 




show our holiday accommodation while other illustrations 
were chosen from among the clip art supplied (and some 
purchased via advertisments in 8000 Plus) 
When It was all finished I pnnted off a copy in NLQ 
using a fresh ribbon to get the best possible impression. 
It was at this stage that a decision had to be made about 
the method of producing the number of copies needed. 

The cheating kind 

In the end it seemed better to cheat a little and have the 
single NLQ sheet photocopied; I needed 30 of them so it 
made a lot of sense. So, by the beginnning of December 
I was ready to begin sending out the newsletters in the 
Christmas cards. 

The people who get the newsletters are those with 
whom we are only in irregular contact, but with whom we 
don't want to lose contact completely. Feedback has 
been very favourable on the whole. I shall certainly be 
continuing with it, and hopefully, improving on it a little 
every year. ■ 



One of the problems about having relatives and friends in all parts 
of the country, or even the world, occurs regularly every 
Christmas. Feeling duty bound to pen a few words of family 
news to go inside the card, you realise that it's one of those jobs 
that's worth doing well if you do it at all, and before you know it, you've 
embarked on a major project. 

Some years ago, we received a photocopied, hand written letter 
from some friends who had migrated to Southern England; this set 
me thinking and eventually I unashamedly stole the idea. Since we 
already had a PCW, I thought that it nothing else I should be able to 
improve the presentation of the idea. The first effort was simply a 
draft quality printout of a letter written in LocoScript 1 . This, we 
slipped into the relevant Christmas cards. With justified right margins it 
didn't look bad at all. 

The following year I acquired The Desktop Publisher. Though this is 
the least sophisticated of the DTP programs available for the PCW, I 
had already found it to be perfectly adequate for the newsletters of two 
local clubs and for producing reports on archeological excavations. It 
seemed logical to produce the annual family newsletter on it. 

In common with all DTP programs. The Desktop Publisher will 
accept Ascii text from any word processor program, so you can 
prepare all the text with a word processor, spell check it and count the 
words, before actually inserting the text into the DTP program. A good 
idea at this point is to save each paragraph as a separate file 
(letterl .asc, Ietter2.asc and so on). 

Putting on the style 

During this stage I decided on the basic layout, a simple two column 
affair with illustrations inserted as appropriate. In order to get the 
maximum amount of information onto the page, I selected Condensed, 
which is much the same as 17 pitch in LocoScript. The Desktop 
Publisher doesn't allow text to be flowed around pictures, so although 
most of the text was inserted from the prepared Ascii files, I left some 
linking pieces to be typed straight in. 

One of the biggest advantages of DTP is having a choice of fonts 
and illustrations. I chose Limelight capitals for my headings, placed 
the whole lot in a scroll and gave some thought to the illustrations 
that we'd need. 

Since the family holiday was the highlight of the year, it made sense 
to include a map of France showing our overnight halts. I had to draw 
this myself, and when completed, made it stand out from the page with 
a shadow effect on the box. A picture of a frame tent came in useful to 
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Eiwiji. 

h 
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1988 «is 1 Iriuiitic year 
for Kf\t Hofittrt in iin)i «jys. 
Not only ik this Sspih's 
SCSE year, bul Jine found 
that she needed mother 
operition, and Editin's first 
book vat launched, latt 
entered the fourth year it 
school, and began playing for 
the first teae at Rugby. 



Eirly in January fe at last 
parted »ith our luch-loved two-litre Cavalier, certainly the iost 
reliable car »e have ever had, part-exchanging it for a 1,3 litre 
Carlton, This gives ui lore spice both for Jane's teaching 
■ateriah and boots, [»hich fill tbe bootji) and lor Sarah and 
natt iho both continue to grp*. 

Edwin's first book, LiMt Breeding tor Beginners, las launched 
it the British Lata (Issociition conference in Scunthorpe towrds 
the end of tlarch. As one of the guest speakers he las able to give 
it a good 'plug,' By coincidence, his first article in i haister 
lagazine hit the boDlistalU on the saae day. 




>"^<y\? 




Only a fortnight later, Sarah 
departed for her no* annual Skiing 
holiday in Courieyeur, in Northern 
list the rest of us drove 
do«n to Elspeth \ Bill's for a fe* 
days, during ehich Ed«in delivered 
his lecture to the Hiialayin SiiU 
Ruiinant Society, 



Ihe Spanish border in the Higti Pyrenees, The caipsite <as 
e;<cellent, our pitch being alongside the picturesque river 
Neste, Ue visited lost of the beauty-spots including Lourdes, 
rode a Btpten raft doan the rapids, getting soaked in the 
process, visited the local larkels, ate out a lot, and 
generally relaxed. 



The SuMer Ten «as a tiee of 
frenzied revision and the rapid 
coipletion of the dreaded Assessient 
r Sarah and all her friends. The actual exais «ere not as 
s «e expected, the aorst part being the long «iit for th« 



results. 

On August Gth le all departed for our annual holiday. Sailing 
froi Portsiouth to Cherbourg overnight, *e then drove south, 
halting for a picnic breaicfast at Doifront, The Mather, »hich had 
been very vet up to nov, 
began to brighten up in the 
afternoon, and it las very 
hot and sunny by the tiie 
«e stopped for the night at 
the Hotel Caipantle outside 
Niort, The follo»ing day 
MS spent speeding 
southairds until our 
arrival at Sl.Ltry-Soulin 
just on the French side of 




"it left for hoie very early one lorning, intending to 
Spend a fe» hours *ith Elspeth Bill and the children eho «re 
staying in a giiewif Azay le Rideau in the Loire Valley, 
After luth enquiry and driving around, it found thei and 
spent several hours chatting and eating. Later «e drove 
through Tours and spent the night in an hotel nearby. The 
next day «e headed north. It was a long drive but n arrived 
in Cherbourg in plenty of tiie. Settling do»n in the 
•olorisls' lounge it «as disconcerting to see the cree laying 
out siall paper bags' Alter a reasonable crossing »e arrived 
hoie in the early hours, to find Sarah's eiai results on the 
dooreat' She got six grade As, tio grade Es, and a C in 
■aths. Needless to say «e are very proud of her. 

As Christias approaches, Hatt is in the fourth year at 
school studying for his fiCSEs, He is also a libririin, thuh 
enables hii to stay in at lunchtiies, and also to use the 
library conputer at tiies' Sarah is at St,'!ichiers doing 
A-Levels, Jane is still «rking as a Hoie-Tutor for the 
district council, travelling to various venues each day, 
Edvin IS iipatiently vaiting for his next book to coie off 
the presses. He all «ish you a Kerry Christias ana a happy 
Neil Year. 



The family newsletter was produced using an Ascii version of a LocoScript 1 document. This was then fed into 
The Desktop Publisher. The map was hand drawn while the other pictures are clip art. This one is largely 

fictitious, you don't realiy want to read about us, surely'' 
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BBD 

. DUST. 
COVERS 



GET SMART ! 



BBD 

.DUST. 
COVERS 



Protect Your Computing Equipment With 
BBD PROFESSIONAL DUST COVERS 

• In todays economic climate were equipment failure costs time 
and money protecting your hardware from wear and tear is 
the smart thing to do and the smart way to do it is with dust 
covers from BBD Professional Range. 

• Manufactured from top quality washable nylon and 
attractively finished with contrasting piping BBD covers are 
simply the smartest protective covers available. 

• BBD covers can be washed and ironed without fear of fading 
or shrinking and will never crack or lose their shape. 

• With all these superlative features you might expect BBD 
covers to be a little expensive. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256/851 2: £1 1 .95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 
AMSTRAD PCW 9512: £13.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

• BBD also offer a wide range of matching covers for the 

printers from only £5.50. These include Amstrad DMP 2000, 
3000, 4000 and LQ3500, and a wide selection from Brother, 
Canon, Citizen, Epson, Star etc., etc. 

Generally covers for 80 column printers are £5.50 and for 132 
column £6.50 

GET SMART! GET BBD! 

BBD DUST COVERS 

The Standish Centre 

Cross Street, Standish, Wigan WN6 OHQ 

Telephone: 0257 425839 Ext 32 Fax: 0257 423909 

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 



PUT THAT MANUAL 
DOWN- 

AND LISTEN! 

/fyou want to master anew computer or 
program, but don 't have time to waste or 
money to burn, a Reeltime Audio-disc training 
course will teach you in a fraction of the time. 
Just switch on your computer and play the tapes- 
your tutor will talk you through the course in a 
series of easy-to-follow exercises. 
Learn at your own speed on your own computer - 
and take as much time as you need! 




AMSTRAD COURSES 


Amstrad PK Portable £29.95 


Amstrad CPC 6128 


£29.95 


SuperCalc3(84) 


£29.95 


PCW9512-LOC02 


£29.95 


WordStar Express 


£29.95 


KW 8256- Loco 1 


£29.95 


GENERAL COURSES 


PCW 8256 -Loco 2 


£29.95 


IBMXT 


£29.95 


CP/M Computing 


£29.95 


IBM PC/AT Extended 


£49.95 


AmstradPC1640 


£29.95 


Desktop Publishing 


£49.95 


Amstrad PC Extended £49.95 


WordStar Prof 3.3 


£29.95 


Amstrad PC2086 


£29.95 


dBase II 


£29.95 


PC2086 Extended 


£49.95 


Timeworks Publisher 


£29.95 



^^£euUH& 



All courses available by return. Send yourcheque to: 

Headline Communication Ltd., 
POBOX22, Hereford HR48UW 

or phone 0432 271598 quoting your i^^ 
/Access or Visa number hSh 




APPLICATIONS 

FOR THE COMPUTER 

IN YOUR HOME 

Powerful and userfriendly 
systems to help you get in control 
of all aspects of personal finance 
- the only systems that integrate 
your income and expense 
accounting with your personal 
balance sheet. Analyse where 
your income comes from and 
goes to - keep track of the 
balance of all your accounts, 
allowing for credit cards and 
standing orders - have instant 
access to your personal balance 
sheet- keep full records of the 
history of your investments . . . 



For full details, write to: 
VITAL Software, 
Dower House, 
Oxon I loath, 
'I'onbridge, 
Kent TNI 19SS. 



Income Processor 



VITAL 

SOFTWARE 



' No software limit to the number of Financial Accounts, Income or Expense Groups or Categories; 
I Sophisticated Standing Order Processing - monthly, quarterly, half yearly or annual payments post 

automatically, and there is provision to trap those awkward ones, like the rates, with an end date; 
' Complete flexibility to choose accounting periods - not everyone's life revolves round calendar months; 
' Use the system to budget and compare the outturn with the budget, accounting period by accounting 

period; 
' Use the Income Processor for project management too - move and do up a house without ending up 

with a large overdraft and an undecorated house! 



Savings Processor 



• Build and maintain your own personal balance sheet, showing all your assets and liabilities; 

• Keep a complete account history of each of your investments, showing your capital gain; 

• Print out a statement of all your different portfolios; 

• To keep your balance sheet right up to date, you can even import the latest balance of all your 
INCOME PROCESSOR financial accounts. 

"User-friendly" - "Fun"- "Easy to use" - "It's excellent software" - "A remarkable achievement" - "Very 
pleased"- "Working perfectly "- "/ never expected to find doing my accounts to be a pleasure "- "Excellent 
value"- "An asset to any PCW owner" . . . 

• All accounts named as you wish - no need to remember complicated codes 



0732-810-330 



....And they couldn't be easier to use... £39. 95 each, including VAT 



FEATURE 



MODEM TIMES 

No computer is an island, every PCW is wired to the mains. Steve Patient 
looks at budget modems to connect your PCW to the telephones lines too. 



Gone are the days when if you needed to talk 
with someone in the next town you wall<ed or 
rode over in order to do it. With 80 percent of 
iiomes now having telephones you just pick up 
the receiver and dial. 

But what if you need to send or receive a lot 
of information? You usually find yourself 
having to send it by mail; but there is an 
alternative of growing importance, E-mail. A 
modem lets your telephone replace the letter 
just as it replaced the long walk. 



hen the telephone first appeared, it was thought it 
would have no application outside of business; it just 
goes to show how wrong clever people sometimes 
can be. Today, the telephone allows virtually instant, 
trouble-free communications between any two (or more) 
people who own one; it has to be said, however, that at the 
moment most of us are barely scratching the surface of the 
possibilities offered by our telephone system. 

Over the past few years, for example, there has been a 
quiet revolution in the way many businesses collect 
information. All those bar code readers at the supermarket 
checkouts aren't there just to make the till person's life 
easier, they're information gatherers. All that information 
you now get on your itemised receipt also appears in the 
memory of a computer hooked up to the tills. This is 
collated and used to adjust orders to suppliers. 

The information goes from the local supermarket 
branches to central offices over the telephone lines quite 
automatically and, once there, it is used to make bulk 
buying decisions, distribution plans and much more. All of 
this relies on EDI - Electronic Data Interchange. 

These EDI techniques are still largely confined to big 
businesses, but as they become faster, cheaper, and 
simpler to operate, so the technology becomes more 
available to us all; like videos, which just a few years ago 
were the domain of the skilled professional and are now in 
more than 60 percent of homes (and satellite TV, which is 
coming). In a few years, even our morning papers could be 
delivered via the telephone lines. 

There are already a growing number of people using the 
techniques of data interchange via the telephone lines to 
work from home - and why not? Is there any good reason 
to travel to an office if the information you need to work with 
can more conveniently be sent to you? The key word here 
is convenience. 

More for less 

Just as telephones are only generally desirable when other 
people have them (who are you going to ring?) so EDI 
relies on computer owners having modems. In the USA the 
figures for private computers with modems attached is now 
around thirty percent; in the UK the figures are much lower. 
Fortunately, modem owners are less dependant on their 
friends owning them in order to get a great deal of use out 
of them; for instance, if it's information you're after, you 
might be interested to know that in July 1988, the Directory 
of Online Databases listed 3893 databases worldwide, all 
just a phone call away. 



Then there are bulletin boards, those famous electronic 
equivalents of public noticeboards where anyone with a 
computer and modem can place or read messages. As well 
as private bulletin boards, like those used by the Dingly 
Delly Ramblers' Association (for example), there are also 
professional ones dedicated to serving doctors, 
astronomers, financiers and so on. You can send and 
receive E-mail via systems like Telecom Gold (not to 
mention Telex as well now, and, coming soon, faxes). Last, 
and best, there are a growng number of new bulletin 
boards, conferences and databases coming on-line. 

So what do you need to get in on the ground floor of the 
EDI revolution? Basically, you need a modem, and with 
prices coming down and performance going up, there's 
never been a better time. So this month we're going to look 
at a few budget modems. 

Modems are dropping in price month by month, so we're 
aiming at a moving target; for example, upper-bracket 
modems are having to add higher speeds and more 
features every few months to maintain their prices, and 
features which would have cost a £1 000 five years ago can 
be had for under £300 now. So how do we define a budget 
modem? Somewhat arbitrarily, we've settled on a cut-off 
point around the £350 mark, which still leaves us a lot to 
look at. We're going to start off by examining a few 
representative modems within this price range to show the 
kind of features you can expect to get for your money. We'll 
finish with an example of a top end modem and see what 
you get for the price of a six year old Ford Cortina. 

Up up and away 

The story of modems (short for [\/lodulator/Demodulator, 
incidentally) is one of an ever-increasing need for speed. 
The problem with sending data over the standard 
telephone lines is that it has to go as a series of unintel- 
ligible tones of varying pitch. Unless the sound wave is 
allowed to complete at least three cycles, the modems 
can't tell what frequency it is, which limits the minimum 
duration of the sound. 

In practice, the limit is only around 600 discrete signals 
per second ;so how do modems get to the kind of speeds 
achieved by the EC2400 or the spectacular speeds claimed 
by the latest modems in the £1000 class? Some of these 
claim 9600 baud over ordinary phone lines, which is 
extremely fast. How do these fast modems work and what 
sort of person is willing to spend enough on a modem to 
buy a six year old Ford Cortina? 

Well, there are several tricks that modem manufacturers 
can use to increase the speed of their products. The first 
one is to use two tones instead of one. These are 1200 Hz 
(cycles per second) and 2400 Hz and the same tones are 
used in both Europe and the USA - which was probably 
just an oversight; it seems unlikely anything so useful 
was planned. 

With two tones, one modem can both originate and 
receive at the same time, so giving full duplex operation. 
The next step is to find some way of packing in more 
information. As we've already said, the maximum baud rate 
stays at 600, but the number of bits of information that can 
be conveyed is increased by means of phase 
shifting the signal. At this point you will have noticed V^j^ 
that bits per second (bps) is not the same as baud ^"""^ 



Antiques 
roadshow 

There are a iot of ancient 
business modems around, 
usually purpose-built for the 
companies concerned and 
often highly specified. These 
can often be picked up for 
peanuts, but be warned: they 
can make a monkey of you. 
You'll need the original 
manual and often purpose- 
written software, so make 
sure there Is some. 
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Dumb modem 

Modems are usually single 
board devices, and increasingly 
run from a single chip set. This 
means that effectively they are 
unrepairable, so don't buy one 
that isn't working. . 
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Pace Linnet 

At )ust over ttie £100 pounds mark, you will find tlie simp 
modems that are still worth buying. Like the Linnet, these generally 
offer just two speeds, 300/300 baud and 1200/75 baud. The 
1200/75 speed is designed specifically to talk with systems like 
Prestel, and is not a great deal of use tor anything else. 

The alternative 300/300 speed is a lot slower but generally more 
useful. It isn't fast enough, however, for uploading and downloading 
large quantities of information. A 12k file at this speed 
(approximately the length of a two page article in 8000 Plus) would 
take some seven minutes to send or receive. Even at this lower end 
of the scale it makes sense to avoid manual modems - those that 
require you to dial a number on a telephone first before switching in 
the modem. Make sure that you get an autodial modem, and, if 
possible, one like the Linnet that uses the Hayes command set, 
since virtually all commercial software will be able to drive it. All 
these little things help make life a great deal easier. 

Like most stand-alone modems the Linnet is designed with a 
view to sitting a telephone on top of it (most modems have a 
through connector so that a telephone can be plugged into the 
back for convenience, even though it isn't necessary for the 
modem's operation). 

The Linnet, like most other VSI, V23 Hayes compatible 
' modems, represents a good sound investment for the occasional 
user, but you become irritated by the lack of speed, especially if it 
begins to result in higher telephone charges. 



Amstrad SM2400 * 

Between the lowest cost modems and those aimed at professional 
users there is a jungle in which manufacturers seem to compete 
by a process of confusion rather than competition. The problem 
was that while receiving at high speed didn't involve too much 
extra cost, sending did. Getting a modem up to the 1200/1200 rate 
put the price up dramatically, and so everything except higher 
speed seemed to be on offer 

Amstrad came into this confused market very firmly with their 
SM2400 modem, first as a card for the PC and then in a stand- 
alone form for the rest of the computer market. Unwilling to battle 
it out with any of the other low cost modems around at the time, 
Amstrad chose to take the high ground immediately. 

At a price level where other modems were only offering 
300/300. 1200/75 and only occasionally 1200/1200 baud rates, 
Amstrad doubled the stakes by offering the 2400/2400 baud rate 
as well. Couple this with auto dial, auto answer and the complete 
Hayes command set. and the competition were shown a clean 
pair of heels. 

The SM2400 set new standards for low cost modems: 
professional ones. Here was a modem capable of operating on a 
bulletin board or even with a commercial outfit; naturally it proved 
very popular (for a full review see issue 31). The SIVI2400 can now 
be bought for just a little over £230 from mail order suppliers - at 
this rate it is still extraordinarily good value for money. 





The Pace Linnet is one of the best-selling dual speed Hayes compatible modems on 
; the market. For anyone just starting out in comms, the Linnet is a very good buy. 



Probably the best value for money in terms of pounds per feature. The SM2400 

can operate at 2400/2400 baud, which is about as fast as the telephone lines can 

cope with. 



NAME 


MANUFACTURER 


TELEPHONE 


SPEEDS 


HAYES 
COMPATIBLE 


SOFTWARE / 
SUPPLIED A^ 


■ DETTONII 


HI-TEC 


073352440 


V21 V23 


NO 


OPTIONAL 




DESIGNER 


HI-TEC 


0733 52440 


V21 V23 


MANUAL MODEM 


OPTIONAL 




MIRACLE WS4000 


MIRACOM 


0473 233888 


V21 V23 


YES 


NO 




TM5O0 


TANDATA 


0684892421 


V21 V23 


YES + manual 


YES 




, LINNET 


PACE 


0274488211 


V21 V23 


YES 


NO 




I SB1223 


DOWTY 


063533009 


V23 


OPTIONAL 


NO 


OF 


■; MINIM0PLUS1 


DOWTY 


063533009 


V21 V23 


NO 


NO 


i 


: SB1275 


DOWTY 


063533009 


V23 


OPTIONAL 


NO 


1 


LINNET 1200 


PACE 


0274892421 


V21 V22 V23 


YES 


NO 




EC 2400 


HI-TEC 


073352440 


V21 V22 V23 V22BIS 


YES 


NO 




■" MINIM0PLUS2 


DOWTY 


063533009 


V21 V23 


YES 


NO 


SM2400 


AMSTRAD 


0277228888 


V21V22V23V22BIS 


YES 


NO 


Ty512 


TANDATA 


0664892421 


V21 V23 


YES 


YES 




SERIES FOUR 21235 


PACE 


0274892421 


V21V23(V220PT) 


YES 


NO 




MIRACLE WS3000 


MIRACOM 


0473233888 


V21V22V23 


YES 


NO 




:■ TM602 


TANDATA 


0684 892421 


V21V22V23 


YES 


YES 




LINNET 1200 EXEC 


PACE 


0274892421 


V21V22V23 


YES 


NO 



Hi-Tec EC2400 

This IS one that plans to give Amstrad a run for its money The 
next step up from 2400/2400 modems, as far as speed of 
operation is concerned, is to build in hardware error checking. 

Normally the modem just sends whatever it's told to and 
passes on whatever it receives. Since the telephone lines can 
be very noisy, in the electrical sense, not every signal the 
modem gets is necessarily one that was sent to it. The same 
tiling applies in the other direction, you may send sense but the 
person you're sending to may receive garbage. 

The standard answer to this problem is in software, which 
adds error checking protocols to the material you send (probably 
the most popular of these software protocols is one called 
Xmodem). For a number of years professional business comms 
users have had this error checking built into their hardware. 
Unfortunately, these hardware protocols are usually 
manufacturer-specific which means that if you want to use them 
to communicate with someone, then you both have to own the 
same modem - a bit unlikely for general use. 

The nearest thing to a standard hardware error correction 
standard is MNP, which was invented by the Microcom in the 
USA. It stands for Microcom Networking Protocol and currently 
comes in six versions of steadily increasing sophistication. The 
EC2400 features everything the SM2400 has but includes MNP 
level 4 error checking; still, you can't use it unless the modem 
you're calling has it too. 




The next step up from the SM2400 is to incorporate hardv»are error correction, 

but it may not be as much use as you'd think. This modem can also use some 

clever data compression techniques which can mal(e it appear faster still. 



rate, though they are usually used interchangeably. The 
baud rate is actually the frequency of the modem tone, and 
therefore the number of signal changes a second (or the 
rate of modulation as opposed to the actual amount of data 
that is in the course of being transmitted.) 

Speed the word 

When manufacturers began increasing the speed of their 
modems, it Vi'as far simpler to just talk about 1 200 baud 
than to explain it was really 600 baud with phase shifting to 
give 1200 bps. Unless you're into the electronics of the 
business, the difference is really irrelevant. 

Even when we reach 2400 bps we're still talking about 
600 baud transmission speed; a technique called 
quadrature amplitude modulation, however, allows each of 
the 600 bursts of sound to carry four bits of information. 
Four times 600 gives the familiar 2400 bps we know and 
love; all of which seems pretty clever stuff. 

2400 baud (as we shall continue to call it) is as fast as 
you can get with anything vaguely sensible; after this the 
really weird stuff comes into its own. Very high speeds rely 
on complex compression algorithms to achieve an 
apparent increase in speed. For these to be of any use, the 
modems at both ends of the line must agree on the 
techniques they're using to compress the data. The most 
common techniques are those invented by the Microcom 
Corporation called MNP, but there are already several of 
these which limits their use as a standard. 

These fast modems really need a leased line and are 
only used by businesses like banks and building societies 
with large amounts of data to shift around. These are 
permanently connected lines for which the customer pays a 
standard rental regardless of how much use is made of it. 
They are expensive but they are also very clean; put 
simply, that means that there is little or no line noise to 
confuse the modems. The only step up from leased lines is 
to forego modems altogether and use direct binary 
communication - the way you do when two computers are 
connected via their serial ports by a cable. Of course this 
may sound like the obvious solution if they're on the same 
desk, but it can get rather expensive if one is in Manchester 
and the other in Paris. ■ 
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Overspecified 

Because of the number of 
errors generated by dirty 
telephone lines, downloading 
files with error correction 
protocols can actually be slower 
at 2400 baud than at 1200. In 
terminal mode (chatting) 1200 
baud is quite fast enough - do 
you need 2400 baud? 
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DISCOUNT COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD 

National ^^ High Wycombe 

Order Line 0494-7 1 1 436 0494-7 1 5696 

Fax 0494-713230 

YOUR PROBLEMS SOLVED! 

AMSTRAD PCW RANGE 

PCW8256 £318.00 

PCW 8512 £395.00 

PCW9512 £458.00 

AMSTRAD PORTABLE RANGE 

PPC 512S - Single 720K 3.5" Disc Drive £385.00 

PPC 512D - Double 720K 3.5" Disc Drive £485.00 

PPC 640S - Single 720K 3.5" Drive + built-in modem £475.00 

PPC 640D - Double 720K 3.5" Drive + built-in modem £575.00 

RIBBONS * HIGH QUALITY SUPPLIES FROM D.C.S. 
This is only a small extract from our range of ribbons, please pfione us with your ribbon 
requirement. Qty 2-9 10+ 

AMSTRAD DIVIP1 £3.36 £3.00 

DMP2000/3000 £2.30 £2.10 

DMP4000 £3.25 £2.90 

BROTHER HR15/25/35 FAB £3.25 £2.50 

HR15/25/35 £2.75 £2.30 

CITIZEN 120D £4.60 £4.10 

MPS15/25 £3.65 £3.15 

DIABLO HYTYPE 2 FAB £3.50 £3.15 

EPSON LX80/86 £2.50 £1.90 

FX80/85/B00, MXBO, LX800 £3.05 £2.50 

MX100 £3.65 £3.30 

EX800 £4.00 £3.30 

OKI 80/82 £1.20 £1.10 

84 £3.00 £2.70 

QUME SPRINT 7/9 M/S £2.60 £2.35 

SPRINT 7/9 FAB £3.10 £2.80 

SHINWA CP80 £3.35 £2.55 

M/TALLY MT80 £3.35 £2.55 

Phone for new lower prices on Amatrad 1512 and 1640 range 

DELIVERY CHARGES 

Orders for 1 Box of Paper or Printer Stands please add £4.00 -i- VAT 2+ Boxes of Paper add 

£2.50 + VAT per box. Ail other supplies: Orders under £25.00 ex VAT add £1 .75 + VAT 

Orders over £25.00 add £2.50 + VAT Hardware £10.00 

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 

ORDERS: Please allow 5-7 days to receive your order. 

Please post your order and cheque to: 

Discount Computer Supplies Ltd. (Dept 8P), 

26 Chiltern Trading Estate, Earl Howe Road, 

Holmer Green, High Wycombe, Bucks Hpis 6QT. 
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Instant Templates for 
LocoScript Users 
professionally designed by a Member of the 
Institute of Word Processing 



"a showcase for the features of LocoScript" C With APCW Sept '87 

"extremely professional, a vi/orthwhi!e purchase" Your Amstrad PCW Dec '87 

"excellent, instructions are precise and vi/ell presented" APCW Mag Aug '87 

"no LocoScripter should be without one" 8000 Plus June '89 



TempDisc 8.2 £19.95 

A Double Density Disc with 133 tiles (760k) for Locoscript 2. It includes 
LocoMair and LocoChar features. All Discs ordered direct are personalised. 

• GENERAL: Lifetime diary", 2 yr Calendar, Agenda, Minutes, 5 Label Choices", 
Envelopes, Disc Labels, Compliments, Menu, Order Form, Organiser/Planner, 
Templates, Intro to the Touch-Typing Tutorial "TypeRite". 

• FINANCE & FIGUREWORK: Invoices", Statement", Calculator", Spreadsheet 
Layouts", Metric Converter File", Annual Statement of Account. 

• WRITERS: Authors, Script Layouts for Film, TV and Stage. 

• LISTS & FORMS: Marking Chart, Weekly Diary, Inventory, Shipping Document, 
League Tables, Production Schedule, Personal File, C.V, Will, Open Template with 9 
choices of vertical lined layouts (simply put in your own headings) 

• SOCIAL & SPORT: Star Signs, Family Tree, Automatic Fixture Listing", Tournament 
Draw and Chart", First Day Cover", Tickets", Invitations, Screen-Art. 

• CHRISTMAS: Cards, Envelopes, 14 Christmas characters in LocoChar, bordered 
greetings, Christmas header. 

• LOCOSCRIPT FILES: Template, Std with prepared Stock Layouts, Pitch guide. 
Settings, Std with 10 pre-set choices, ingenious use of Phrases, Std files. 

Other versions (with file variations) of TempDisc: 

for LocoScriptI TempDiscI - double sided Drive A £17.95 

for LocoScript2 TempDisc2 - double sided Drive A £1 7.95 

PCW 951 2 owners TempDiscS - double density Drive A £1 9.95 

Upgrades £7.50 -Updates £6.00 

WordDisc... a disc of synonyms for use with LocoFile... £14.95 

TempMate & Page Boy... Overlay & ruler for text positioning £6.95 

TT Patience. ..six card games on disc. "Addictive" 8000 Plus £14.95 

LocoScript Tuition. One hour (3 x 20 mins) telephone tuition for £9.95 

HOTLINE ACCESS/VISA 0395 277496 

Thurston Techniques 

FREEPOST 

Exmouth, Devon. EX8 2YZ 

All prices include V.A.T. & UK Post & Parking 



Suitable for the Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 
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£49;!: MONtY MAIMAULH HUW £5,., ,,,,,, 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances the easy way! 

Money Manager PCW provides individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented in a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expend- 
iture for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bills In a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datafile for further processing or presented In graphical form. 

The program Includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro comands. The Money 
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. 



■ Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 

- Budget and cash-flow forcasts - which may be updated 

- 12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

• Move a file forward a month at a time when required 
" All options selected from the main menu 

- Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Savings etc. 

- Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure 

• A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

• Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 

■ All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 

- Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

- Quick Insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

• Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a key 

• Single character 'mark' for extra reporting selectivity 

■ Statements showing each entry In detail with running balance 

• Reports may show classes merged Into logical groups 

• Spreadsheet type table showing class totals in each month 

- Report showing class totals for each account 

• Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

- Pie charts of up to 20 selected 'slices' 

■ Detailed bank s tatement reconciliation with running balance 






• Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

- Report of monthly Income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

• Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

• Account statistics - monthly max, min, average, balance etc. 

• Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates If required 

- Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 

- Summary VAT statements in the same format as a VAT return 

• Simply Ignore VAT features If they are not required 

• Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

■ Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg In Locoscript) 
■■ Data search facility to find 'lost' items 

" Built-in text line editor for data entry 

• Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

• Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

- Macros to record and replay user-deFmed reports 

■ Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

- Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

- You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

■ Comprehensive 64 page indexed manual 

■ Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

■ Free and Indefinite telephone support 



Connect 



To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49.95 

01743 9792 SamtolOpm, 7daysaweek 
Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND 




PLANNING PERMISSION 

Geoffrey Childs takes that first step with which all journeys begin 



Shock, horror, revelation time. Ninety five per 
cent of the program that we shall be studying 
over the next few issues was typed straight 
into the computer without any prior planning. If 
we believe what we are told, that is something 
no self-respecting programmer should ever do. 
But more than a few other programmers would 
plead guilty to this particular crime. 

Some people always plan their programs on paper; 
others just write an outline; a few will write down 
every line of code. You will have to decide which way 
works most efficiently for you. Some programmers 
will produce detailed written plans of substantial programs, 
but type in short programs at the computer. I prefer to do 
most of my planning mentally and can probably claim that I 
spend a greater proportion of my time planning a program 
than most other programmers. 

Let's take an extreme example. A couple of years ago 
somebody wrote to me, asking whether it was possible to 
achieve a full A4 page screen dump. I wrote back no. It is 
an extremely useful word in a programmer's vocabulary. At 
the same time, I felt that it probably could be done 
somehow and it nagged at me for four months. I was trying 
ideas and failing dismally. That's part of planning. I actually 
took less than two hours to write the routine after that. 
Strangely, it wasn't the idea of bit mapping or screen 
memory (the difficult part) that bothered me. It was simply 
that I had a blank spot on a certain escape sequence. The 
solution was the usual one, read the manual more carefully. 
The idea for a program and the motive to write it are like 
the chicken and the egg. Which comes first? The important 
point is that both exist. For a beginner, the motive is often 
simply the Everest one: because it's there. Even for an 
experienced programmer, it is an adequate motive provided 
the challenge is sufficient. At the same time, an 
experienced programmer will probably weigh up whether 
the satisfaction gained by the programmer or other users 
will justify the time involved. 

Breakdown 

To take an example; one of my very early forays into 
programming was a game of noughts and crosses (on 
the Sharp MZ 80K, if you can remember that far back). 



Puzzle corner 

The data for random files is always In strings - to be strictly 
con'ect, it Is converted into ASCII codes from the strings. To enter 
a number Into a file, it must first be converted into a string. This 
could be done using STR$ and later VAL to reconvert it to a 
number. However, using MKS$ (or MKD$ or MKUK$) is more 
economical. Using STR$ would generally require at least twice as 
much space to be allotted in the field string. 

If you have a hacking inclination, you may be interested in this 
little bit of research. First define a variable x. Now v=VARPTR(x). 
FOR n=v TO v+3:PRINT PEEK(n):NEXT. Now make x$=MKS$(x) and 
FOR n=1 TO 4:PRINT ASC(MID$(x$,n)):NEXT You get the same 
result for any value of x. The use of VARPTR shows how a variable 
Is stored in memory, but what on earth do the numbers mean? 
Hint: try various values of x, and look at the last number and try to 
work out how this is related to x. Once you have done this, It will 
only take a few hours to suss out the other three numbers. 



At that time it provided a difficult challenge. I could probably 
write a much better version for the PCW now, but the 
satisfaction that I or anybody else would gain from it would 
not justify the effort. 

Most serious programs will contain several options. 
Even if this is not the case, it is likely that the program can 
be broken down into various tasks that have to be 
performed. This is the next stage in the planning. Whether 
you decide to do this mentally or on paper depends on the 
complexity of the program, personal preferences, how your 
brain ticks and the retentive capacity of your memory. If I 
do use paper, I don't use any formal method, though you 
may find it appropriate both in this and the next stage to 
use a flowchart. 

At this stage you should have a realistic view about what 
problems the program will present. Some parts will be 
straightforward. There are others that require an algorithm 
that you haven't used previously. Some trial and error 
testing may be helpful to ensure that a new idea works. 
There will sometimes be parts that need a considerable 
amount of research. For example, when I wrote Lightning 
Basic, one of the new commands was a variable listing. It 



Sinister subject 

When writing to a random file, it is essential to use the FIELD 
command, and then write all the variables into the FIELD strings by 
using LSET (or RSET). What is not generally appreciated is that 
LSET is often a very useful command outside random files. If you 
do not define the string to be LSET in a FIELD, the usual way to do 
it is a$=SPACE$(20), for example. Any string now LSET into a$ will 
be padded or truncated to length 20. Three examples of its use: 

1 . Ensuring an entry in a sequential file is not ridiculously long. 

2. Screen listing in columns avoiding tedious TABs and 
length checks. 

3. Comparison of INPUT entry with a standard set of strings. 
Days of the week could be checked from: 

INPUT b$:a$=space$(2):LSET a$=UPPER$(b$) 



took considerable disassembly to find out precisely how 
each type of variable was stored, where to find the variables 
and which routines were available to convert them back into 
an intelligible form. 

Finally there may be pre-programs that you have to 
write. For instance, if your program will need a file of 
information, this can be written before you start to write the 
main program. 

Town planning 

Let us apply these ideas to the program BRITMAP that we 
are going to construct. The motive for the program was that 
the editor had asked for some useful and reasonably 
substantial program, such as a text editor, to accompany 
this series of articles. I was not quite happy about a text 
editor on the grounds that too much of the programming 
would be repetitive. I thought about it for about 48 hours 
before the idea of a map of Britain occurred to me. I could 
immediately see the program diverting into four main 
options, each of them involving different techniques. The 
idea and the motive were there. 

The data for the program consists of the names of 
towns, their latitude and their longitude. This data is 
contained in files. The first option is adding to, 
deleting from and amending these files. The second y^,,^ 



What do you 
mean? 

There are bound to be a few 
commands here that you don't 
recognise. If you intend to learn 
programming you also need to 
learn to read manuals. Look up 
the commands you don't know 
and try writing short routines 
that use them, |ust so that you 
learn how they work. 
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Funny numbers 

Newcomers to programming are 
often mystified by ASCII codes 
The computer ttiinks in numbers 
and fias a number to correspond 
to each letter, figure, or other 
character that is printable. 55 and 
capital A correspond, for example. 
So; PRINT ASCC'A") would give 
65 and PRINT CHR$(65) would 
produce A. Sometimes it is more 
convenient to think in numbers 
than in letters, and vice versa. 
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Mapping Britain 

This is the first part of the BRITMAP program. 

10 e$=CHR$(27):c$=e$+"E"+e$+"H":PRINT c$ 

20 DEF FNa$(r,c)=e$+"Y"+CHR$(32+r)+CHR$(32+c) 

Without Lightning, it is necessary to do these houselceeping tasks 

at the start of a program. Some programmers have a standard 

routine which inciudes all the usual escape sequences, and start a 

program with this. We have established a Clear Screen and a Print 

At. It is nearly always best to define a function for the latter. 

30 w$=e$+"X ?y":wl$=e$+"X ?"+CHfl$(96):wr$=e$+"X a?8" 
The window escape sequences. It is shorter to write them with 
symbols if you know the characters corresponding to the ASCII 
codes. Note that there are 2 spaces in w$ (whole screen), 2 spaces 
in wl$ (left window) and 1 space In wr$ (right window). 

40 PRINT e$"0" 

50 r$=e$+"p":o$=e$+"q":b$=CHR$(7) 

60 d$re$+"f":en$=e$+"e" 

Status line off. Define more sequences: reverse video, reverse off, 

beep, disable and enable cursor. 

100 PRINT"Reading files!":DIMe(30),t$(30),lo(30),la(30) 

110 GOSUB5700:GOSUB 5900 

We will deal with the subroutines to read the files later. The flags, 

towns, latitudes and longitudes are read into memory in arrays. 

120 DATA File Management.,Distances.,Route Planning. 

130 DATA Map.,Help.,Quit. 

140 PRINT w$d$c$:PRINT FNa${2,31);r$" MENU "o$:RESTORE 120 

150 FOR n=1 TO 6:READ a$:PRINT FNa$(3*n+4,30);n;a$:NEXT 

It is easier to use DATA READ to print the menu. Isn't it? 

160 PRINT FNa$(25,31);r$" Press a key 1 to 6. ■■;o$ 
170 GOSUB 5000:z=Z-48:IF z<1 OR z>6 THEN 170 
The subroutine at 5000 is 'Get Keypress'. 

180 PRINT c$:ON z GOSUB 1000,2000,3000,4000,10000,990:GOT0 140 
The whole of the main program control is done in one line. ON 
GOTO and ON GOSUB are valuable commands which should be 
used more frequently. 



IS to calculate the distance between any two towns The 
third is to plan an efficient route through any list of towns 
entered. The last option is to give a simple map ot the towns 
included in the file. Thus we iiiciude filing, calculation, 
decision mailing and graphics in the one program. 

The next stage is to look at the options in more detail. A 
good system tor this program is to have two files. The fiist 
file is a sequential file which consists ot the number ot 
entries, and a flag for each to show whethei or not the entry 
exists. The flags are needed, since for screen purposes I 
decided to limit the number of entries to 30, and this meant 
that an option to delete entries must be included. If, for 
example, Bristol was entry number 9, and you wished to 
delete entry number 6, it would be better to leave Bristol as 
number 9, rather than moving every entry up a place Minor 
decisions like this are an important part of friendly 
programming. The random file consists of a record for each 
town: name, latitude and longitude. 

Window on the world 

I did not foresee any problems about calculating distances 
It would be done by a subroutine which could also be called 
by the third option. I decided to do the decision making by 
a random process, a slightly unusual but not difficult 
technique that I hadn't used before on the PCW. This 
needed a test to see whether the idea I had would work 
quickly and efficiently. This proved satisfactory. The map 



wouldn't be difficult, but screen layout needed some 
thought 

At this stage there are two fundamental decisions to be 
made. The first is how a user should identify a town. I toyed 
with the idea ot using three letters for each town. But... 
Manchester and Mansfield? Eventually I decided that it 
would be easier all round to have a list of available towns on 
the screen, and identity them by number. All this suggested 
that I should consider the screen as a left and right hand 
window for most of the program, with the right hand side 
consisting of the list, and the left hand side containing the 
other program details. It was also a feasible answer to the 
map option. A little pottering around at the computer showed 
that the idea was practical. 

Finally, I needed a source of information giving latitude 
and longitude of towns. My road map used another system, 
but the second Atlas I found proved satisfactory. All that 
remained of the preparation was to write a little program to 
produce files of ten towns, which could be used both as a 
starter for any user and a development aid while writing 
the program. This short program, given in this issue, is 
called BMDATA. ■ 



Information service 

This is the program that writes the data files for the BRITMAP 
program to use when it's finished. It should be called BM 
DATA.BAS and It will create two other flies. 



10 DATA John o' Groats,58,39,3,3 

20 DATA Edinburgh,55,57,3,12 

30 DATA Glasgow,55,52,4,14 

40DATALeeds,53,48,1,34 

50 DATA Manchester,53,30,2,1 5 

60 DATA Birmingham,52,30,1,55 

70 DATA London,51 ,30,0,5 

80 DATA Land's End,50,4,5,43 

90DATADover,51,7,-1,19 

100 DATA Bath,51,22,2,22 

Each town is followed by latitude in degrees and minutes and then 

longitude in degrees and minutes. The minus sign means East 

rather than West. In DATA statements, the commas are essential. 

110 OPEN"o",1,"town.seq" 

120me=10:WRITE#1,me 

130 FOR n=1 TO 10:WRITE#1,1:NEXT:CLOSE 

This is the sequential file. At the moment it contains 10 entries, and 

we assign the variable me (maximum entry) to this. Each entry is to 

be made, so we set the next 10 variables to flags to signal this. 

140OPEN"r",1,"town.ran",28 

150 FIELD 1,20 AS town$,4 AS long$,4 AS lat$ 

160FORn=1TO10:READt$ 

170 READ a,b,c,d:GOSUB 5600:NEXT:CLOSE:END 

This is a fairly standard construction of a random file. The 28 after 

the name is the record length. The field variables are set at lengths 

20, 4 and 4. If you put numbers Into a random file, It is usual to 

turn them into strings first using one of the IMK functions, in this 

case we need MKS$ for single precision numbers (since they 

contain decimals). 

5600 long=a+b/60:LSET long$=MKS$(long) 
5610 lat=c+SGN(c)*d/60:LSET lat$=MKS$(lat) 
5620 LSET town$=t$:PUT 1,n:RETURN 
I thought this subroutine might be useful for the main program, so 
the numbering is strange, in the event I didn't use it, but It is 
always sensible to avoid writing a subroutine twice. Note that all 
strings to be entered in a file should be LSET into the field 
variables. The use of SGN in 5610 is to account for the minutes of 
latitude (there are 60 minutes In a degree) which will count as 
minus if the degrees were East. This is the type of situation where 
a bug is all too easy 
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WORTH OVER £229! 




O commodore 




.95 

+VAT= 

£399 

INCLUDES 
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DELIVERY 



£346 

The Amiga 500 is one of a new breed of technologically 
advanced computers, which are now emerging as the new 
standard for home computing, based around the new Motorola 
68000 chip. The A500 has 512K RAM and a 1Mbyte double 
sided disk drive built-in. It can be connected directly to a wide 
range of monitors, or to a domestic TV set through a TV 
modulator. Designed with the user in mind, the A500 features a 
user friendly WIMP environment and comes supplied with a free 
mouse. And, when you buy your Amiga from Silica Shop, the 
UK's Nol Amiga specialists, you will expehence an after sales 
service that is second to none, including a technical support 
helpline and free newsletters and pnce lists. Return the coupon 
below for our current information pack, which will give details of 
the Silica service and the very latest Silica Amiga offers. e&oe 
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Before you decide when lo buy your new Commodore Amiga computer, 
we suggest you consider very carefully WHERE you buy it There are 
MANY companies who can offer you a computer, a few peripherals and 
ir>e lop ten selling titles There are FEWER compar.ies who can offer a 
wide range of products for your compLler as well as expert advice and 
help when you need it There is ONLY ONE company who can provide 
trie largest range of Amiga related products m the UK, a full time Amiga 
specialist technical helpline and in-deplh after sales support, including 
free newsletters and brochures delivered to your door for as long as you 
lequire afler you purchase your computer Thai one company is Silica 
Shop We have been established m the home computer field for ten years 
and can now claim lo meet our customers requirements with an accuracy 
and understanding which is second to none Here are |usl some of the 
things we can offer you" 

THE FULL STOCK RANGE: The largest range of Amiga 
related peripherals, accessories, books and software in the UK, 

AFTER SALES SUPPORT: The staff at Silica Shop are 
dedicated to help you to get the best from your Amiga. 

FREE NEWSLETTERS: fylailed direct to your home as 
soon as we print them, featuring offers and latest releases, 

FREE OVERNIGHT DEL/VERY: On all hardware orders 
shipped to Silica Shop customers within the UK mainland. 

PRICE MATCH PROMISE: We will normally match our 
competitors offers on a 'same product same price' basis, 

FREE TECHNICAL HELPLINE: Full time team of Amiga 
lechmcal experts to help you with your technical queries. 

But don't just take our word for it. Complete and return the 
coupon below for our latest Amiga literature and begin to 
experience the Silica Shop specialist Amiga service. 



IJ!lilliLlJ:li:ilJ:IH:i 

A500 Computer £399.99 

TV Modulator £24.99 

Photon Paint £69.95 

TenStar Pack £229.50 
TOTAL RRP: 
LESS DISCOUNT: 

PACK PRICE ^ 



£724.43 
£325.43 

£399 
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A500 Computer 
1084S Colour Monitor 
Photon Paint 
TenStar Pack 

TOTAL RRP: 
LESS DISCOUNT: 

PACK PRICE i. : 



£399.99 
£299.99 
£69.95 
£229.50 
£999.43 
£350.43 

£649 
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When you buy the Amiga 500 from Silica Shop, you will not only 
get a high power, value for money computer, we will also give 
you some spectacular free gifts. First of all, we are now including 
a TV modulator with every A500 stand alone keyboard, so you 
can plug your Amiga straight into your TV at home (the 
modulator is not ncluded with the A500+A1084S pack as it is nol 
required for use with monitors). Secondly, we have added a free 
copy of Photon Paint, an advanced graphics package with an 
RRP of £69 95 Last (and by no means least!), so that you can be 
up and running straight away, we are giving away the sensational 
TENSTAR GAfvlES PACK with every A500 purchased at Silica 
Shop. This pack features ten top Amiga titles which have a 
combined RRP of nearly £230' Return the coupon tor details 
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When you buy your Amiga 500 
from Silica Shop, we want to 
make sure you get the best 
deal possible. That is why we 
are giving away the TENSTAR 
GAMES PACK worth nearly 
£230, absolutely FREE with 
every A500 purchased from us. 
The TenStar Games Pack inc- 
ludes ten titles for the A500, 
each individually packaged m 
Its own casing with instructions. 



Amegas 
Art Of Chess 
Barbarian, Ult Warrior 
Buggy Boy 
lltari Warriors 
Insanity Fight 
Mercenary Comp 
Terrorpods 
Thundercats 
Wizball 



TOTAL RRP: £229.50 



£14.95 
£24.95 
£19.95 
£24.95 
£24.95 
£24.95 
£19.95 
£24.95 
£24.95 
£24.95 
£229.50 



If you already own an Amiga computer and would like to be registered on our mailing list'as an 
Amiga user, let us know We will be pleased to send you copies of our price lists and newsletters 
FREE OF CHARGE as they become available. Complete the coupon and return it lo our Sidcup 
branch and begin experiencing a specialist Amiga service that is second to none 
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SIDCUP (& IVlail Order) 01-309 1111 

1-4 The Mews. Hatherley Road. Sidcup. Kent. DA14 4DX 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9am - 5.30pm LATE NIOHT: FRIDAY 9am - 7pm 



XXXNTtCytSl 01-580 4000 

52 Tottenham Court Road. London. W1P OBA 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9 30am - 6.00pm LATE NIGHT: NOME 



LONDON 01-629 1234 ext 3914 

Selfridges (1st floor). Oxford Street. London. W1A 1AB 
V_ OPEN: MON-SAT 9am - 6 00pm LATE NIGHT: THURSDAY 9am - 8pm ^ 



f To:S 

jPLEi 



: Silica Shop Ltd, Oept Plus 806 89 i-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4DX 

PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE ON THE AMIGA 



iiga| 



Mr/Mrs/Ms: 
Address; 



Initials: 



Surname: 




Postcode: 



Do you already own a computer 
Jf so, winich one do you own? 



J 




MicroDesign II 



3" Brand New AMSTRAD/PANASONIC internal fitting Imb (720K formatted) 
drives using CF2 discs, with simple instructions for DIY. Just "Plug In & Go'. 

NB. BEWARE of secondtiand drives offered as new at lower prices. 

• FD4 second drive for PCW 8256 and PCW 9512 (£107.87 +) = £124 

• FD2 second drive for PCW 8256 (as available) (£112.17 +) = Ef29 

• NEW FD1 for PCW 8256/8512 drive A replacement (£86.09 +) = £99 

• NEW FD4 for PCW 9512 drive A replacement (£103.48 +) = £119 

5.25" PACE external 40/80 track self powered drive for data transfer 
between PCs and all PCWs with TDOS software (£160+) - £184 

MEMORY UPGRADES 

Upgrade your PCW 8256 memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 

Our simple instructions assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skills. 

We supply TOP OUALITY chips which are jig performed for ease of insertion. 

NO BENDING REQUIRED, plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply 'Plug In & Go'. 

• PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade Kit to 512K (£34.74 +) = £39.95 

SAVE £5 on above when purchasing with a 3" or 5.25" drive. 

DESK TOP PUBLISHING 

"The Rolls Royce of PCW desk-top publishing" 

"Beats the opposition hands down". 

An astonished Rex Last, Amstrad PCW 

The Integrated Page Processor For The PCW. 

DTP on the PCW comes of age with this new generation of SERIOUS, 

ADVANCED SOFTWARE. Huge range of Fonts, Typestyles and Typesetting 

functions. Extensive Graphic Art and Design facilities. "There is a full on-screen 

text editor which I found impressive as a word processing facility in its own right". 

UNDO feature. Specialised printer software for highest quality output. The 

ONLY PCW DTP which is compatible with 9 pin, 24 pin and Laser printers. Fully 

compatible with Locoscript 2, Pretext and Wordstar; Stop Press, NewsDesk 

International and The DeskTop Publisher; Master Scan; AMX and Kempston 

mice. 

Menu driven - Easy to learn - superb manual - fascinating - and fun! 

* MicroDesign II our Price £54.95. With AMX Mouse £94.95. 



9 AND 24 PIN DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Research into budget printers confirms that STAR is the outright winner with 
Panasonic the only close contender. We rejected Amstrad (for everything 
except looks), Brother (build & print quality). Citizen (print quality), Epson 

(reliability) and NEC (size and jamming). 

The Star LC-10 was voted 'Best Dot Mathx Printer' by What Micro and First 

Choice in 8000 Plus. The LC24-10 was chosen by the PC Independant Users 

Club and awarded 5 stars by PC Plus. 

Both have built in Push-Tractor Feed, Paper Parking, eight resident NLQ or LQ 

fonts and extensive front panel or software control, compatible with Epson LQ 

and IBM Proprinter standards. No wonder they are best sellers! 

• STAR LC-10 Multifont 9 pin 144cps draft, 36cps NLQ (£155 +) = £178.25 

• STAR LC24-10 Superb 24 pin 170cps/57cps LQ (£270 +) = £310.50 

NB Printer cables required. LC24-10 24pin driver software optional extra 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



Top Quality PRINTER CABLES for Star (Parallel/Centronics) connection. 
For PCW 8256/8512 (Interface needed) £9.95 incl. For PCW 9512 £7.95 incl. 
Parallel/Serial INTERFACES for PCW 8256/8512 printer connection etc. 

SCA Professional. Highly regarded, full featured (£41 .30 +) = £47.50 

SCA Professional Plus. As above + real time clock/cal (£50 +) = £57.50 

BBD Dust Covers LC-10/LC24-10 £5.50. 3pc 8256/8512 £11.95. 

3pc 9512 £13.95 

RIBBONS (Minimum order 2) LC-10 £5.00; 5+ £4.70; LC24-10 £6.30; 5+ £5.90 

MASTER SCAN Optical scanner attaches to 8256/8512 printer head. Digitises 

most pictures to save for Graphics and DTP programs (£46.04 +) = £52.95 

MASTER PAINT Graphics package £13.95 incl. With AMX MOUSE £67.50 incl. 
MASTER PACK Master Scan + Paint £58.95 incl .With AMX MOUSE £109 incl. 
AMX MOUSE + interface. The best. Swiss precision (£47.78 +) = £54.95 



SOFTWARE 



Locomotive software for the PCW 8256/8512 

24 Pin Printer Drivers £22.95; Printer Drivers Disc (+ CharKit) £17.95 Locofont - Set 1 £18.95 
Locolont-Set2£13.95; LocoFile £23.50 LocoScript 2 £21 .50; LocoSpell £17.95; 
LocoScript 2 + LocoSpell £28.50 
For the PCW 9512 

24 Pin Printer Drivers £22.95; Printer Drivers Disc (+ CfiarKit) £18.95 LocoFile £23.50 
Minimum order £10. Courier Delivery £8 

Bold prices include VA T and UK post , normally by return. 
Send cheques/Money orders: or PIc/LA/Govt orders to:- 

SILICON CITY 

Dept 8, Wheal Rose, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 SDR 
Access/Visa orders; Telephone 0209 891141 

(Coolchahce Ltd) 
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VIDI captures pictures from Video or Camera directly 
into your own computer. VIDI images can be printed out 
' and imported Into Art or D.T.P. packages. 



VIDI is made in SCOTLAND 

by ROMBO Productions, 

6 Fairbairn Rd, Kirkton North, 
Livingston, Scotland EH54 6TS 
Telephone (0506) 414631 



FIFTH BASE - the intelligent database that 

communicates in English or near-English. 

Fifthbase answers questions llke:- 

What Is the capital of France? Describe a Concorde? Find if I 

[Smith lives Sussex or Smith lives Dorset and Smith purchased | 

computer? Ask what the sales are in March? 
I Fifthbase understands facts and uses object and frame | 

orientated software techniques developed for expert 

I systems. Powerful yet easy to use, Fifthbase has many | 

applications In business, commerce and education. 

£29.95 Inclusive. PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512. 
Money back guarantee and quick despatch. 

I Che ques payable to: Disc Design (Dept. 8000), 
^"lIV 1st Floor, Portico House, 
\1*M 25 Bailgate, Lincoln LN1 3AP. 



A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR 
WAREHOUSE 



Hardware & Peripherals (Offers while stocks last) RRP WAVE 

Amstrad PCW8256 Computer/Word Processor 401.35 352.59 anc 

Amstrad PCW8512 Computer/Word Processor (Limited Stocks) 516.35 427.80 anc 

Amstrad PCW9512 Computer/Word Processor 573.85 481.79 anc 

NEW Amstrad ASF951 2 NEW 

NEW Automatic Sheet Feeder NEW 

NEW For the PCW 9612 NEW 

NEW Only £113.85 + £3.45 P&P NEW 

FD-4 2nd 3" Disc Drive - PGW951fi (Genuine Amstrad Drive) 171.35 115.66 C 

Amstrad CPS8256 Serial/Parallel Interlace- PCW 68.94 44.81 D 

MCL391 Lead, CPS8256 to Parallel Printer (Round Cable) 14.95 10,47E 

PL2 Lead, PGW9512to Parallel Printer (Round Cable) 19.95 9,98 E 

Star LC10 Parallel F&T NLQ Printer 297.85 158,01 A 

* * ■ Amstrad Service Exchange Spares available ■ Phone tor Prices ' ' ' 

Computer Labels 89mm X 36mm 1 across Box 1000. ...9. 20 6.44 D 

Croxley 11" X 9.5" Listing Paper 60G Box 2000. .24.93 9.76 B 

Printwheels • PCW9512 (119 Foreign Styles) 10.45 9,41 E 

2861 FN Ribbon Fabric - Star LCIO PKT2 ....9.20 4.60 F 

2746MS Ribbon Multistrike - PCW9512 PKT2....7.70 4.62 F 

2741 FN Ribbon Fabric - PCW8256/8512 PKT2..11.98 5.00 F 



DO YOU WANT TO SAVE MONEY, 
THEN SEND FOR OUR TRADE PRICE LIST 



(State for which products and enclose 3 x 1 9p stamps) 
Blank Discs & Software 

Locofile Database - PCW (state model) 29.95 20.97 D 

Locoscript2 + Locospell2 PCW8256/8512 34.90 24.78 D 

Amsoft 3" Discs DS/ALL 3" Drives Box 10 ....29.90 20.93 E 

Maxell 3" Discs DS/ALL 3" Drives Box 10 ...29.90 18.99 E 

Euro 3" Discs DS/ALL 3" Drives Hard Cased PKT 10 ....29.90 17.94 D 

10 Euro 3" Bulk Discs in Amscase Library Case 37.85 18.93 D 

JVC 3.5: DS/DD 135TPI Bulk Discs PKT 25 ....62.50 20.63 D 

Verbatim 5.25" DS/DD 40/80T Bulk Discs PKT 25 ....27,27 6.82 D 

YU-DS80LD.B. Storage Box Holds 50 3"/80 3.5" 23.77 7.13 D 



CAPTAIN CAVEMAN BBS NOW ON LINE 4PM TO 9AM 0229-43609 



Eng. Mainland post & ins.: (A) £5.75 (B) £4.60 (C) £3.45 (Dj £2.30 (E) £1.15 (F) SSp 

I ANC) 3 Day £10.35 Next Day £1 3. 80. COD* £2.30. Ivlax UK post ctig. £6. 90 per 20lig/£500. 

Ati Prices include VAT. Ail sales subject to our Trade Terms oi Trading. 

W.A.V.E. (Trade Dept. 8000 889) 

Walney Audio Visual & Electrical Distribution 

1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, LAI 4 1SR 

Tel: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Men - Fri 10.00-5.00 



.INTERVIEW 



IN ON THE ACT 

For the nosey, the curious or the plain old law-abiding : Sharon Bradley 
journeys north to catch a protection racket in the act 



Have you ever been remotely curious about the sort of thing your bank manager 
says about you the minute you walk out of his office? Do you wake up in a 
cold sweat at three in the morning wondering exactly what has been 
indelibly recorded about you on centralised police computer files when the 
most heinous crime you've ever committed in your entire life is forgetting to pay a 
parking ticket on time? 

Section 21 of The Data Protection Act 1984 provides you with the key to unlock such 
secrets. Many people, however, still don't realise what a powerful investigative tool they 
have at their disposal if only they knew how to use It. 

Any organisation storing computerised information on living individuals (the data user) 
is obliged under the Act to register that information. They must, among other things, be 
open about the uses for which the data is being stored. 

The Act allows anyone who believes that details about them are being held on 
a computer to ascertain from the organisation or individual who owns it just 
what information is actually being held. It also secures your right to access that 
data (subject access). 

Springfield House in Wilmslow, Cheshire, is the home of The Data Protection 
Registrar. The biggest section in the organisation is the registration department where 
application forms for registration are processed. The second biggest is the investigations 
department; here, data protection staff handle complaints and assign to specific cases the 
network of investigative agents who are spread around the country working from home. 
The policy department, meanwhile, provides data protection advice and guidance to 
organisations and individuals in the outside world. In an attempt to cut through some of 
the fog that notoriously swathes this Act, we went along to Springfield House to talk to Or 
John Woulds, Senior Assistant Data Registrar there. 




Dr John Woulds, Senior Assistant Data Registrar, from 
Springfield House, Wilmslow, in Cheshire 



SOOOPI US: It's sometimes suggested that the Data Protection 
Registrar and his assistants, white having a lot of responsibility, 
dor}'t seem to have that much power. Is that accurate? 

Dr Woulds: No, I'm not at all sure that I agree. Because 
we're talking about new legislation here, none of it has been 
tested in the courts yet. So there's no case law for the Data 
Protection Registrar to fall back on when it comes to 
deciding how the law applies in a particular case. He has to 
make his own judgements. We also have the power to 
prosecute and take enforcement action against those who 
are contravening the provisions of the Act. 

SM PLUS; To what extent is the Data Protection Act under the 
jurisdiction of Whitehall? 

Parliament passed the Data Protection Act in the first place. 
Any amendments that need to be made to the Act are made 
by Parliament. But the day to day running of the Data 
Protection office is entirely in the hands of Eric Howe, the 
Data Protection Registrar. Questions of policy on how to 
interpret and implement the Act are for him to decide. 

8000 P LUS: Who decides on the fees that have been set for 
subject access and registration? 

Those fees are decided essentially by the Home Secretary 
and are then approved by Parliament. The fee for subject 
access particularly is decided by the Home Office; the fee 
for registration is decided by them and the Treasury on the 



basis of information we give them. Although we don't directly 
receive the income from the fees, we do roughly have to 
make our books balance over a period of time. The money 
that we get from the Treasury over a number of years has to 
balance the money that the Treasury receives in the form of 
fees paid. It's our job, therefore, to provide estimates of 
budgets and so on. 

Mfifi-ELUS; How much does it cost to register? 

The cost of registration is £56 for three years. This applies to 
any individual or organisation who registers. I accept that it 
Is expensive for the small organisation. It isn't, however, for 
the large company. Unfortunately, there's no distinction 
between large and small organisations. 

iSM-ELUSil.How exactly do you define 'personal data'? 

Any kind of information that people generally consider to be 
sensitive and confidential is personal data. But so are 
names, addresses and telephone numbers. Some people 
get confused by the word 'personal'. They think that their 
name and address isn't personal, but It Is as far as the Data 
Protection Act is concerned. Basically, it can be anything 
that identifies you - apart from indications of intention. 



&OOilLVS:_Why is indication of intention not classed as 
personal data? 

Expressions of opinion are alright but declaring 
intention isn't. 



> 
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INTERVIEW 



A word for the 
defense ... 

Because the DPA is still a 
relatively recent act, there are 
not perhaps as many 
prosecutions going on as you 
might expect. Even then, the 
most common cause for the 
Registrar having to take 
enforcement action against an 
organsation is complete failure 
to register - most of the time 
through ignorance of the 
necessity to do so. 



Agent 

The team of investigative 
agents that are spread around 
the country v»ork from home. As 
soon as a potentially 
problematic situation rears its 
head an agent living in the 
appropriate part of the country 
is alerted and viiill go along to 
investigate. Most of the agents 
are ex-police officers with the 
necessary interviev»ing skills. 



Where to go 

For further information about 
any aspect of The Data 
Protection Act, phone 0625 
535777 and ask for the series of 
eight guideline pamphlets and a 
leaflet entitled 'Are you in on the 
Data Protection Act?'. They're 
supplied free of charge, are 
well-written, very informative 
and should answer any queries 
that you might have. 



AygustB9 8000 PLUS 54 




It's actually quite a difficult distinction to make. The reason 
why expressions of intention are excluded is because there 
was pressure from organisations in the personnel 
management sector who wanted to exclude from data 
protection information on personnel succession. 
You can say someone's suitable for a particular promotion - 
that's an opinion - but to say he or she is actually going to 
get it is a declaration of intention. You may not always want 
the individual concerned to see information like that. 

SSOLB.lUSi Is there any information about people that you cannot 
t<eep on your computer? 

No there isn't. Although one of the Data Protection principles 
says that the information has to be relevant and not 
excessive for the purpose for which you're keeping it. So if 
you have a simple mailing list database, you wouldn't expect 
to keep lots of information 
about somebody's financial 
details. That would be 
excessive and not relevant. 

eOOOPL US : Let's say that I 
have a PCW. In my spare 
time I am also Membership 
Secretary of the Wilmslow 
Operatic Society. As a result, 
I have a database on which I 
store details (names, 
addresses, membership 
particulars) of the 40 
members who make up that 
Society Do I need to register 
that information? 



If none of the members 
have objected to you 
holding such information 
on a database, and you 
take certain precautions as 
to whom you disclose it, 
then you are excluded from 
the need to register under 
the Data Protection Act. 

8000 PLU S: What if one 
member out of the forty 
objects? 




The bottom line seems to be: if in doubt, register. And this is the room 
in which all those application forms are processedl 



Easy Access? 



To find out what Institutions 
keep personal data, look In the 
Data Protection Register, a copy 
of which should be held in 
major public libraries. 

This Register will list all the 
data users and computer 
bureaux registered, with details 
of the kind of data they hold, the 
type of data subject (whether it 
is an employee or club 
member), the purposes for 
which the data is being held and 



In that case you have a 

choice. Either you put the 

details of all the other 39 

members on the database 

and keep that one off, in 

which case you are still 

excluded from the need to 

register, or you go ahead with a computerised membership 

for everybody - and register. 

SfiMfiilSj Perhaps my club or society is the local branch of a 
much larger, registered organisation. Would I have to apply for 
separate registration, or would I immediately be covered by the 
registration of the 'parent company'? 

Your best bet would be to have the parent organisation 
register and thereby cover everything that you are doing in 
your branch. Some organisations take full responsibility at 
the centre for everything that all their various branches are 
doing on computer. That will make life easier from the 
individual branch point of view. 

Other organisations have not taken that view; indeed, it 



depends to a certain extent on the legal structure of the 
company concerned. If the branches are separate legal 
bodies, for instance, then they Will have to register 
separately. 

iSMPlMSj Say I keep a registered database of names and 
addresses. If somebody then approaches me asking for the 
address of a Joe Bloggs, whom they think likely to be included on 
that database, can I give it to them? 

That rather depends on what Joe Bloggs has been told in 
the first place. If you gave him some assurance of 
confidentiality when he gave you the original information 
('I'm only going to use this information for my own purposes, 
and I won't give it to other people for their use') and then you 
go and do just that, you might be in breach of the first data 
protection principle. 



gOOOplUS; What is the first 
data protection principle? 

This states that data has to 
be obtained or processed 
fairly. In the latter case, the 
Registrar might judge that 
you've misled - and, 
consequently, been unfair to - 
Joe Bloggs because you 
didn't properly explain to him 
at the outset what all the uses 
of the information were going 
to be. 

gfifiiELUS: The Act applies to 
'any living individual. ' Do young 
children and people like the 
clinically insane enjoy the same 
rights and privileges? 

Yes, although they may have 
difficulty exercising their right 
of access to data. There 
would have to be some kind 
of third party that has power 
of attorney. There are ways of 
making orders so that other 
people can act on behalf of 
the mentally ill. The same is 
largely true of children. 

agog PLUS: Can my brother or 
a work colleague, say access 
data on me? 



who's likely to see it. 

You will have to make 
a subject access request, 
however, to find out if the 
organisation you're interested 
In holds any Information 
on you. Bear in mind, though, 
that that organisation can 
charge you up to £10 for 
exercising that right. 

Don't - whatever you do - 
bank on it being an ove 
might process. 



I would like to be able to say 
that it never happens. The 
organisation that keeps the data is supposed to take 
reasonable steps to ascertain that the person applying for 
access is who he or she says they are. Some people ask for 
a birth certificate or passport. Others may request a counter 
signature. And, of course, often the individual is known to 
the organisation - when accessing company personnel 
records, for example. 

SMOLELUSj What's the general procedure for accessing 
information as far as the ordinary man in the street is concerned? 

They must make a direct application to the company 
concerned. The company will then provide them with the 
relevant form if one is needed. According to the Act, the 
company is under obligation to reply within 40 days. 8 



MASSIVE SAVINGS 



on PCW9512 carbon-film ribbons 
ONLY £2.35 EACH 



Offer Limited To 3 per customer 

Also; comprehensive re-inking service 

covers most mal<es of fabric ribbon. 

See July issue (p51) for 

"SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER" 

ALADDINK, EYEIWOUTH, BERWICKS, TD14 SAP 
Tel: 08907 50965 ( to 8pm Mon-Sat ) 



TYPESETTING 
LASERSETTING 



from Just 

£1.50 

+ VAT per Locoftcript page 

■ n.iirniints tnr qri.^nti'y ■ Cash 
WfTh Older ■ i:ycl;id«^s mrreclions 

■ App'iPs tn Loco'^cnp! documents 
Call if other software used H All 
a I phg ■ n II me n c and Fiiropean 
arrented rh.iractPrs available Some 
..iiiromrnnn dot-matrix chara'-ters not 
supported - please rtsk fni our 

'Character Font list. 



■ Price breakthrough... 

from Thameslink Laser 
Bureau. PCW files output 
to the quality of this 
text, Laserset in highly 
businesslike Courier. 

OR highest quality DTP! 

BOesl^top Piiblisliing Laser 
ITDesktop Publishi ng Typeset 

T H A M E sTH^rTK 

38 Thames St. Windsor, Berks. SL4 IPR 
Tel: (0753) 863356 Fax: (0753) 851989 



SIGNWRITER/i FORMS BOX 



Quality lettering 
from your PCW 



£29.95 



Many extra fonts (£5.75 each plus disk), e.g.: 

b^Um IDECC CAiU Corn Crll 




Also: 

PAPERBASE DeLuxe for bibliographies 
LABELWRITER for product labels 
OXSTAT for statistics 

COLOURED RIBBONS 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

Dept. 8P 

kk Roan Street 

London SElo 9JT 

Tel. (Ol) 858 2699 



.IliST PRINT AND ISK - THE .S TATIONER.S ON A DISC 

SOOO Plus Viiliie Verdict 4/.^. New extender! version 2 witii nver eiglitv different forms including; 
PFRS0\4l, OR(;.\\ISKR Time Manager. raleiKlar. to \'»\ CV .Schedule, lols of Jillerem Pl.innois. AiWrcsscs. Id- 
lers Rereive(f aiiiJ Senl, Appoinimetirs Graph Fvaniple an.l rtit>re 

BfSINF.SS FORMS Invoice. P.-riv Cash. Salev Reoml Stock. Membership. Delivery, Telephone Message, Agenda 
and itiaov other h>rTns. 

HOliSFHOI n ORCAMSRR including House Loe. Insiir.mee. Rills Repairs, [decorations, Ciardeninc F-rce/er Diet, 
->ppll,tnces, Honti- Hiinlinsj, and Wine felhtr 



FTN*\CFS ORCANISRR Cheques, Monthly Biiilgi 
nd Fvpenditure Records 



lal Accounts, Credit, Shares and Unit Tnists. Ini 






Cnntpatttsle 'ciih I ocos I and : \4 si.?e tot ring hmiiing, PCW S2.S6. S.Si: and t),SI2, 
Money hack guarantee and ijtiiek despatch 
£19.95 inclusive C'm/iKi />,»./W,' l„ 

Disc Design (Dept. 8000). 1st Floor, Portico House, 
25 Bailgate, lincoln LNl c»AP 



FORMS BOX 





STOCKMARKET 

THE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKET is a program designed to help you plan your investments and keep a close and careful watch on their progress. It enables you to 
record full details of your purchases and sales of stocks, shares, unit trusts and other securities. Dividends can be recorded as they are received If 
required, cash balances in savings accounts can also be monitored as stocks are bought and sold. It also lets you record and plot prices of shares unit 
trusts, exchange rates, indexes etc. 

STOCKMARKET does not have to be used only with your real investments. We all see shares recommended in a newspaper or magazine that we 
w- "iT ^rxP-'Mf ^"' ^'^ '"°"'hs later if the price has gone up we wish that we had trusted our judgement. If the price has fallen we quietly forget it. 
With STOCKMARKET you can record details of as many shares folios as you want. These can include hypothetical folios of 'hot stocks' recovery 
shares, penny shares or whatever you choose. You can practise buying and selling shares and see how well you do! 

The program is easy to use and comes complete with a comprehensive manual and demonstration files including real price information going back 
several years for several shares (inc FT 30 index, British Telecom, Amstrad, Marks & Spencers) so that you can plot graphs straight away. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

* Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

* Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

* Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs. 

* Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as neces.sary. 

* Record dividend yields and price earnings ratios. 

* Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values. 

* Record tax credits (not CPC) and dividend payments. 

* List one year's information for the tax man (not CPC). 

* Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

* List your present folio, past transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

* Record values of share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

* Store up to 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices for 5 years). 

* List all the prices for each share. 

* Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

* Choose any period for moving averages. Plot them separetely or 
superimpose them on the price. 

* Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen. 

* Easy to read scales for prices and dates (not just week numbers). 

* Complete with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 
(inc FT 30, British Telecom) as a demonstration. 

* Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities. 



Comprehensive fifty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices 

AMSTRAD PC, PPC, IBM PC and compatibles £39-95 
AMSTRAD PCW £39-95 

l\/r 1? r> TT\T A IVT (AMSTRAD CPC (disc)' £29-95 

. Wl Jt; JtV. Jl mJ X /\. 1^ Prices are all inclusive worldwide . Send cheque or phone any day (including 



)®SGn5^©i?( 



weekends) from Sam to 9pm and quote credit card number for immediate 
delivery by first class post . 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 IHQ. Tel: 01-850 7057 
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■ Z88 




Z88 Import/Export, from C Port, allows 
easy exchange of files between any Amstrad 
PCW and the Z88. 

PipeDream text files can be converted for 
reading into LocoScript. 

A Printer server allows the Z88 to print onto 
the PCW's printer. 

The program is easy to use, and is complete 
with instructions and a connecting cable. 

Available now for £29.95, this utility is 
indispensable to those who use the PCW 
and the Z88. 

Requires a PCW8256, 8512 or 9512 with 
the CPS8256 serial interface add-on. 

software diffusion limited 

london iiouse. 266 fulliam road, london swlO 9el 

Tel: (01) 376 8038 Fa.x: (01) 376 5970 



UTILITIES PLUS 



EASY COPY programs and files from disc to disc. LOOK-UP search and display records witli liey 
words or ptirases. LABELS puis address lists onto sticky labels. NOTEPAD screen text editor writes 
direct to disc from CP/M. COLUMNS converts text files into 2, 4 or more columns. WORD sentence 
and character counter. FILE SORTER alphanumeric order and additional options. CALENDAR pro- 
gram for each and every year. KIND AND REPLACE text in files with wildcard options. MATRIX 
PRINTER SETUP commands include large print, hieh quality, underline, reset, page formats and 
many more. PRINTOUT files to printer. KEY CODES tester. ASCII CODES and GRAPHICS char- 
acters demo. MOON phases. DAY of week. NUMBER of days, and hours minutes seconds TIMER 
with beeper CP/M COMMANDS ■ lots of new commands 

Ove r sixty programs and commands for £24.9.") inclusive. PCW S2.'i6, S.S 1 2 and 95 1 2. 



Chcqiu's pii\ahlc to 

Disc Design (Dept. SOOO), Ist Floor, Portico House, 

25 Bailgate, Lincoln, LNl SAP 



UTILITIES PLUS 



AMSOFT 3" DISCS - £24.95 FOR 10 

DISC BOXES - TO HOLD 40 X 3 " DISCS 

ONLY £9.95 

8256/851 2 FABRIC RIBBONS - £2.99 EACH 

9512 RIBBONS - £2.75 EACH 

AMSTRAD PCW 9512 - £510 inc VAT 

AMSTRAD PCW 851 2 ■ £499 inc VAT 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256 - £389 inc VAT 



PCW Catalogue now available - contact us for details 

All our prices include VAT & 1st class post (UK only) 

Postage overseas ■ please apply for rates 

The price you see is ttie price you pay 

Order now from:- 



K&M COMPUTERS, 8P 

140 SANDY LANE CENTRE 

SKELIMERSDALE, LANGS, WN8 8LH. 

24 hours phone 0695 29046 



CORNIX SOFTWARE 



BUSINESS SOFTWARE MADE EASY 



SIMPLE ACCOUNTS II 

* COMPLETE BOOK KEEPING SYSTEM 

* RAPID ENTRY OF TRANSACTIONS 

* FULL AUDIT TRAIL 

* MONTHLY AND YTD TOTALS 

* FULL BANK/CASH RECONCILIATION 

* PART PAYMENTS CATERED FOR 

* FULL VAT ACCOUNTED FOR 

* IN DEPTH ANALYSIS FACILITIES 

* REQUIRES NO ACCOUNTS KNOWLEDGE 

* CREDITORS & DEBTORS REPORT 

* 100 PAGE RINGBOUND MANUAL 

* INDEFINITE FREE USER SUPPORT 

"EXCELLENT SIMPLE PACK- 
AGE" 

8000 PLUS JULY '89 

PC-E99.95 inc. Vat 



COST EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS 
TO BUSINESS PROBLEMS. 
INDEFINITE USER SUPPORT 

FREE OF CHARGE. 
PROGRAMS THAT ARE TRULY 
EASY TO USE. 



CONTACT US FOR A FREE 

EASY TO READ SPECIFICATION 

MANUAL ON ANY OF THESE PRODUCTS 



PROGRAMS ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN MS/DOS FORMAT. 



\ 



J 



JOB ESTIMATING 
AND 
PRODUCT COSTING 

* INVALUABLE FOR SMALL CONTRACTORS. 

• USE TO ACCURATELY WORKOUT 
HOW MUCH A JOB WILL COST TO DO 
HOW MUCH YOU WILL MAKE OR THE 
LOWEST PRICE YOU COULD DO IT FOR. 

PC-E79.95 inc. Vat (each) 



CARD INDEX 2.2 

* GENUINELY EASY TO USE 

* POWERFUL SEARCH & SORT 

* PRINTS MAILING LABELS 

PC-E34.95 inc . Vat 



Cornix Software ( sales ) Ltd. 40b Queen Street, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 9TS 

Tel; ( 0462 ) 422232 
Dealer enquiries welcome 



PAPERLESS 
PUBLISHING 



Each year, as technology 
marches relentlessly onward 
and hordes more writers 
discover the joys of 
automation and repetitive strain 
injury, the image of word 
processing grows friendlier — more 
commonplace. Even non- 
technophiles can play; even those 
organisations most mired in 
ancient tradition, the book 
publishers. I once moaned here 
about laggard publishers who 
despite your offer of perfect copy 
on disc would still insist on having 
the whole thing retyped at 
enormous expense by their palsied 
printers. This still happens, but 
nowhere near as universally. 

(However, do note that 
preparing clean print-outs of your 
stuff remains important. A 
publishing outfit which favours the 
IBM GrottyScript word processor 
will not be happy to get an 
unsolicited novel on a three-inch 
disc. These days I add "Available 
on disc in such-and-such formats" 
on MS covering sheets.) 

The point of disc submissions is 
only partly that publishers save 
money on "rekeying". Authors may 
or may not get a share of the 
resulting extra profits... but for a 
dedicated author, the great 
attraction is that your words should 
be printed as you wrote them. 

Of course, merely changing the 
format of your text for book pages 
or magazine columns might not be 
tfie end of It. Discreet corrections 
could be needed, where the 
sensitive, intelligent editor realises 
tliat you've cocked it up. 

In addition, there's the question 
of house style. This makes sense 
in two contexts. First, if an author Is 
just plain inconsistent about 
whether to write "World War 2" or 
"World War 11" — "realise" or 
"realize" — "no one" or "no-one" — 
then the publishers will quite 
reasonably get out their "style 
book" and standardise on their own 
preferred usage. Second, 
magazines routinely do the same 
to articles for the sake of coherent 
presentation. 

Horror stories 

So far, so good. The trouble arises 
when publishers mechanically 



impose their wretched style-book 
on prose which is consistent and 
correct, but doesn't conform to the 
"rules" scribbled by some bored 
editor in 1966. For example, at 
school we all learned to use double 
quotation marks for speech: "Hello" 
and not 'Hello'. Many publishers go 
through entire books substituting 
single quotes; on investigation you 
find that every editor you ask 
would prefer double ones, but "we 
have to change it because it's the 
house style". 

That's a minor annoyance. One 
outfit drove me to distraction by 
preferring the "ize" forms of verbs 
(OK by me) and as a result 
changing every use of "advertise" 
to "advertize" (wrong by either 
standard), and "laser" to "lazer". 
The same publisher refused to 
print the book's dedication because 
it would injure their lexical 
dignity: "To XXXX, who teached we 
to write good." 

Another — and let's name 
names, it was Practical Computing 
back when they ran occasional 
fiction — favoured me with the 
worst copy-editing job I've suffered 
in my life. It was a humorous story, 
and they passed it to a dour 
technical editor who carefully 
removed all the funny bits and 
rewrote the horrid abbreviations 
which his house style forbade. 
Thus I'd have someone saying 
"Can't fool you!" and It would come 
out as "Unable to fool you." 

But then I started submitting (by 
arrangement) on disc, and of 
course everything was perfect. Er, 
well, um. What is actually amazing 
is the discovery of how you can 
send perfect prose on disc and 
errors will be put in by eager copy 
editors. I still wake up screaming at 
the memory of my article on 
fantasy for a magazine whose 
editor couldn't spell Tolkien, and 
who carefully uncorrected each of 
my eighteen mentions of the guy. 

Then there's the mag for which 
I write monthly book reviews. 
Sometimes I dream of sneaking In 
and finding out what they do to the 
disc file to lose random letters here 
and there, just as though it had 
been retyped by hand. I suspect 
technology can't be blamed for 
their dismemberment of 




unfortunate US anthologist Beth 
Meacham, who was finally printed 
as Beth Full Stop New Paragraph 
Meacham. 

A weekly computer rag not a 
million miles from Bath suffered a 
severe lapse of its spellynge 
chequer when I sent (on IBM disc) 
an article which frequently 
mentioned the word "twilight". This 
came out, consistently, as 
"twighlight". 

After all this bitchiness, you're 
doubtless expecting me to finish by 
belabouring 8000 Plus. 
Unfortunately for lovers of 
bloodshed, they're pretty good, 
apart from a tendency since issue 
30 to lose my italic marks. 

Confession time 

I must admit that when recently 
confronted with a novel safely 
stored on disc, I didn't do too 
brilliantly myself. This awesome 
mastenwork was my and John 
Grant's horror-novel spoof Guts!, of 
which it has been said, by my wife. 



"Yuk!" Mr Grant and I had drafted it 
on word processors; alas, he'd 
used his 8256 while I'd been trying 
WordPerfect on an IBM clone. 
(There were complicated reasons 
for this. No hate mail, please.) 

We thus had a book whose 
chapters were in different formats 
on different-sized discs. 
Fortunately, I'd been tinkering with 
a program to convert LocoScript 
files to other formats while avoiding 
the ASCII route which loses all the 
itallc/bold/underline markers. 
Guts! became a huge and revolting 
guinea pig for this software. 

After the revisions were made 
and the book was printed out, I 
found a slight problem whereby (for 
reasons which almost made sense) 
every dash in the novel had 
vanished in transit. During my long 
afternoon of checking early drafts 
and Inserting all the lost dashes.by 
hand, I was mortified to think of 
you lot chuckling, "Har har, serves 
him right for straying from the one 
true way of LocoScript." ■ 

August 89 8000 PLUS 57 



Desktop Publishing Accessory Discs 



HD1 CLIPS & FONTS £1 2.50 (NB*") 

12 Versatile fonts plus 60 clip art illustrations 

HD2 DESKTOP MAGIC £1 2.50 (NB*) 

100's of clip art graphics including, Dogs, 
Cats, Cars, Buildings, Advertising Aids and 
many more, plus the amazing border maker, 
90 graphics for trims and borders, 

(NB* HD 1&2 are for Stop Press and 
Newsdesk International only) 
HD3 "IMAGE KIT" £12.50 

44 Selected larger graphics, from Spitfires to 
Butterflies, from Cannons to Steam Trains, 
HD4 "PbSTER KIT" £12.50 

Larger cut and paste lettering in four styles 
inc. Olde English outline. 
CLIP PACK. A selection of 280 
graphics from HD 1 & 2 and formatted for 
The Desktop Publisher £12.50 




LETTER PACK14 Cut and paste headline 

fonts formatted for the Desktop Publisher 

only £9.50 



(WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR FREE INFO SHEETS) 
HD DESIGN 

3 ROUNDTHORN WAY, GOLDSWORTH PARK, 
WOKING, SURREY. GU21 SQN. TELEPHONE: 04867 81394 



DATA - ACCESS 



Printer Ribbon Re-Inking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-inked by the experts and save 

£££'s. 

Our guarantee - send your used FABRIC printer ribbon plus payment 

and we will have it in the post and on its way back to you within 48 

hours of arrival on our premises 

Biacic - Brown - Orange - Blue - Green - Red - Purple 
ribbons all re-inked in original colour 

Trial Offer only £1 .30 per ribbon (send as many as you wish, we will 

even pay postage both ways!) 

Send ribbon(s) plus payment to:- Data - Access (Dept 8+) FREEPOST, 

LLANELLI, DYFED. SA15 1ZZ (no Stamp required) 

» Ribbon re-inkers to Educational & Local Authorities« 
(Special prices 1" Industrial - Commercial ribbons) 

(77 Penylan Road - Llanelli - Dyfed SA 15 UG) 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

"Interesting solution interesting pnce" says 8000 Plus 



The new Com-Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter of a square 
metre of floor space. Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
friendly. The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high, 41 cm wide 
and beautifully finished in 
durable red, white or black 
lacquer, the unit comes to 
you as a flat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 



THE PRICE: £35.00 

PLUS VAT E5.25 and P&P £4.70 
TOTAL £44,95 

TO ORDER: 

Post your cheque for £38.19 
together witfi your name and address 
and choice of. colour: red white or black to 



COM-STAX LTD, FREEPOST, LONDON, SW5 OBR 
Tel: 01.244 8292 

Please allow 28 days lot delivery The Com-Stax is a Copyright design Patent applied lor 
61 Chandos Place London WC2N 4HG 




please quote YA 




HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED 

23 Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke RG21 1 LG (sooo) 

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT 



Personal 
Organiser 
Stationery 

85gsm 
E7.95 

for 250 sheets 



Cleaning Products 

3" Disk Cleaning Kit £4.95 
PCW8 Printhead Cleaning 

Ribbon £6.95 

PCW9 Printhead Cleaning 

Ribbon £6.95 



Stationery . . . Stationery . 

9.5" X 11 " eogsm Micro-Perf all edges 
True A4 70gsm Micro-Perf all edges 
True A4 90gsm Micro-Perf all edges 
True A4 lOOgsm Micro-Perf all edges 
(coloured - Cream, Blue, Grey or White) 


. . Stationery . . . 

500 1,000 

£9.50 

£8.50 £12.95 

£9.75 £14.95 

£16.95 £31.95 


2,000 
£15.95 
£22.95 
£27.95 





1,000 


2,000 


4,000 


Labels 3.5" x 1 .5" (1 across) 


£5.25 


£9.50 


£17.95 


Labels 3.5" x 1 .5" (2 across) 


£5.75 


£10.50 


£19.95 


Labels 4.0" x 1 .5" (1 across) 


£5.75 


£10.50 


£19.95 


Labels 4.0" x 1 .5" (2 across) 


£6.75 


£11.95 


£22.95 


Labels 2.75" x 1 .5" (3 across) 


£4.75 


£8.50 


£15.95 



Amsoft 3" disks (uncased): One £2.85; Five £13.50; Ten £25.95 
Maxell 3" disks (cased): One £2.85; Five £13.50; Ten £25.95 



Printer Ribbons . 


■ ■ 


PCW 851 2/8256 Fabric 


£3.25 


PCW 851 2/8256 Carbon 


£3.95 


PCW 851 2/8256 Colours* 


£4.95 


PCW 951 2 Fabric 


£2.95 


PCW 951 2 Carbon 


£2.95 


PCW 951 2 Colours** 


£4.95 


PCW 951 2 Print Wheels 


£5.95 



Dust Covers . . . 

PCW 8256/851 2 3pceSet £9.50 

PCW 95 12 3pceSet £9.50 

Seal and Type Keyboard Cover 
PCW8/PCW9 £10.95 



Credit Card Hotline 
(0256) 463507 

Faxline 
(0256) 841018 






BARCLAVCARD 



'Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Purple, Orange. "Red, Blue, Green, Brown 



Orders under £8 in value carry a small order charge of £2 



LISTINGS PLUS 



"i^'i til* df'i ' '"J W^A I 



he PCW protects important data and 
* pivots into tlie Gauss Metliodiilii 



Also this month we begin 

The Learning Curve. 

Can you do it better than 

the manual? 



CODER/DECODER 

by Ian Andrews 



Password protection methods such as 
the type ottered with C/PM (have a 
look at the SET and INITDIR 
commands in the manual) are all well 
and good. A standard word processor such as 
LocoScript or Pretext, however, will not 
recognise passwords and will allow any Tom, 
Dick or Hacker to view the file, which rather 
defeats the object. 



Ian Andrews has come up with a fairly 
simple system whereby the PCW's method of 
'seeing' letters as numbers is manipulated to the 
user's advantage. Each character entered at the 
PCW keyboard, be it the letter A or a space, is 
represented in the computer as a numeric Ascii 
code (Ascii actually means American Standard 
Codes for Information Interchange). For 
example the word "Ask" would be understood 
by the PCW as the group of numbers 65 115 
107. You can see how this works by typing: 
PRINT CHR$(65)+CHR$(115)+CHR$(107). 

The PCW never sees a letter, it only sees 
these codes. The Coder program quite simply 
supplies the computer with false information. It 
achieves this by means of randomly produced 
numbers. What you do is to supply an input file 
saved in Ascii form. Next you give an output 
filename. These two can be the same; in fact for 
rock solid security they should be. 

The interesting part comes when you are 
asked to supply a number - any number just 
pick one. This has a dual role: 

Firstly it acts as password protection. You 



can choose whichever number most appeals, 
be it 0.323 or 23424324 (or even 0). This 
number will also be used when it comes to de- 
coding the file. So, any dubious sort trying to 
hack into your file will have their work cut out, 
due to the fact that they have an infinite set of 
possible choices. 

Secondly, it is the seed number for the 
whole encoding process. The Coder program 
does not use the true Ascii code for the letters 
(and spaces); A=65 for example, which make 
up your file. Instead it takes your password, or 
pass-number, and produces random numbers 
using, unsuprisingly, the RANDOMIZE function. 
It then tells the PCW to replace your original 
codes with their random equivalent; 65 might 
become 38 which is the Ascii representation 
of &. This garbage is read into the new file and 
voila! utter rubbish until you come to decode it. 

All this is carried out in a clear manner using 
a simple idea. It is also very effective indeed. 
You might like to encode a file using the 
program and then decode it without that benefit. 
All in all a most impressive piece of work. 




odinj/Decodtng lo.ead please woit 
Jnished...,.Uerify the Cod ir.9/&cod!n9? (V/N) 

lop Secret 

For your eyes only. . . . 

It has Gone lo the attention of the Grftnd CoutsrU 
he Most Renered Beise Hoflslers (Ilford Chapel) thnt one Toby 
enneth Person has been seen with his (or her) Udste inshnio at 
ast , 

This cannot be allotted lo continue! Will all weMbers plea 
nsure that the aFornentionsd Toby Kenneth Person is finde aware 
iis error. 

Lodge Henbers, Grand Pouches, Friends of the exercise wne 
ie haye our honour to defend snd our supply of sawdust (supplied 
irolis by Brother Sinon) to hold onto! So oppearances dust be kep 
inndshakes kept down, sideuoMS and firn, 

Once yo« hove read this note please destroy or code it el 
.hould Fall into the hands oF our enenies! 
Lores Live the Lodge 



Before and after. If anyone can decode ttiis manually we would be most impressed. 



10 REM *CODER By Ian Andrews. <& a little help from Chris Robertson)* 

20 REM ♦**SET UP*** 

30 CLEAR; cls$=CHR$<27)+"E" : of f $=CHR$ <27 ) +" f ' ; on$=CHR$ <27> +"e" ! 

31 PRINT cls$; PRINT offS.-DIM Hne$<500) 

40 INPUT "input file name to read f rom" ; progS 

50 IF FIND$<pros$)="" THEN PRINT prog$;" Not found": GOTO 40 

60 INPUT "input file name to write to" ; proglS 

70 INPUT "input code number" ; codenum 

-80 RANDOMIZE (codenum) 



2344 
0842 
1796 
1302 
172A 
1C2C 
182E 
14B9 
0B9B 



L 
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ADVANTAGE 

• PRICES INCLUDE VAT & FIRST CLASS POSTAGE 

• YOUR ORDER WILL BE PROCESSED WITHIN 24 HOURS 

• WE GIVE A REFUND IF YOU ARE NOT SATISFIED 



V 



LOW LOW PRICES 

ALL INCLUDING VAT AND FIRST CLASS POSTAGE IN EC COUNTRIES, 
These discs contain a variety of software which has been 
tried and tested on PCW computers. Each includes easy 
start-up programs and instructions 



WORD-SPREAD-BASES 



VDE TEXT EDITOR - £5.95 A powerful Wordstar-like editor 
with full block operations, windowing, automatic horizontal 
scroll (line length up to 255 characters), macro functions, 
word-wrap and formatting, pagination find/replace, pagination, 
undelete and many user options. 
SPREADSHEET - £5.95 For home accounts, mortgage 
repayments, business transactions, workspace of 60 rows by 
26 columns, menu-driven command entry, enter text, numeric 
value or calculation Print facility, 

DATABASE - £5.95 A Small relational database for storing data 
and producing reports. Uses free formal query language with 
Macros and commands plus on-line help. Also contains a useful 
Inventory Database. 

KEYBASE It - £5.95 fvlenu-dhven database originally released 
commercially Shareware version limited to 15 fields and 128 
records out of 32000. More than enough to set up a simple 
database. "Keybase is well designed, simple to use and it works. 
Particularly well-suited for cataloguing collections" - 8000 plus. 



HOME AND BUSINESS 



PCW DESKMASTER - 5.95 Desk-top appointments calendar, 
calculator, memo-writer, card-file database, label printer, 
home accounts program, mortgage calculator, weather 
forecaster plus Unerase for PCW M drive. 
COMMUNICATIONS - £5.95 for data transfer between 
computers (local and remote), access to databases, bulletin 
boards. Viewdata, Prestel. UK Modem?, New Kermit. MEX 
and various communications utilities. 
VIDEO CLERK - £5.95 Keep track of your video collection. 
With four Sort options and Forms Management System for 
printing out the data in order of title number. Video number, 
global alphabetical or unique. 

FIXED ASSETS LOG - £5.95 Record your assets and their 
value eg record how much money you spend on your 
computer or the value of a stamp collection etc. It can also be 
used as a simple stock-taking program. 
PCW GRAPHICS - £5.95 PCW-DRAW is a simple graphics 
drawing program - Riot lines, points, boxes, four fill patterns, 
BIO-MORPH - fascinating graphic demonstration ot natural 
selection. README - program to display any ASCII text file in 
45 character formal on the PCW screen. 
STD CODEBOOK - £5.95 Text files containing lists of all the 
UK STD codes and corresponding exchange names. Listed in 
numeric order of STD codes and alphabetical order of exchanges 



LETAFONT - £5.95 Instead of using the same bohng old font 
on your PCW. here's a wide variety of fonts from old English 
through to modern, italic and chunky, to army and data set. 
See the fonts ON SCREEN before pnnting them. You can 
also alter any of the 1 6 fonts provided using the LETA-EDIT 
program - design your own character set! 



COMPLEAT UTILITIES- £5.95 NSWP Newsweep - one key 
erase, copy rename and print plus many other features. 
SUPERZAP Disc sector editor, DISKITA disc formatter, offers 
178K datafosmat and 5 1/4" second drive formatting. MAKE, 
CLEANUP, LOOKAT UNERASE, DIRECTORY CHECK, 
SCREEN DUMP FILE SPLITTER. PASSWORD 
PROTECTION, FILE SCRAMBLER. 
TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES - £5.95 Phnt file (eg 
Spreadsheet) SIDEWAYS. ALPHABETIC SORT WORD 
COUNT, WSCLEAN, CALENDAR GENERATOR, SPELLING 
CHECKER, SCORING CARD Generator. BANNER Printers. 
TYPEWRITER EMULATOR, 

DISC ORGANISATION -£5.95 CATALOGUE your discs. LU 
LIBRARY UTILITIES for archiving, MENU SYSTEM, FILE 
DATING system * SQUEEZE and UNSQUEEZE. 



PROGRAMMING 



TMt ZoU PROOiRAMMcR - £5.95 A complete ZoO 

Assembler which can convert an assembler file into a fully 
executable machine code. COM program. Includes Z80 
Disassembler, Z80 Debugger, Z80 Library. 8080 
Disassembler, Z80 to 8080 Translator and associated utilities. 
THE C PROGRAMMER - £5,95 C for yourself what C 
programming is like, A practical and useable version of C 
which produces executable COM programs. The disc 
includes source code and 25K of documentation, 
C TOOLBOX - £5.95 See some practical examples of C at 
work with this disc full of C source code examples. Each 
program is accompanied by the corresponding executable 
COM programs. 

6PR0L0G - 80 £5.95 This public domain interpreter offers a 
fascinating introduction to the world of Artificial Intelligence. 
JRT-PASCAL (2 discs) £10.95 A completely operational 
Pascal compiler with comprehensive documentation and 
sample programs. 



PROGRAMS FOR PLEASURE 



uAMcb LtUMrcNUiUM - td.iiio A popular selection ot the 
best games for CP/M, Pacman, Snake, Chess, Othello, 
Mastermind, Spellit, Awari, Life, Golf. Polish Pong, Maze, 
Biorhythms, Word Search Puzzle Maker. TicTacTo, 
ADVENTURES - £5.95 The famous Colossal Cave 
Adventure which originated on main frame computers now 
available on the PCW, Features game save and re-load Plus 
BESTIARY and RETURN TO ARG, 
AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS - £5.95 29 games for 
Mallard BASIC; Startrek, Lunar Lander, Merchant. Trade, 
Boggle, Baseball, Horse Racing, Civil War, Craps, Baccarat, 
Hunt the Wumpus, Chase, Swarms Quest, Blackjack, Square. 
American Football, Queen, Crazy - 8, Hangman 1-3. Spies, 
Nim, Dots, Dragrace, Pilot, Strobe, Three-D Noughts & 



Crosses and Homonyms. 

FOUR ADVENTURE GAMES - £5.95 Four Cult games from 

Nemesis, Challenging and entertaining; The Tnal of Arnold 

Blackwood, Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else, The Wise And 

Fool of Arnold Blackwood, Brawn Free, 

TRIVIA QUIZ - £5.95 Multi-choice game with graphics and 

sound, competitive sconng and plenty of questions. 

Gameplay is easy to understand and each round is short 

enough to maintain interest Hundreds of questions, 

"Guaranteed completely trivial" - 8000 Plus, 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



MIX t/ LUMPILcn t33.95 

Hundreds of satisfied users agree tfiat tfris is the best floating 
point C compiler for tfie PCW, Thte package includes a 
comprefiensive manual and tutorial- 

MIX SPLIT SCREEN TEXT EDITOR £19.96 

Wordstar - similar functions for editing source code. 

MIX ASM UTILITY for integrating MASM80 £1 0.95 

MIX TUTORIAL EXAMPLES Save your typing! £5.95 

MIX GRAPHICS LIBRARY with full source code £10.95 

"THE WORKS' including all the above items £59.95 

NEVADA COBOL One step compile & run Fast commercial 
business programming on your PCW. With manual ...-£33.95 
NEVADA PASCAL Sequential/indexed tile I/O One Step 
compile & run with trace style debugging and manual 

• SPECIAL OFFER -WHILE STOCKS LAST - £15.95 
NEVADA FORTRAN ANSI X3.9 1966 Fortran IV Generates 
object code modules - jusl compile & run. With fvlanual, 

■ SPECIAL OFFER WHILE STOCKS LAST ■ £15.95 • 

HISOFT C Compiler with graphics library £44.95 

HISOFT PASCAL 80 Extensive implementation £44.95 

HISOFT FORTH with GSX graphics £19.95 

FTL MODULA 2 A powerful new language £49,96 

FTL Advanced Programmers Toolkit £34,95 

HISOFT DEVPAC V2 Assembly language tool £44,95 

Hi SOFT KNIFE PLUS Disc Editor & File Recovery .,,£19.95 
Serial Interface & Parallel Printer Port Unit £49.95 



ADVANTAGE 

• COMPUTERS • SOFTWARE • TRAINING • SUPPORT* 

We accept Sterling cheques, Eurocheques, Postal Orders, 

Access and Visa Non-EC countries please add £3 per order 
ADVANTAGE - by post - 56 BATH ROAD CHELTENHAM GL53 7HJ 
- by telephone - 0242 224340 or 0242 224848 

COME AND VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM 



///// ///// 
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it's about time someone brought out a music processor for the PCW..." (8000 Plus) It's here at last 

The music notation program for the PCW. 

up to 99 staves. 
Up to 20-note chords. 
9 Octave pitch range. 
Comprehensive beaming and flagging, 
Ar.y pumber-tupiets.* 
Seven dsfs (two in Pocket version). 
Full control of note and stave spacing.* 
Text and standard music symbols. 
'Cut and paste' music. 
Print the score and the parts. 
Transposition.* 
(Features marked * aren't in the Pocl<et version) 

Available in two versions: The Composer's Pen (Full) £65.00 + VAT 

The Composer's Pe n (Pocket) ...■£25.00 + vat 
Composit Software A demo version is also available for £5.00 ■"• ^■■■^ 
1 Leasowe Green, Lightmoor ^^^^^^ P^/^We fO Co/npos/f Son^m C^J ^H^ 
Telford, Shropshire TF4 3BR Please specify PCW 8256/8512 or PCW 9512 when ordering 




29 Wells Tower 
Rodney Close 
Ladywood 
Birmingham B16 8RU 



Tel: 021-456 1967 



LISTINGS PLUS 



90 REM *«*READING FROM "PROGS"*** 

100 OPEN "I" , 1, pragS 

110 WHILE NOT E0F<1) 

120 linenum%=linenuin%+l 

130 LINE INPUT #1 , lineS <1 lnenum%) 

140 VEND 

150 CLOSE 1 

160 REM ««*CODING/DCODING "PROGS". 



WRITING TO "PROGIS"*** 



0D19 
071C 
092B 
0B8E 
lOlC 
03F5 
0451 
19DD 



170 PRINT clsS: PRINT "Coding/Decoding "progS" please wait" 

180 OPEN "O", l.proglS 

190 WHILE num%<linenum% 

200 num%=num%+l 

210 FOR length%=l TO LEN<line$ <nuni%) ) 

220 cade%=ASC<MIDS<line$<num%> , length%) ) 

230 rnuin=<RND<l)*10) ;oade%=code% BQV < <-245) +RNUM) 

240 newlineS=newline$+CHRS <CQde%) : NEXT 



1BF4 
079F 
0C66 
06ED 
1045 
126C 
1538 
1220 



250 PRINT #l,newline$ 




09A7 


260 n6wllneS="" 




0659 


270 WEND 




0400 


280 CLOSE 1 




045C 


290 PRINT "Finished Verify the Coding/Dcoding? 


<Y/N)" 


IBFl 


300 aS=UPPERS<INKEY$) 




082F 


301 IF aS="Y" THEN 310 




0802 


302 IF a$<>"N" THEN GOTO 300 ELSE PRINT onS : END 




1678, 


310 PRINT onS; DISPLAY proglS 




0DD2 


[■■■■■■■■■■■■■■^■^^^^^^^^^■■^^^■I^^H 



THE LEARNING 



Many readers have written in to tell us that they would like to enter 
the world of Basic but they feel put oft by its seemingly complex 
nature. Here at 8000 Plus we don't take these things lightly, 
remembering as we do our first attempts at the art. Consequently we 
have decided to annexe this section of Listings and turn It over to 
those of our readers who are taking their first steps on the journey to 
programming pleasure. 

We intend this to be a continuous series. So if you have any 
questions, the answers to which will not only help you but other 



people too, you should send them In, (the address is shown below). 
Don't worry if you think this makes you sound like a beginner, you 
are and so are thousands of others. 

We would also like to hear from people with short (five lines 
maximum) examples of Basic commands or functions. No payments 
for these but why not see if you can illustrate the possibilities of 
Basic better than the manual? The address to send your Ideas or 
examples into is: The Learning Curve, Listings Plus, 8000 Plus, 4 
Queens St., BA11EJ. 




FOR our first example we will deal with the 

engine room of Basic; the loop. There are two 

recognised types: 

1) The FOR....NEXT loop. 

2)TheWHILE..WENDIoop. 

In essence both perform a similar function. They 

force a program to carry out a command, or set of 

commands, as many times as you require. FOR..NE)(T 

uses a counter to control the loop. WHILE... WEND 

continues until some condition is met. This month we 

will examine the FOR...NEXT version with this simple 

example: 

10FORcount% = 0TO5 

20 PRINT "Hello World" 

30 NEXT count% 

40 PRINT "Finished" 



This loop consists of three sections which can be 
described as follows: 

1) Line 10: Set the loop length to S. This means 
that any command(s) within the loop will be 
carried out five times only The variable count% 
keeps track of the number of times the loop has 
been executed. 

2) LINE 20: Print "Hello World!" on the screen. Do this 
once then move to line 30. 

3) LINE 30: Check to see how many times the 
command has been carried out since the loop started. 
If it's gone through less than five times one is added 
to count%. So if "Hello World!" has been printed three 
times count% will have a value of three. The program 
then returns to the begining of the loop on line 10. 
Once the value of count% exceeds five, the program 



passes out of the loop and moves onto line 40 to 
print "Finished". 

Of course loops can get more complex; they can 
be 'nested'(one loop inside another). Here are a few 
things to try, but add them one at a time to see 
what they do: 

21 PRINT count% 
Now try this: 

22 FOR C0unt2 = 1 T0 1 .5 count 0.1 

23 PRINT "Now counting ";count2 
24NEXTcount2 

So, there we have it, a few things to try and the first of 
what should be an ongoing series, if you would like to 
see specific examples of Basic commands or 
functions illustrated in next month's issue or even the 
months following, write in! 
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AMSTAT* & 5TATMODE 

MODULAR STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS PACKAGES 



MARKETED BY 



S. C. COLEMAN LIMITED 



AMSTAT for PCW & CPC 



STATMODE for PC Compatibles 



AMSTAT 1/STATMODE 1 - means, St. devs., variance, skew, kurlosis, 1-sample, 2-sample, and paired t-tests, 
1-wav-AOV with single and mult, conf, intervals, 2-way-AOV, correlns, regression, histograms, scaliergrams, 
transformations, file store and retrieve, output to WP file, manual. Flexible variables and observations to a total 
of 500 ( + ) data points (12000 STATMODE). 

AfWISTAT 2/STATMODE 2-27 nonparamelric tests providing a "complete Sieget", Binomial, ChisquareO), 
Kolmogorov-Sm(rnov(2), Runs, McNemar, Sign, Wiicoxon, Walsfi. Randomisation(2), Fistier, Median 
(-t-extension), Mann -Whitney, Wald-Wolfowitz, Moses. Cochran. Friedman, Kruskal-Wallis, Contingency, 
Spearman, Kendall, Kendall partial. Concordance. 

AMSTAT 3/STATMODE 3: FORECASTING 

An array of business oriented mathematical and statistical 
software Linear and Polynomial regression. Trend and Seasonal 
Variation, Multiple Regression Analysis. Transformations, 
Exponential Smoothing. Adaptive Filtering. Graphic display, full 
printout, manual suited to immediate use and for teaching. 
(Additional program for PC]. 

AMSTAT 4/ STATMODE 4: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT - 
LINEAR PROGRAMMING MODULE 

General Purpose Linear programming + Specialised Transportation 
and assignment variants. Capable of analysing and solving 
problerns of sequencing, scheduling, blending and allocation ol 
scarce resources. 40 Page manual, 18 worked examples. 




4] 



UWI ?1 



UARI II 
AMSTAT 6/STATMODE 6: SFANOVA 

Up to 8-way analysis ot variance for equal cell sizes. Unequal cell 
sizes on 1-way AOV. Maximum of 2000 data points (300 on 
unexpanded CP/M 2.2, 4000 on PC). Input from ASCII Files, 
Output to screen or text file with full AOV table + mam and 
interaction means and Neuman-Keuts on main effects. Manual. 
(Disc only). 

AMSTAT 7/STATMODE 7: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT II - 
STOCK AND PRODUCTION ANALYSIS 

Calculation of economic order quantities for both single and 
multiple items. Dynamic programming to calculate optimum 
production schedules for single items and consolidation of several 
results into a multiple schedule. Also Pareto and Lorenz analysis. 
Output to screen or printer. Includes operational manual with 
worked examples. 



The programs have applications in researcft of all kinds, education, sales, production planning, v/ork and 
method study, financial planning, personnel, social work etc 

"/ will certainly be using them myself in the future and no reviewer can offer a warmer 
recommendation than that." Dr. Peter Morris. Amstrad Professional Computing, May 1987. 



Price List CPC 

AMSTAT! £25.95 

AMSTAT2 £39.9B 

AMSTAT3 £25.95 

AMSTAT4 £25.95 

AMSTAT6 £2595 

AMSTAT7 £25.95 



ANY 2 - 15% DISCOUNT 
ANY 4 - 20% DISCOUNT 
Please enquire for 
Educational quantity discounts. 



PCW 

£27.95 

£39.95 

£27.95 

£27.95 

£27.95 

£27.95 



PC 

STATMODE! 

STATM0DE2 

STATM0DE3 

STATM0DE4 

STATMODE 6 

STATM0DE7 



£39.85 
£39.95 
£38.95 
£39.95 
£38.95 
£39.85 



^^^ ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST 
vS< I AND PACKAGING IN THE 



CHEQUES AND P.O.S TO: 

5. C. COLEMAN LTD. 

33 LEICESTER ROAD. ASHBY DE-LA-ZOUCH 
LEICESTERSHIRE. LE6 50A 



TEL: 0530 415919 
U K BUT EXCLUDE VAT. 24 Hour Answerphone. Technical enquiries after 6.00pm 

AMSTAT Is a trademark of AMSTRAD PLC and is used under licence 



MEW jLt^iS, MIEW IVilAf lEMAL 
Complement 3 

is now available, more fonts 
and, this time, clip-art from 

MkEaad Knf as well as digitized 
photographs. 




BBilliil 



Desi g ns — 



Also 



Es,?idly Now 



Three graphic art discs for 

MuKiPuxal*scgE jC, with a Fonts 
disc ready from September 1st. 

All previous material is still available, SAEfor lists. All discs are £12.50. 

m, Tlhs S;fcru:lbl::Bii3iLj, .i[OiRS;?(Q)M', MadA, KM2i ilJL. 
Or telephone Tim on 0603 890195 (24hr Answerphone.) 



Classic Software 



PRhSENI 



ONLY 



£9.99 



ifWASiOH 

For the Amstrad 8256/8512 

• Mutating Invaders 

• Homing Bombs 

• Stunning Graphics 

• 100% Machine Code 



Cheque or PC made payable to: Classic Software 
12 Manor Drive. Stewklev, Leishton Buzzard. Beds LU7 OJE 
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A to Z Computer Services 



49 Heath Road, Twickenham, 
Middlesex, TWl 4AZ 



All prices include VAT 
& 1st class delivery 



^^^ Mon-Sat10-6 ^^ 
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LOCOFILE 



8256/8512 
Locofile 9512. 
Locomail 2 



£24.95 



Locoscript II + Locospell £29.95 

Locofont 1 £17.95 

Locofont2 £12.95 



£9.95 



DUST COVERS 

8256/8512/9512 

Anti-static, water proof, 

creamy colour. Cover set for Monitor, 

Keyboard & Printer 



MISCELLANEOUS 

Amstrad 3" Storage Box {10 CAPO) £5.95 

Lockable Storage Box (20 CAPC) £7.95 

Lockable Storage Box (40 CAPC) £9.95 

3" Disc Drive Head Cleaning Kit £8.95 

PCW Joystick Interface £14.50 

Quickshot llJoystick £6.95 

Quickshot II Turbo £11.95 

Speed King Microswitch £10,95 

Parallel/Serial Interface PCW8256/8512 £57.95 

Printer Cable D25-CEN36 £7.96 

Printer Cable CEN36-CEN36 £9.95 

Mouse Pad (Ttiick Rubber) £5.95 



All Branded & 
1 00% certified 



£20.95 

per 10 



3" DISC 

Maxell CF2 

(£62.50 per 30) 
Maxell CF2 (individually 

cased) £22.95(10)... £68. 50(30) 

AmSOft CF2 £23.95 £69.00 

Maxell CF2D (Double sided Double Density 

For PCW 8512 & 9512) £27.95 £83.50 

(3 1/2", 5 1/4" DS/DD, DS/HD P.O.A.) 



9512 CARBON RIBBONS 
Black MultistrJke 



Highest Quality Guaranteed 
at Good Prices ...£2.75 (3-I-) 
£2.65(10-f) 



£2.85 

each 



1+ 3+ 

9512 Black Fabric £3.75 £3.50 

9512 Blue, Brown, Red, Green £4.95 £4.50 

8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike £3.75 £3.50 

8256/8512 Black Fabric £3.45 £3.00 

8256/8512 Red. Blue. Green £4,95 £4.50 



Computer Products for PC Compatible, 
Amstrad CPC, Atari, Amiga also Available. 



TEducation, Govt Authority Official Orders Welcome ! (Min £50)1 

I Prices are for mail order only and are subject to change without notice, (pro CLMOK) j 



APPLICATION 

Master Scan t Paint £69 96 

Crash Course Tutor (lansyst) £22,95 

Two Finger Conversion £22 95 

Touch 'n' Go £26 95 

EasyLabeller £32,95 

Camsoft Integrated Accounts £105,95 

Compact Accounts Plus £173,95 

Map Integrated Accounts , £103 95 

Desk Top Publisher £24,95 

Sage Popular Accounts £69 95 



Mini Office Professional Plus 




GAMES 

iMindfighter £18,50 

Catch 23 £16,95 

Armageddon Man £16,95 

Ingiid'sBack £12 95 

Clock Chess '89 £16,95 

Bridge Player 2000 with Tutor £12 50 
Heathrow/Southern Belle,, £13,95 

Cyrus Chess II £12 95 

Fairlight II £16,96 

Batman £12,96 

Head Over Heals £12,95 

Matchday II £12,95 

Scrabble £16,95 

Hitchhikers Guide £18 50 

Tomahawk £16,95 

Knight Ore £21 50 

Steve Davis Snooker £12 50 

Stnke Force Harrier £17,95 

Jinxter £21,50 



Sage Popular Accounts PI 

Sage Payroll 

Sage Invoicing 

Sage Accounts Plus 

Sage Popular Retrieve 

Chit Chat 

Cracker II (Turbo) 
Fleet Street Editor Plus , 
Supercalc II (Amsoft) . 



3D Clock Chess £12 95 

Trivial Pursuits £18,50 

Guild ot Thieves £21.50 

Pawn £21 50 

Staiglider £21 50 

Tetris £15 50 

Time&Magik £1195 

Ski Climb + Caverns Collection £12 95 
Hop, Munch Shoot Collection, £f2 95 
Classic Games 4 Compilation £.1 5 75 

Ace Flight Simulator £14,50 

Brian Clough's Foolbdll Fortunes£14 95 
Frank Bruno's Boxing £14 95 

Lancelot £i 7 95 

Fish £21 50 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos £24 95 

GG, Test Cricket .£17 95 

Classic Invaders, , £12 95 

Tank Attack £12,95 

Corruption £21,60 



EDUCATIONAL 



Magic IVIaths (age 4-8) 
Maths Mama (age 8-12) 
Better Maths (age 12-16) 
Better Spelling (age 9-14) 



Physics 1 (age 12-16) 
Biology 1 (age 12-16) 
Chemistry 1 (age 12-16) 



£11.95 
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GAUSSIAN 
EQUATION 
SOLVER 

By P Whelerton 



After our forays into tfie delighits of Mandlebrot 
and Vne new fasfiionability of maths, Listings 
Plus presents a metfiod to solve simultaneous 
equations using tfie Gaussian Metfiod witti 
Partial Pivotting. 

Gauss made his presence felt in many areas 
of mathematics, from the study of probabilities 
to magnetic field theory. This latter interest 
resulted in a method of de-magnetising ships as 
a defence against mines. In the minds of many 
people Gauss was to numbers what Mozart 
was to music. 

Simultaneous equations are those things 
about which school children talk with blase 
contempt. You need two equations, for example: 
12x + 2y=24 and 54x - 3y=6. As you can see 
each of these has two unknowns, x and y. You 
need to discover what the unknown (or 
imaginary) factors represent. Beware though, 
some equations, for example 3x+2y=5 & 
6x+4y=10 have so many possible solutions for 
x and y that no definite one will be found. IVIr 



Whelerton's program will throw up an error 
message if this occurs. 

The program is designed to solve two 
equations containing two unknowns. The two 
points which will be of interest are: 

1 ) the pivot which is the highest value for x 

2) the multiplier which is the resuft of dividing 
the other value of x by the pivot. 

The pivot is then multiplied by, you guessed 
it, the multiplier. The result of this is added into 
the equation which held the lowest value of x in 
order to produce the final equation. 

The program work as follows: 
You are asked to provide the two equations 
followed by the number of decimal places you 
wish to see in the workings-out and also in the 
answer itself. A checking process is then carried 
out in order to see whether the equations have 
infinite solutions or none at all. 



Following the input of these details the 
program defines the pivot and the multiplier 
and using the results to produce the final 
solving equation. 

With a bit of tweaking this method, also 
known as Gaussian Elimination, can be made to 
solve many more than the two equations which 
Mr Whelerton has set it up for. Aside from being 
a useful program for helping the kids with 
homework, Mr Whelerton's program 
demonstrates just how clearly a complex 
algororithm can be presented. 

Breaking each step down into a subroutine 
and calling them in turn using a series of 
GOSUBS allows the action of the program to be 
easily understood. During development each 
section coud be programmed and debugged 
independently, making the process easier: worth 
studying for that fact alone. 





GflUSSEflN METHOD UITH PflRTIflL PIUOTTING 






PiyOT/MULT 1 


EGURTIONS 




ECiUN NUMBER 






0.3529 




12.0000 X + G3.0000 « = 


8.0000 


1) 




piuol 




-34.0000 X + 21.0000 <j = 


7.0000 


2) 








1 

1 
1 


70.4118 y = 


10.4706 


3) = 1) + 2)x 


0.3529 






y = 


0.1 










Substituting into 2 gives . 
X = 


-0.1 







Before your very eyes. A long-cJead Austrian genius solves two equations in one. 



'10 


REM *«******«« PROGRAM CORE *««***«**#*** 


0E54 


20 


e$=CHR$ (27 ) : cl$=e$+" E" +e$+" H" 


093F 


30 


DEF FNatS <X, Y) =E$+" Y" -t-CHR$ <X-t-32 ) +CHR$ <Y+32 > 


1001 


40 


DIM a<3,3) , decs$<3) : 


07C0 


50 


GOSUB 140:GOSUB 70; GOSUB 230: GOSUB 320; GOSUB 400; END 


iA96 
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60 REM ********** HOW MANY DECIMAL PLACES TO USE ********* 1697 

70 PRINT - 0484 

80 INPUT "Decimal places to show during the calculation " , decplcalc% 2490 
-&0 IF decplcalc%>6 THEN PRINT "ERROR; Number is too high"; PRINT; GOTO 70 2492 

100 PRINT: INPUT "How many decimal places in the answer ? " ; decplans% 22D0 

110 calcaccS = "###." + STRINGS <decplcalc%, "#" ) 0F51 

120 ansaccS = "###," + STRINGS <decplans%, "#") : RETURN 152A 



130 


REM ********** ENTER COEFFICIENTS OF X & Y *********** 


158E 


140 


FOR f = 1 TO 2 


068E 


150 


PRINT clS; 


063B 


160 


PRINT "INPUT THE COEFFICIENTS OF THE VARIABLES X AND Y ON ROV" ; f 


2362 


170 


GOSUB 570 


054D 


180 


PRINT FNatS<6,0);; INPUT "Please enter coefficient of x ";a<f,l) 


1EF8 


190 


PRINT: INPUT "Please enter coefficient of y ";a<f,2) 


1C18 


200 


PRINT: INPUT "Please enter answer to equation ";a<f,3) 


1E82 


210 


descS<f )=STR$<f )-H")" : NEXT f; RETURN 


1204 
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63 8000 PLUS Augusts 





^, 



is now available for a /I Amstrad PCW models. 

It Is designed to allow anyone to examine.copy and recover Information from 
damaged or corrupted discs. Alttiough ToolKit Is a full-function disc editor, 
you don't need to be an expert to use it! The manual too is comprehensive 
but straightforward, and includes features such as a "First Aid" section for 
quick answers in an emergency. 

PCW-ToolKit costs just £24.95 

How much is YOUR data worth ? 



MFU fof PCW6256 and PCwa5i2 E49.95 

Universal Multi-Format Utility. Allows the PCW to emulate other CP/M formats, 
analyse discs, transfer files from other systems and much more, 

2in1 (or PCWB256 and PCW8bl2 £49.95 

Transfer files to and from IBIM-PCs on disc, format PC discs on the PCW 



5.25' Disc Drives for PCW8256 and PCW9512 
for PCW8512 



E139.95 
E159.95 



All prices INCLUDE VAT. and Postage to U.K. and BFPO addresses. 
Please write or ptione for our catalogue: overseas enquiries welcome. 



MOONSTONE 

computing 



Strathclyde Business Centre 
Clyde Street 
CLYDEBANK G81 IFF 
041 941 - 3120 



i 



BE YOUR OWN TAROT EXPERT 
WITH 

THK TAROT PROGRAM 

• Cards can be shuffled or specific cards can be selected. 

• Cards selected are positioned in the Celtic cross spread. 

• Each card and each position of the Celtic cross interpreted. 

• Impressive output to printer, over 5 pages of interpretation 
for each spread. Provision for entering clients name & date. 

• Facility to edit the interpretation and create your own files. 

For use with PCW8256, PCW8512 or PCW9512 

£24.99 (INCLUDING P&P) 

Send Cheques/P.O's Made payable to K.F. Heywood 

10 St. Johns Road, Yeovil 
Somerset, BA21 5NG 
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PLEASE SPECIFY MODEL OF COMPUTER 




USER DEFINED DATABASE 

As Used by Local Authorities All Over The Country 

Up to 1000 characiers per record. Ideal for large comments or small fields. 

100 fields per screen, placed anywhere and moved at will with no loss of data. 

Limitless number of files, screens, reports/documenls. Screens built on-line. 

All fields validated when data entered using simple attributes on fields. 

User friendly, informing the user of mistakes and corrective action needed. 

[-ots of printed utilities with screen layouts, report/document layouts, lists of 

existing screens and documents detailing associated statistics. 

Powerful report/document generator. Create long database reports, or simple 

letters automatically as data is entered, mergeing data and other documents and 

using standard search patterns. 

Understandable, comprehensive and no-nonsense user manual. 

So llexible and powerful yet so easy to use and fast too. the machine does the 

work and not the user, as should be the case. 



Send for details or £23.95 for speedy delivcrii io: 

Seniorsure 

Dept (SUDD), 24 Langton Close 
Hucclecote, Gloucester. GL3 3AZ. 



For;- All 
PCW 



W^^RLDWIDE 



SOFTH//1RE 



1 Bridge Street 
Galashiels 
TD1 1SW 



Tel 

0896 

57004 

(24 hrs) 



Tel 


106AChilwellRoad 


0602 


Beeston 


252113 


Nottingham 


(24 hrs) 


NG9 1ES 



All Prices Include VAT. 
1st Class Postage and Packing is FREE in the U.K. 



AMX Mouse/Stop Press £69.95 

Stop Press Software Only £31.95 

AMX Mouse/Desktop Publisher £58.95 

Masterpack (Masterpaint + Masterscan) ,.£58.95 

Desktop Publisher £19.50 

Mini Office Professional Plus £33.00 

Mint Office Upgrade Spellctieck/Thesaurus.. £15,00 

Hi Soft C £38.95 

Hi Soft Knife Plus £14.95 

Hi Soft Pascal £38.95 

Locoscnpt II + Locospell £32.95 

Locofile £28.95 

Masterfile 8000 £32.95 

Money Manager Plus £28,95 

Plan It £16,95 

Pocket Pretext £26,95 

Prospell £21,95 

Sage Payslips (1000) £38.95 

Sage Invoices (1000) £44.95 

Sage Statements (1000) £38.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus (Accts + lnv)...£102.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £71,95 

Sage Popular Invoicing £51.95 

Sage Popular Payroll £51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Programmable Joystick Interface £24.95 

Cheetah Joystick £6.95 



10 X CF2 Amsoft/Maxell Disk £23,95 

Bridge Player 2000 £11,95 

Classic Collection £11,20 

Classic Games 4 £14,95 

Classic Invaders £10,95 

Clock Chess 88 £1 1 ,95 

Clock Chess 89 £13,95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £11.95 

Colossus Chess 4 £11.95 

Fish £18.50 

Scrabble £14.95 

Matchday II £11.20 

Professional Adventure Writer £21.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13.50 

Time and Magik (3 Adventures) £11.20 

Tomahawk (Helicopter Simulator) £14.95 

Trivial Pursuit £14,95 

Educational 

Animal Vegetable Mineral £12.99 

Better Maths (12-16 Yrs) £12.99 

Better Spelling (9-14 Yrs) £12.99 

Biology (12-16 Yrs) £12,99 

Chemistry (12-16 Yrs) £12.99 

Magic Maths (4-8 Yrs) £12.99 

Maths Mania (8-12 Yrs) £12.99 

Physics 1 (12-16 Yrs) £12.99 

World Wise £12.99 




Please make Cheques and Postal Orders 

Payable to 

Worldwide Software 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Ptione or Mail 




1^ PRIh 

1 FABRIC 

1 DMP 

1 DIvlP 

1 PCW 

1 PCW 

1 CITIZEN 

1 EPSON 

1 EPSON 

1 NEC 

1 STAR 

1 MANY M 
jlSGROV 


JTER RIBBO 

.BLACK.PRICE F 

2000/3000. 

4000 

8256/8512. 

9512 

120D 


NS 

=ER3 

£8.00 

,..£13.00 
,,.£12.00 

£9.00 

...£12.00 

£8.00 

...£10.00 
...£13.00 
...£11.00 

5 IN STOC 
Inclutde V 
DMPUTE 
PLACE, 
EPHONE 

UBJECT n 


DISKS 

51/4 DS48TP1 25%OFF £800 




3" CF2 MAXELL 10% OFF £22 00 


MISCELLANEOUS 

3- HEAD GLEANING KIT £5 00 

PARALLEL PRINTER LEAD, £9 00 
T-SWITCH, CENTRONICS,.. £20 00 
CENT/CENT PLUG LEAD .... £12 00 

,K. PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS 
A.T Carriage FREE 
:R IMAGES 

ELTHAM, LONDON, SE9 5PU 
: 01-850 3883 

3 AVAILABILITY, E&EO 




LX80 

FX80/100.. 

P2200 

LC10 

ORE RIBBON 

All Price; 

C 

E MARKET 

TEL 

GOODS S 





MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN! 



Yes making money with your Amstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is. if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in the 
country, including YOU. can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E. to: 



HOME BASED 
BUSINESS 

31, PILTON PLACE (8+7) 

KING AND QUEEN STREET, 

WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 




LISTINGS PLUS 



220 


REM ********* PRINT OUT INITIAL 2 EQUATIONS ************ 


18CC 


230 


PRINT CL$: PRINT" GAUSSEAN METHOD WITH PARTIAL PIVOTTING" 


20BA 


240 


PRINT FNat$<7,0);" PIVOT/MULT 1 EQUATIONS"; TAB (62) ; " EQUN NUMBER" 


21D5 


250 


GOSUB 570; PRINT TAB<13);"I" 


0F6B 


260 


IF ABS<a<l,l)) <= ABS<a(2,l)) THEN pivot = 2 ELSE pivot = 1 


1838 


270 


other = 3-pivot: GOSUB 520 


ODBA 


280 


multiplier = -a (other , 1 ) /a (pivot , 1 ) 


1377 


290 


FOR f=l TO 2; GOSUB 450: PRINT TAB ( 13) ; " 1 " : NEXT f 


16CD 


300 


GOSUB 570: PRINT TAB(13);"I": RETURN 


148A 


^j^HgUggllglj^lgggllljgl^^l^^gg^jgg^^^ffg^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



310 


REM ******** CALCULATE AND PRINT THE THIRD ROW ********** 


1940 


320 


a (3, 2)=a(other, 2) + mult ipl ier*a (pi vot , 2 > 


130B 


330 


a(3, 3)=a (other, 3) + mult ipl ier*a (pi vot , 3 ) 


131D 


340 


desc$(3) = "3) =" +STR$ (other )+" ) +" +STRS (pi vot ) +" > x" 


13B0 


350 


PRINT TAB(13);"I "; TAB (25+decplcalc%) ; USING calcaccS ; a (3 , 2 ) 


; IBAF 


360 


PRINT " y = "; USING calcaccS ; a (3 , 3 ) ; 


0FD8 


361 


PRINT TAB(59);" ";desc$(3)i 


0D7B 


370 


PRINT USING calcaccS; multiplier: PRINT TAB(13);"I" 


1E35 


380 


GOSUB 570: RETURN 


0A28 


Lines 320 and 330 produce the x and y values for use in the solving equation. Once obtained these values are added into the array which has been set up to take 


hree values for three equations. 



390 REM ******** CALCULATE & PRINT OUT FINAL SOLUTIONS «****«« IBBl 

400 y = a(3, 3)/a(3,2) : x = (a(pivot,3) - a(pivot,2) * y> / a(pivot,l> 19D5 

410 PRINT: PRINT TAB (30+2*decplcalc%) ; " y = "; USING ansaccSiy: PRINT IFEA 

420 PRINT TAB(15) ; "Substituting into" ; pi vot ; " gives ....": PRINT 20C7 

430 PRINT TAB(30+2*decplcalc%) ; "x = "; USING ansacc$;x: RETURN 1 D36 



440 REM ******** PRINT OUT EQUN NUMBER 'F' »*i 
450 IF f = pivot THEN PRINT "Pivot="f; ELSE PI 

460 PRINT TAB(13);"I "; USING calcaccS ; a (f , 1 ); : 
470 IF a(f,2)< THEN PRINT ;"- "; ELSE PRINT 
480 PRINT USING calcaccS ; ABS (a (f , 2 )) ; 
490 PRINT " y = "; USING calcaccS ; (a (f , 3 )) ; 
500 PRINT TAB(59);" ";desc$(f): RETURN 



******* 














146B 


NT USING 


ca 


Icacc 


s 


rau 


Iti 


pli 


er ; 

2981 


PRINT " X 




It . 

1 










17B6 


I* 4. •! . 

^ 1 














12FD 
11 DA 
lOlD 
11E7 



510 REM •»*»*•*» CHECK EQUNS CAN BE SOLVED «*******«»*.* 

520 check = a (other , 1) /a (pivot , 1 ) 

530 IF <a(other,2)/a(pivot,2) <> check) THEN RETURN 

540 GOSUB 570: PRINT"Equatlons are inconsistant or have infinite solutions' 

550 GOSUB 570: END 

560 REM *** PRINT LINE OF UNDERSCORES ***** 
570 PRINT STRINGS (79, "-") ; RETURN 



1468 
0EB2 
173A 
29DB 
0764 
13DB 
0F8C 
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Getting Below the Surface 



Last month we published Suiiace.bas, a program by Mr M A Baldwin. Following this 
we received a number of amendments from that same gentleman. Although the 
program as printed will work, the additions will add to its charms and provide even 
more pleasure. The points to note are as follows: 

1) The variable st does stand for Step but will not provide the area to be magnified. 
To achieve this you will need to alter the parameters of the loops in lines 90 and 
100. What St does is to alter the frequency with which the lines are drawn within 
the area selected by the loops. 

2) The POKE 441 ,0 in line 80 gets rid of the ok prompt. To get it back you will need 
to POKE 441 ,79. 



3) Mr Baldwin suggests a number of functions which might produce some 
interesting images. The four listed below are just a selection of those possible: 
LOG(SQR(x*x+y*y)) 

-SIN(x*y) 

SIN(x*y) 

-SIN(SQR(x*x+y*y)x'y)) 

4) The lower illustration on page 61 is in fact the image of the function SIN(x*y) and is 
not achieved merely by altering the variables ed, ax and az. Many thanks again to 
Mr Baldwin for his program and apologies for our errors. 



65 8000 PLUS August 89 





Scale the serried slopes of software skills and 
stand supreme In sight of sage solutions 



Yes, on<»» again our seers ami mago® <»9«MbiMe therir srcahe skills to this, your very own 
PCW 0rimoire, fmMt^ cov<» to m^tm wRh m^a to he^> you overcome leprechauns in 
tocoScript, pixtos hi PttAmA ami hot^bllns in Hatchetts {isn't that the pub next door? 
Yes, htm (tki that s^ tn hem?) 

If you kmm how to cas* out any lltMe devils then setidf yi»ir magic to Tipoffs, 4 Queen 
Stre^ Bath, BA1 iS4. SeMwm ttiough, you aright Rnol a tall dark handsome postman 
t>rlnging ywt OHxmf. This month ttie rewards 90 to ^hn Eggeting for his tip on altering 
key repeat rates and to filatcolm Ruthven fm his LocoMaii calculator. 



r?TT^rtin'W»iw«»s.*sM«»«*»»^aw«W<w«>< 



Filing system 



Helping hands 



n 



Jetsam users know just 
how easy it is to find their 
programs falling over with 
the dreaded Inconsistent 

files error message. 

Recovering anything from the 

resulting debacle is difficult. There 

are several things you can do to 

avoid this situation when developing 

programs using the Jetsam 

functions. 

Disable the [STOP] key with 

the instruction OPTION RUN at 

the beginning of your program 

to prevent the program terminating 

at any point except where you 

want it to. 

Use RESULT = CONSOLIDATE 

(filenumber) function in the program 

whenever a record is changed; don't 

wait until later. 

Protect against errors in your 

programming with an error 

trapping routine: 

10 OPTION RUN 

20 ON ERROR GOTO 1000 

1000 CLOSE (filenumber) 

1010 ON ERROR GOTO 

The last line tells Basic to generate 

whatever error message is 

appropriate, rather than you having 

to type PRINT ERR, ERL to find 

out what it is. 

James Campbell 

Gillingham 

Dorset 

66 8000 PLUS August 89 
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When a key is held down it 
will normally start to repeat 
after 0.6 of a second and 
the character will then 
begin to appear on the screen at 
intervals of 0.04 of a second (quite 
fast). All of this is perfectly 
acceptable for the able-bodied, but 
for those whose hands are slow for 
one reason or another 0.6 of a 
second isn't long enough to get their 
fingers off the keys. 

The key repeat rate defaults 
can be changed permanently using 
SID (or any monitor program). In the 
examples given the rate has been 
changed to allow five seconds before 
the key repeats and five seconds 
between each subsequent repeat. 

The key repeat rate is normally a 
very low number (02 in Hex) and the 
time until repeat much higher (either 
1 E or 1 F Hex) as can be seen from 
the screen shots. There are four 
screen shots, one version of the 
CP/M operating system (the EMS 
file) and three versions of 
LocoScript. 

It may be that you have a version 
not shown here. In CP/lVl and 
LocoScript 1 the sequence of bytes 
you're looking for should be 21 02 
1 E and it will only occur once, so 
finding it shouldn't be a problem. 
In LocoScript 2 this isn't the case 
so this tip is only useful for 



;P/M 3 SID - version 3,0 
lEXT MSZE PC END 
AlOO BlOO 0100 D2FF 
Iisl283 
1E83 ai 

1284 02 FF 

1285 IE FF 
128G CD . 
Bujl4cpM3.eMS 



a>sid j2031oco.ens 

CP/M 3 - version 3,0 

NEXT MSZE PC END 

A180 BlOO 0100 D2FF 

»s58FE 

S8FE OE 

58FF 02 FF 

5900 ES . 

lts59BC 

S9BC OE 

59BD IF FF 

59BE 3E . 

#wJ203lDco,ens 



fl>sid j201oco.ens 

CP/M 3 SID - version 3.0 

NEXT MSZE PC END 

AlOO BlOO 0100 D2FF 

I*s9f43 

9F43 21 

9F44 02 FF 

9F45 IE FF 

9F4G CD . , 

ttuJ201oco , ens 



a/sia jdibiDco .ens 

CP/M 3 - version 3.0 

NEXT MSZE PC END 

AlOO BlOO 0100 D2rF 

ttsSADF 

5ADF OE 

5AE0 02 FF 

5AE1 E5 . 

tts5B9D 

5B9D OE 

SB9E IF FF 

5B9F 3E . 

KuJ2161oco.ens 



These four are the only versions of CPM and 
LocoScript for which we have slow l(ey pokes 



versions 2.03 and 2.16. 

For anyone suffering from 
reduced manual dexterity providing 
more time to get their fingers off the 
keys could make their PCW 
considerably easier to use. 
John Eggeling 
Todmorden 
Lanes 

Strucl( by lightning 







A few correspondents 
have had some problems 
with Lightning Basic, 
some of the answers 
deserve wider dissemination. 

8000 Plus suggested that nearly 
all COM programs would work with 
the RUN command, which is a 
shade optimistic. The most frequent 
problem is the sequence 42, 1, 
(decimal) in the COM file code (like 
the Hisoft editor ED80). These can 
easily be replaced with 33, 3, 252 
and the programs will then work. 
Use the command #ml to load the 
COM file into memory, #zf to find 
the offending string; change the 
values using POKE and then save 
the altered COM file with #ms 
(memory save). 

Although the manual mentions 
it, it's worth noting that if you copy 
LIGHT2 onto a different disc you 
will need GPRINTDAT and 
STRING.DAT on the same disc. 
LIGHTS needs NSPTOG.DAT 

Lines such as OPEN 
"r",#1,good.dat will produce errors 
since the hash sign gets changed 
to LEB; leave it out, it is 
superfluous. 
Geoffrey Childs 
Glos 

Put it tliere 

SFor some time now I have 
been trying to convert a 
series of programs 
published for the CPC464 
machine. They are all eminently 
practical and, in the main, the Basic 
lines of the CPC match without any 
trouble those of the PCW. Two 
problems, however, have brought 
me to a state of extreme frustration. 
If I may quote: 

110 FOR J=1 TO NM:LOCATE 
(6+5*J),1 :PRINT M$(J);:NEXT 
The 'experts' at Amstrad's technical 
department tell me that the above 
line contains a 'locate' routine! 
Gosh! Why did I not see that?! 
Again, if I may quote: 

1320 PRINT #8 etc. 

In a nutshell: how can I change the 
CPC LOCATE function to a PCW 
function which would allow me to 
print headings (say months a la 
spreadsheet) across the page? And 
how do I save these details to disc? 
David Morris y~~~- 

Maidenhead i'-'''^ 




520ST-FM SUPER PACK 




The Atari Super Pack is ideal (or you if you want to get off to a flying start 
with the best in entertainment software. The Pack includes a 520ST-FM 
with '/^Mb RAM, a buiit-in 1Ub disk drive, over £450 of top games and a 
joystick. If you buy the Super Pack at Silica Shop, we will add our own ST 
^rter Kit (worth over £200), Free Of Charge. Return the coupon for details. 




INCLUDING VAT 



1Mb DISK DRIVE 
£450 OF SOFTWARE 

ARCADE GAMES 

Artcanoid II Imagine £19.95 

Beyond The Ice Palace Elite £19.95 

Black Lamp Firebird £19.95 

Buggy Boy Elite £19.95 

Chopper X Masterlroriic £9.99 

Ikari Warriors Elite £14.95 

Marble Madneii Electronic Arts £24.95 

Quadrallen Logotron £19.95 

Ranarama Hewson Consultants £19.95 

Return To Genesis Firebird £19.95 

Roadware Melbourne House £19.95 

Starxiuake Mandarin £19.95 

Test Drive Electronic Arts £24.95 

Thrust Firebird £9.95 

Thundercats Elite £19.95 

WIzball Ocean £19.95 

Xenon Melbourne House £19.95 

Zynaps Hewson Consultants £19.99 

SPORTS SIMULATIONS 

Eddie Edwards Super Ski Elite £19.95 

Seconds Out Tynesoft £19.95 

Summer Olympiad '88 Tynesoft £19.95 

PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE 

Organiser Triangle Publistiing £49.95 

JOYSTICK 

Atari CX40 Joystick Atari Cor p £4.99 

FREE ATARI BUNDLE VALUE:£458.97 



With SM124 mono monitor: £498 K? With SC1224 colour monitor: £698 tSl? 



1040ST-FM PROFESSIONAL PACK 



HOW WITH TV MODULATOR 

For the serious home user and the small business, we are 
pleased to announce a new package based around the 
1040ST-FM. The 1040ST-FM has 1Mbyte RAM and a 
1Mbyte built-in disk drive. In addition, the 1040ST-FM 
now comes with a TV modulator built-in. (The previously 
available 1040ST-F was designed for use with a monitor 
only and did not come with a modulator) This modulator 
allows the 1040ST-F to be plugged directly into any 
domestic TV set, and comes complete with a lead to 
allow you to do so. The new 'Professional Pack' from 
Silica includes the new 1040ST-FM with modulator plus 
four high quality software packages including a spread- 
sheet, database, word processor and programming lang- 
uage. This 'Professional Pack' software will enable you to 
get straight down to business with your new computer. In 
addition to this software (worth £384.84). if you buy the 
Professional Pack from Silica Shop, you will also receive 
the Silica ST Starter Kit (worth over £200), Free Of 
Charge. Return the coupon for further information. 

£499 




INCLUDING VAT 



With SM124 mono monitor £598?: 



With SC1224 colour monitor: £798!; 



ATARI 1040ST-FM (Computer) £499.99 

VIP PROFESSIONAL (Spreadsheet) £149.95 

MICROSOFT WRITE (Word Processor) £149.95 
SUPERBASE PERSONAL (Datatiese) £59.95 
BASIC DISK a MANUAL (Language) £24.98 



NORMAL RRP: £884.82 

LESS DISCOUNT: -£385.82 



PROFESSIONAL PACK PRICE: £499.00 



2Mb S 4Mb MEGA ST 



The MEGA ST computers are styled as as lightweight keyboard with a separate CPU, 
connected by a coiled telephone style cable. There are two versions of the MEGA ST, 
one with 2Mbytes of RAM and the other with 4Mbytes. Each version has a 1Mbyte 
double sided disk dhve built-in to the CPU unit. The MEGA ST's do not come with 
modulator built-in and must therefore be used with a monitor. With every MEGA ST 
purchased, we will add the 'Professional Pack' software (worth £384.S3) detailed 



above, plus the Sil- 
ica ST Starter Kit 
(worth over £200) 
both Free Of Charge. 
Return the coupon 
for further details. 



2Mb MEGA ST 

£899 i;i? 

+ mono monitor=£998 
t colour monltor = £1198 



4Mb MEGA ST 

£1199i^^ 

+ mono monitor = £1298 
I- colour monitor = £1498 




DTP PageStream £149 



^VAT 
=£171,35 



Desktop PubliS>ing (DTP) is one of the fastest growing applications for personal 
compitters. We are pleased to announce a powerful low cost package for the Atari ST 
called PageStream. PageStream costs only £149 (+VAT=£171.35) and, tiecfluse it 
works with an Atari 1040ST and a Seikoaha SP-1B0AI printer, you can be up and 
funning with a complete system tor less than E1000. Some of the features of 
PageStream are listed to the right If you would like further intormation on ttiis 
program, complete and return the coupon t»tow, licking the 'DTP' box m the corner. 



* TEXT-FLOW AROUND GRAPHICS 

* ROTATION OF TEXT & GRAPHICS 
■ SLANT OR TWIST ANY OBJECT 

* POSTSCRIPT COMPATIBLE 

* TAG FUNCTION 

' AUTO/MANUAL KERNING & HYPHENATION 

* GROUPING OF OBJECTS 




ST COnVtPXJTERS 

The range of Atari ST computers offers something for everyone. From the games enthusiast 
who wants the challenge of the very t>est In arcade action, to the businessman who wants to 
make financial forecasts or faultless presentations. The ST offers high quality graphics, 
sound and speed for the gamer, whilst providing a fast, user friendly and affordable solution 
to business. The ST Is now firmly established in the home environment and boasts a wealth 
of users in education, local government, television, and a variety of different businesses. 
Software for the range stretches to cover applications as diverse as ENTERTAINMENT, 
ACCOUNTS, ART, COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN, DATABASES. 
DESKTOP PUBLISHING. EDUCATION, MUSIC, PROGRAMMING, SPREADSHEETS. WORD 
PROCESSING and more. For a full list of the software available, as well as details of the ST 

range, complete and return the coupon below. mi pncmcormlalttyetimeot going to press. EiOE 



520ST-FM EXPLORER PACK 

WITH BUILT-IN 1Mb DISK DRIVE 




The value for money offered by the Atari ST range is reflected in the Explorer Pack 
featuring the 520ST-FM computer with 612K RAM. The 520ST-FM computer now 
comes with a built-in 1 Mb double sided disk drive as well as a free mouse controller 
and a built-in TV modulator. The new 520ST-FM Explorer Pack includes the 520ST- 
FM computer, the arcade game Ranarama, a tutorial program and some useful 
desktop accessories. In addition, if you buy the Explorer Pack from Silica, we will 
give you the Silica ST Starter Kit worth over £200, FREE OF CHARGE. Return the 
coupon for details of our Starter Kit and of the full ST range. 




+ VAT= 



+ SM124 mono monitor; £398 'fS + SC1224 colour monitor: £598 1 



WHY SILICA SHOP? 



Before you decide when to buy your new Atari ST 
computer, we suggest you considBr very carefully WHERE 
you buy it. There are MANY companies who can offer 
you a computer, a few peripherals and the top ten selling 
titles. There are FEWER companies who can ofter a wide 
range o1 products tor your computer and expert advice 
and help when you need it. There is ONLY ONE 
company who can provide the largest range of Atari ST 
related products in the UK, a full time Atari ST specialist 
technical helpline and in-depth after sales support. Inc- 
luding free newsletters and brochures delivered to your 
door for as long as you require after you purchase your 
computer That one company is Silica Shop. We have 
been established in the home computer field for ten years 
with an annual turnover in excess of £S million and can 
now claim to meet our customers requirements with an 
accuracy and understanding which is second to none. 
But don't just take our word for it. Complete and return 
the coupon below tor our latest literature and begin to 
experience the Silica Shop specialist Atari service. 



SILICA STMtTEft KIT: Worth over £200, FREE 
with every Atari ST computer bought from Silica 
PROFESSIONAL /WCK; Free business software 
with 1040ST-FM and MEGA STs bought from Silica 
DEDICATED SenVICING: 7 full-time Atari trained 
staff with years of experience on Atari servicing. 
mf FUiU STOCK RANGE: All of your Atari 
requirements from one place 
AFTER SALES SU^ORT: The staff at Silica are 
dedicated to help you get the best from your ST. 
/?7£F CATALOGUES- Mailed direct to your home 
as soon as we print them, featuring offers as well 
as all of the new releases. 

FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: On all hardware 
orders shipped within the UK mainland. 
PRICE MATCH PROMISE: We will match comp- 
etitors on a same product same price' basis, 
FREE TECHNICAL HELPLINE- Full time team of 
Atari technical experts always at your service. 



FREE SILICA STARTER KIT 
WORTH OVER £200 

WITH EVERY ST - RETURN COUPON FOR DETAILS 

ALL PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE FREE UK DELIVERY, 



DO YOU OWN AN ATARI ST? 



If you already own an Atari ST computer and would like to be registered on our mailing list as an 
ST user, let us know We will be pleased to send you copies of our price lists and newsletters 
FREE OF CHARGE as they become available. Complete the coupon and return it to our Sidcup 
branch and begin experiencing a specialist ST service that is second to none. 



SILICA SHOP 



SIDCXJP (& IVEail Order) 01-308 1111 

1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road. Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9am - 5.30pm LATE NIGHT: FRIDAY 9am - 7pm 



LONDON 01-580 4000 

52 Tottenham Court Road. London, W1P OBA 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30am - 6.00pm LATE NIGHT: NONE 



LONDOrj 01-629 1234 ext 3914 

Selfridges (1st floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 
^ OPEN: MON-SAT 9am - 6.00pm LATE NIGHT: THURSDAY 9am - Bpm ^ 



' To: Silica Shop Ltd, Depi NCE 06 89 , 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

PLEASE SEND FREE LITERATURE ON THE ATARI ST 



Mr/Mrs/Ms: Initials; 



Address: 



Surname: 




Postcode: 



Depl Plus 808 89 



Do you already own a computer 
If so, wtiich one do you own? 



DTPD. 




-TIPOFFS 



8000 PLUS Convening listings from other 
computers can prove frustrating if you don't 
fully understand what the original is doing, 
and what your own machine can do. The 
cursor on the PCWcan be positioned using 
one of the ubiquitous escape sequences 
printed to the screen: in this case ESC Y 
row column where ESC is the number 27, 
Y is the character that represents the 
number 89 (decimal) and row and column 
are variables showing where you want the 
cursor to go (decimal or not as you please). 
This can be put into a print statement in a 
variety of ways. For example: 
PRINT chr${27}+ "Y"+row+column 
Rows and columns are counted from the 
top left hand corner and the actual row 
and column numbers need 32 added to 
them for the Escape sequence to work. 
We can now put our positioning sequence 
into a function statement to make it easy 
to use. thus: 

FNIocate$(r,c)=CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$(ri-3 
2)*CHR$(y+32) 

Now you can use this as a new command: 
PRINT FNIocate(r,c) or 
PRINTFNIocate$(4,12) 
As for printing to a file it really depends on 
the kind of file (you can have sequential 
files, random access files or keyed files in 
Mallard). Assuming a simple sequential file: 
OPEN T,1,filename.typ 
PRINT if1,FNIocate$(r,c) 
Remember in general terms the thing to do 
is to find out what the code is actually doing 
ans then alter it. 



Spinning heads 

^^3H In order not to show myself 
V&aji up, I've been waiting to see 
^^rJ if tfiere was anybody else 
^^^ who doesn't know (ie is as 
thick as me), how to get the head 
cleaning disc to rotate for 30 
seconds. Could anybody tell me 
how to 'engage the drive head for 
approx. 30 seconds'. Is it possible to 
step the head across the disc so 
that the same part of the cleaning 
area is not used every time? 
Mr Neville E Downes 
Taunton 
Somerset 

8000 PLUS Put the cleaning disc into the 
drive and attempt to log onto it. From 
LocoScript 2 just press [17] (for Disc 
Change). Under CPIMjust do a DIP. Both of 
these techniques will produce an error 
message but that won't matter The head 
will be sent to the centre of the disc and 
back out again several times as the PCW 
attempts to log on to it. 

What will matter is cleaning the heads 
too often which can score them. An early 
attempt in the 8000 Plus office to clean a 
disc head resulted in installing a new drive. 
On my own machine, now aged three and 
used every day I've never cleaned the 
heads. Unless you're getting a lot of read 
and write errors (on all discs) there is no 
reason for doing this. 



Additional material 



Q 



IVIany word processors 
have built in calculators 
these days and it can be 
surphsing how often you 
make use of them. This short 
routine makes use of LocoMail's 
mathematical functions (see thie 
tutorial on page 33) to provide a four 
function calculator. If kept on drive 
M, it takes only a moment to call 
up and use. 

To use it, simply type it in as it 
appears on the screenshot and use 
F (for Fill) from the disc manage- 
ment screen to make it work. 
Malcolm Ruthven 
London 



Dated database 

ilS^H If you use a database for 
Mj Bl names and addresses it 
^M I can be useful to store the 
^^^ postcode in such a way as 
to allow the records to be listed in 
'alphanumeric order' of the 
postcode. Then, if you should wish 
to visit a selected group of 
addresses (to collect people, 
deliver documents or whatever) the 
list can be printed in order of 
postcodes, thus automatically 
giving you the shortest route 
between addresses. Clever chaps, 
these postmen. 
Chris Shipp 
South Devon 



(liPBOGRftM /BUICKSUM.F Editing text. 
Main Piia LSI CR+O LP6 

fl=>lctions fg^Uyout f3=Stgle 



Printer idle. 




You can now add a four function calculator to LocoScript witti this simple LocoMail routine 



Raised print 



n 



A printer stand can 
save a great deal of 
space on your desk as 
well as allowing you to 
work more easily either 
continuous paper or cut sheet. 
Paper can be stored underneath 
the stand and in the case of th^e 
continuous paper it can be 
collected behind the stand when 
printing out long documents. 
The stand is made from a 
piece of melamine covered 
chipboard 12" wide and 1/2" 



thick. You need a piece about 18" 
long for the top and two pieces of 
about 6" long for the legs. These 
are attached to the top with 
standard chipboard corner 
connectors available from any 
hardware or DIY store. 

The frame on the back allows the 
continuous paper to be guided in 
and out of the printer without fouling 
and is made from 1/2" dowelling 
attached with small screws. It is 
important to predrill the dowelling to 
avoid splitting the wood. 
Donald Sawyer 
London 



This simple stand can be made 
from a variety of materials. I 
used 300 mm laminated 
chipboard but really anything 
handy will do. 




In use the stand is intended to 
be left far enough fon«ard on the 
your desk to allowthe paper to 
pile up behind it. Of course, if 
you aren't doing long runs you 
won't need to do this. 
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Advanced Menory SystensI 
launched a neu 



y SystensJ 
Desktop n 



Press (EXECUTE) or <CflNCEL> 



Jjllin: 



, e 
ling 



Systen, Called Stsp Press, it has and nuch nuch nore, Of course, as the 



been specially designed and written 
for the Anstrad PCRSSSS & 8512 
by lecnation. E^en although it 
uses sone of the original 
features of the BBC Ricro 
version it has been radically 
re-designed to nake operai™ 
very quick and easy, New , 
features include high resolution 
typefaces, kerning, autonatic text 
colunn production, autoflow of text 




nachine Stop Press runs on is a 

wordprocessor, ue have allowed 

you to load in LocoScript 

files which are Ibrnatted on 

the Page fully autonatically, 

The different; text styles 

available f^on LocoScript are 

processed by Stop Press, 

Henc e ItaJic, Bold, Underline, 

||^^^!1 and even our very own 

style can be used to enhance 



around graphics (like thisJ^ powerful your copy! Publish and be Danned, 



INSTy 

ARTM, 

ITEA 

Report fi'M L. DaLs 




Stop Press is suppli 
selection of reaflM f 



Stop Press files take up a lot of space on disc. It makes mucfi more sense to work from a B disc giving up to four times as much instant access. 



Picture this 



H 



The continual swapping of 
discs in Stop Press 
between clip-art and 
typeface discs can be a 
real pain but the solution for 851 2 
owners is simple. Just copy them 
all onto a high density disc in B. 
This provides a second advantage 
in that there is still 344k free on the 
disc - enough space for up to six 
full pages of Stop Press. 

To prepare your new disc, start 
with a formatted B disc and run PIP 
from your copy of the CP/M disc. 
When the * prompt comes up 
replace the CP/M disc with your 
typeface disc and type: 
b:=a:*.* 

You will now see a list of the files 
appear as they're copied. When 
all the files from the typeface 
disc have been copied turn the 
disc in A over and type [Alt]w- 
[RETURN]. This will cause the 
last command to be repeated and 
the clip-art files will be copied to 
the B disc. 

When this process finishes, 
simpiy press [RETURN] to exit 
from PIP. Now you can replace the 
disc in A with your Stop Press 
system disc and press 
[SHIFT][EXTRA][EXIT] to reset the 
PCW. Just change the drive 
selector from A to B to allow Stop 
Press to use the newly created disc 
in drive B. 
P F Moreau 
Sandbach 
Cheshire ~"^ 



n 



Toast tliis pop up 

One of the advantages of 
LocoFile is the speed with 
which it can pop up its data 
on screen - much faster 
than saving the current document 
and loading another one. 

Take advantage of this by 
creating a reference sheet as a 
small LocoFile database. For a pop- 
up character reference chart, create 
a card of width 40 and height 27 
with a margin of zero. You need only 
two items splitting the card in half 
but with a height of 26 (to leave 
room fortifies above). 

With this on drive M, it will 
always be available while you're 



working should you want to know 
the key combination for 'large 
slash'. It's the work of a moment to 
riin LocoFile and look it up. 

This idea can be extended to 
include a page or two of your most 
used telephone numbers. Even 
better, a single large record is ideal 
for making notes while you're 
working on another document. 
Derek Madge 
Exminster 

Blocl^liead 



@ 



I have two questions 
concerning LocoSchpt 2. 
Even if I create a 
document containing no 



TIPOFFS- 



text at all. after finishing edit, the 
Disc IVlanagement screen says 
DOC-NAIVIE.XXX 2K. This I cannot 
understand. I have never been 
able to create a document with 
size 1 K. Why? Is my PCW greedier 
than most? 

On very rare occasions, when 
booting up LocoScript. I have found 
that my PCW assumes it is an 
8256, wfiereas it is an 8512. When 
the Disc IVIanagement Screen 
appears, it rudely tells me my drive 
B isn't fitted. A minor problem. But 
why does it happen? 
Nathan Perrin (14) 
Fordingbridge 
Hants 

8000 PLUS The minimum size of any file 
on disc is determined by the blocl< size. 
A blocii is the minimum amount of 
information that the PCW can read or 
write to disc in one go and varies 
depending on the disc format. 

The block size depends on the number 
of bytes allocated in the directory to map 
the block locations on disc. On the PCW 
the block size on 180k discs is 1k. on 720k 
discs and the RAM disc 2k is the size used. 
If you copy a file with a few words in from 
MtoA the size will change from 2k to 
Ik. A complete discussion of disc and 
directory structure on the PCW needs an 
article. If enough readers write in and 
demand one I II do it 

As to losing the second drive on 
booting up: my PCW does that occasionally 
and so does one of the 8512s in the office. 
I would attribute this to a bug in the way the 
system checks the environment when it's 
first loaded - or perhaps poor connections 
on the ribbon cables (all this conjecture 
means that I don't really know). 

Reminder 



Q 



Backing up discs should 
be something you do on a 
regular basis, but if for 

some reason you 

only back up your data .^-^^* 



A: PROGRAM /GUIKLOOK.DAT 
Index: Record nunber 
fl=Actions fg=Index 



12k used 694k free 



LocoFile, 

Unique 
f3=Iten 



ecorc 
1 1 REQUIRED 



jg A: H: Cans 

Iten; None Col: 34/40 Line: 1/27 

f4=Print fS=Go to f6=Find f7=Extract f8=0ptions EXIT 



ADDRESS 



group c VK g: 
group 3 Ok s 



A: ADDRESS 1 f 
linbo files 

ADDRESS . 2k 



group 
group 
group 
aroup 

1 files 



Caps lock 

Numeral lock 

Indent tab 

End of page 

Greek 

Cyrrillic 

Synbol 

Return to normal 

Dash 

Open single quote 

Close single quote 

Double quote 

Open double quote 

Close double quote 

Vertical bar 

Multiply 

Tines 

Divide 

Decimal point 

Dagger 

Double slash 

large slash 



ALT + ENTER 
AL * RELAV 
AL + TAB 
AL + RETURN 
ALT + F3 
ALT + FS 
AL + F7 
AL + Fl 
AL + - 
AL + 6 

SH FT, ALT + 6 
SH FT + 2 
AL + 2 

SH FT, ALT + 2 
EXTRA + S 
SHIFT + 8 
SHIFT + X 
EXTRA + Z 
EXTRA + F STOP 
ALT + = 

SHIFT, ALT + = 
ALT + / 



d 6k free 6 files 

10k group 4 Ok 

14k group 5 Ok 

Ok group 6 Ok 

Ok group 7 Ok 



: SAMPLES 2 files 
linbo files 

LLSALES.DAT ' 
PFOINTS.DAT 



Save on stielf space, put tfiose manuals away. All ttie information you might want can be no more than a keypress away using LocoFile, 
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C=Create neu docunent E=Edit docunent 
fl^flctions fa=Disc f3=File f4=GrQup 



P=Print docunent D=Direct printing F=Fill M=Mer 
f5=Docunent f6=Settings f7=Disc change fS-Optio 



rive A: 39 6 83 . Drive B: empty Drive M: 

12k used 694k free 4 files Ok used Ok free O files 24k used 8k free 6 file 



ADDRESS 



A: ADDRESS 1 
linbo files 

ADDRESS . 2 



group 4 Ok 

group S Ok 

group 6 Ok 

group 7 Ok 



1 files AiPROGRAM 3 files H: 
es linbo files 



group 4 f 
9 linbo files 



TUTORIAL 
group 3 Ok 



4 files M: SAMPLES 



group 5 
group 6 <* 
group 7 



2 files 



PCH9512 .SSF 
PCH9Si2 .PRI 
2 hidden 



linbo files 

ALLSALES.DAT 7k 
APPOINTS.DAT 7k 



Naming your disc with the date on which you last backed it up can provide you with a permanent on-screen reminder to do it again soon. 



infrequently, it's a good idea to 
have some kind of a reminder. 

Using the LocoScript facility to 
name or rename a disc you can 
back up a working disc and then 
change the name of your working 
disc to the date of the backup. It 
will then appear on the disc 
management screen whenever you 
use the disc and make you feel 
guilty about leaving it so long 
between backups. 
G Jackson 
Manchester 

Looping the loop 



n 



The Amstrad PCWs are 
renowned for creating 
localised Radio 
Frequency (RF) 
Interference, which can make the 
nearby use of cordless phones or 
portable radios difficult. But, it may 
be possible to improve things. 

This involves going into high 
voltage areas of the PCW so if 
you don't feel confident take 
your monitor to a TV repair man 
(or other qualified engineer) and 
let him do the job. In any case, 
the PCW should have been 
left switched-off for sometime 
beforehand, preferably overnight. 

Remove the back of the 
monitor (6 screws, including 2 
holding the top and bottom of the 
Expansion Card). Looking into 
the back of the machine, locate 
the grey plastic can' near the 
right-hand corner, nearest you. It 
will have a thick black lead running 
up to a rubber cap on the back of 
the cathode ray tube. This lead 
should have a loop in it, secured 
by a cable tie. This loop may 
have been pulled tight. The nearer 
this lead is to a straight line, the 
more RF it will radiate. 

Taking care not to dislodge or 
touch the rubber cap, ease the 
black lead through the cable tie 
to make the loop as large as 
possible. Replace the back of 
your machine, and boot it up. With 
a bit of luck, the interference 
should be reduced. 
Graeme Aldous 
Saltburn 
Cleveland 



Newsweep 
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Now you've all got 
Newsweep (subscribers 
got it free on the 8000 
Plus collection and 
anyway, it's public domain so 
there's no excuse for not owning a 
copy), you can ditch memory 
hungry programs like DIR.COM 
and even PIP. Yes, Newsweep can 
be used to copy all those files to 
the M drive when you boot up as 
easily as PIP can. For example, 
here is a sample PROFILE. SUB 
file from my own discs; 
setdef m;"* [order = (sub, com) 
temporary = m:] 
nswp 
<w*.com 
<w*.sub 
<mm 
<fdir.doc 



As you can see all the Newsweep 
commands can be encoded as 
input lines. On entering Newsweep 
the first instruction is the 
equivalent of typing w for wild 
card tag, getting the prompt 
'Which files?' and replying *.com 
to tag all the COM files on the A 
disc. The next line tags the SUB 
files and the third one does a 
mass copy to drive M (m for 



mass copy and when prompted 
'copy to drive/user?' m for drive M). 

Note that it's important not to 
leave any spaces; the key strokes 
in the profile sub file must be 
exactly the same as they would 
be if Newsweep were running on 
the screen. So. now you can 
dispense with not only TYPE, DIR, 
ERASE, RENAME and SET but 
also SUBMIT, a total saving on disc 
space of more than 35k. 
Barry Etheridge 
Oxford 

Fading memory 



m 



Can you please answer a 
very basic question. If my 
PCW 851 2 has 51 2k of 
memory why do I have 
only 280-odd showing in Drive M as 
available? Where is the rest, and 
why, when I feed in fonts, 
locodictionary etc, do I have only a 
few k left for use? Surely the other 
drive (A/B) are disc memory, so 
don't count into the total. This never 
worried me till I bought LocoSpell. 
Looking forward to your 
enlightenment in due course. 
Tricia Tillln 
Exeter 
Devon 

8000 PLUS The 256k or 512k refer to the 
total amount ol RAM (Random Access 



SWEEP - Uersion 2.07 07/17/1984 

(c) Dave Rand, 1983, 1984 

Ednonton, Alberta 

)rive AO:????????.??? 36GK in 38 files. 
'. AO; ASCII .BAS 2K : 



. AO: BASIC 
3. AO: CON 



.BAS 2K 
.COM 28K 



340K free. 



3. AO: CON .COM 2K 

". AO: COUERl .BAS 2K 

. AO; C0UER2 .BAS 2K 

. AO; DIALUP .COM 42K 

(. AO: DIALUP .DAT lOK 

8. AO; DIALUP .OUR 44K 

9. AO: EMERG .BAS 2K 

10. AO; END . 2K 

11. AO: FLIP2 .COM 8K 

12. AO: FLIP8C .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPBC .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPSC .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPSC .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPSC .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPSC .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPSC .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPSC .COM GK 
12. AO; FLIPSC .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPSC .COM GK 
12. AO: FLIPSC .COM GK 



GK ; f Find what? neugrab 



29. AO; NEWGRAB .COM 2K 



Newsweep is the public domain utility that no-one should be without. It can replace a plethora ol files. 



Memory) fitted to the main circuit board in 
the computer and has nothing to do with 
the disc drives. 

Of this memory 144k is always taken up 
by the Operating System whether 
you're in CP'M or LocoScript. What's left 
over ispsed as a RAM drive, a kind ol 
pretenj disc drive. This is 112k on an 
8256 or 368k on a 8512 or 9512 

LocoScript 2 goes on to annex more 
of the M drive for printer files and other 
essentials which don't even show up on 
the disc management screen. If you then go 
on to load in dictionaries, fonts and 
so on then you are inevitably going to 
use up space. Personally I think that 
even though they run more slowly it 
makes sense to use a dictionary - which 
is used infrequently - from disc and 
keep the M drive clear for editing, which you 
do all the time. 

Tiiree wislies 

@l am the proud owner of a 
PCW 8256 with 512k of 
memory and a Pace 5.25" 
B disc drive and I have 
three questions. I would like to 
create another logical drive, drive C, 
but this does not seem possible. I 
tried using SETDEF A, B, C but this 
gives me BDOS function 17 Invalid 
Drive. Is there any other way I 
can do this? 

Is it possible to swap files 
between a BBC Master and my 
Amstrad using the 5.25" drive? 
Could you please do a feature on 
the Isenstein 51 2K ramdrive? 
Duncan Brown 
Woodborough 
Notts 

8000 PLUS You can't make another logical 
drive (this is a feature of single drive 
machines to make certain disc operations 
easier). What would you do with it anyway? 

The best way to transfer data from a 
BBC is via a cable: see the tipoff in issue 
31 page 70. 

A product (now no longer made) called 
Intergem came with software for this but I 
never managed to make it work. 

Feature on the 512k RAM drive next 
month - with luck and a following wind. 

Ticking off 



After connecting a 



rdSf CPS8256 parallel interface 



^WJ to my 951 2 (so that I could 
ii^''^ use a modem) I discovered 
that my LO3500 printer (plugged into 
the PCW's built-in parallel socket) 
would no longer work. I eventually 
discovered that since I had added 
the interface LocoScript, apparently 
under the delusion that my printer 
was now connected to the 
CPS8256, had ticked the parallel 
CPS8256 option on the 'Printer 
options' menu. All that was 
required to fix it was to 



1^ 
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SPECIAL OFFERS SPECIAL OFFERS SPECIAL OFFERS 



STOP PRESS 

Only E74.99 (RRP £89.99) 

The best DTP package for the PCW we could find! 

Desktop publishing — doing page mal<eup on your computer instead of the old 

cut-and-past method — is the boom area of home computing. All the national 

dailies are switching over to DTP methods — and so are thousands of PCW 

owners. 

Want to try you hand?. 

Stop Press's incredibly versatile and powerful software plus mouse will turn your 

PCW into your very own DTP machine. 

The Swiss-made mouse is probably the best currently available for accuracy, 

speed and reliability and offers high resolution movement all over the screen. The 

software makes the best possible use of this sensitivity, featuring as it does a wide 

range of DTP facilities which would probably cost three times as much on 

higher-priced computers. 

Just a few of the features are:- 

14 different fonts supplied 'Type sizes from 9 to 96 point • Clip 
art ready made to insert into files • Text entered directly or 
imported from word processor • On-screen text formatting, 
including autoflow around a picture • Draw, spray or paint - your 
own designs or those supplied • Up to nine columns per page 

• Bold, italics, underline, reversed boxes • Centering, ragged 
right and literal justification • Prints up to 1 08 pages in one go 
•Shape drawing includes triangles, squares, cubes, circles and 
ellipses • Compatible with digitised pictures form Masterscan, 
Electric Studio Light Pen and the Rombo digitiser. 

• 951 2 compatible using a Epson compatible 
dot matrix printer 

Altogether, this is a superb 
way of getting to grips 
with DTP We don't 
expect to ever offer any 
other DTP package 
through these pages 
again, this is the one we will 
be sticking with because this 
is still the best!. So here's 
your chance to get going. 
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the manufacturers 

recommended 

retail price 

by placing 

an order 

NOW with "- 

our mail 

order 

department on 

0458 74011 

or see the order form on page 125 

Newsletters, fanzines, posters, letter-heads, leaflets, charts, 

graphic business reports, flyers., all are now within reach, allowing your 

imagination as much freedom as possible. 
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PRICES INC CARRIAGE & VAT HOTLINE 0458 74011 




A Complete 
Service in 

Computers & 
Software. 



Miles Better Software 

219/221 Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staffordshire,WS11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



Word Processing 



Locoscript 2 £24.00 

Locoscript 2 + Locospell 2 £33.00 

Locospell 2 £18.70 

Locomail 2 £27.00 

Locofont £17.50 

Lorofont 2 £13,00 

24 Pin Drivers 8256/8512 £21.00 

24 Pin Drivers 9512 £21.00 

Tasword 8000 £17.95 

Tasspell 8000 £1 1.95 

Tasprint £17.95 



Desktop Publishing / Qraphics 



AMX Stop Press £36.40 

AMX Stop Press + Mouse £70.00 

AMX Desktop + Mouse £62.00 

Desktop Publisher + Mouse £62.00 

Master Scan £63.00 

Master Scan + Paint £67.00 

Master Paint £15.00 

Digital Research Draw £29.00 

Digital Research Graph £29.00 



Integrated Packages 



Mini Office Professional + £34.95 

Spell Checker + Thesaunis £18.95 

Plan It £15.00 



Databases 



Masterfile 8000 £30.00 

Datastore II £27.00 

Locofile 8256/8512 £27.00 

Locofile 9512 £27.00 



Utilities & Program Development 



Turbo Pascal £69.00 

C-Basic Compiler £29.00 

Pascal MT+ £29.00 

Rotate £29.00 

Datafax £32.95 

Easy Labeller 8256/8512 £29.00 

Easy Labeller 9512 £29.00 



Spreadsheets 



Supercalc 2 £42.00 

Cracker II £39.00 



Accounting 



Accounts Plus £95.00 

Popular Accounts £69.00 

Invoicing £42.00 

Payroll £42.00 

Money Manager Plus £27.95 

Personal Tax Planner £18.95 

Stockmarket £29.95 



Just a selection from our vast range of computer software. 
All goods sent within 24 hours. 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to: 
"IWiles Better Software" 

Access/Visa orders please phione for immediate dispatch 
Visitors Welcome. 




3 Inch Thesaurus 

for the PCW 8512/9512 with LocoFile 



II NOLI cU'c lobt tor a word wiicn tvpliiL; a LocoScript 

document, the 3 Inch Thesaurus is the answer 

Being a LocoFile datafile means that you can call up the Thesaurus any 

time you are working with LoeoScript - just press a few keys, type in the 

word you want to change, and you jump straight to a list of related words 

Using a special disc format has allowed us to record a Thesaurus datafile 

of over 780K on the disc. 
The 3 Inch Thesaurus is available by mail order for £14.95. If you need a 
copy of LocoFile (for LoeoScript 2) at the same time, we can supply that for 
£28.95 (please specify whether for an 8512 or 9512). 



Three Inch Software, 2nd Floor. 
73 Surbiton Road, Kingston upon Thames, KTl 2HG 
Access/MasterCard orders telephone 01-546-2754 



^ 



The Professional Serial/Parallel Interface 
For The Amstrad PCW 8256 8512 & 9512 



AVAILABLE NOW 
A Choice of Interfaces From 

SCA 

SYSTEMS 

SCA Professional £49.95 
SCA Professional Plus £59.95 

Both prices include VAT please add £1.55 for postage 

*100% Compatible* *Money Back Guarantee* 
Both Models Feature 



*Full Duplex RS232 Serial Port* *Full 8 Bit Parallel Port* 

*Secondary 2 Wire Serial Port* *75 to 19200 Baud* 

*Printed User Manual* *New Stylish Black Case* 



Professional Plus Has All The Above + 

*Real Time Clock* *Calendar* *DemoDisk* 

*Rechargeable Battery Back-Up of Time And Date* 

♦Automatic CP/M Time & Date Stamping* 

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 



SCA Systems Ltd 
61 Ferrlngham Lane 
Ferring West Sussex 



DIRECT ORDER 

HOTLINE 

0903-T00288 



infi 



AMSTRAD 



COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



We repair Amstrad models 464, 664, 6128. 8256. 8512, 

PC 1512 and Amstrad Monitors. 

All repairs carry a 3 month warranty. 

* Maintenance now available in West London ,* 
PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 



SUREDATA 



TELEPHONE: 01-902 5218 



DEPT-I-, UNIT 6 
STANLEY HOUSE 
STANLEY AVENUE 
WEMBLEY, MIDDX HAO 4JB 



m 



I'tiLku nEDin 



CompuTer Supplies Ltd 



ii^/3" DISCS ^^ 

Printer Ribbons 



CF2 



Price per each Ribtx>n 2 6 

Ai™irod9612Cartxin 2.99 275 2, 

9512 carbon 3.20 2.95 2 

8S12/8266/LQ3500cort)or 4.95 4.66 4., 

■8512 LQ3500 carbon 3.99 3.80 3.. 

DMP 2000/3 160/3000 2.80 2.,a0 2.. 

LQ5000 9.95 9.30 8. 

•Canon 1080/1 166 299 286 2, 

•|p»onM,F8iRX80,F8iLX800 2.99 2,75 2.: 

■U80/86GX80 2.80 2.66 2. 

MiCP2200 4.95 4.60 4.: 

•PanmonlcKXP's 3.99 3.80 3.^ 

•SlarLClO 3.50 3.10 2.1 
■ = Colour Ribbons ovoilabte 

Dust Covers 

ForPrintwt ForComputon 

DMP 2000 £5.75 PCW 8256 £6.60 

8256 £6.75 PCW8512 £6.60 

9512 £5.75 PCW9512 £6.60 
MOUSE PAD £4 90 3 "HEAD CLEANER £5 90 
DAiSVWHEELS FOR 9512 £650 
ANnOLARE SCREEN FILTERS 
12" Mono £11.86 
14" Colour £13.86 



MDI2 3"x12 
DISC BOX 

1 11.90 - 
3+ 11.30 
6+ 10.50 



0533 856622 



^E9 S ■<> 20 so 

'I A 11.50 21.80 41.80 99.50 

Computer Paper 

Ploin fanfold, micro pert edges 

Size Weight lOOO's Price per box 

gsm perbx 1 box 3bxs 5bxs 

11x91,4 60 2000 14.96 14.46 13.65 

Hx9>A 70 2000 18.46 1605 1515 

11x9'.* 80 2000 20.25 18.55 16.45 

A411%x9y4 70 2000 20.95 1970 18.45 

A411%x9i/i80 2000 24.55 2306 20.15 



A411%x9'/..90 1G00 14.25 13.15 1415 

Computer Labels 

Continuous tonfold, sprocket fed 
Price pet 1000 1000 3000 6000 

70x362*'4Xl'/i«th 4.85 3.85 3.55 

89x363'/4x1'/i6tti 5.35 450 410 

Please state no of labels across sheet (1 , 2 or 3) 

HOW TO O RDER 

liomidai I — ^z~^^_ 

LEICESTER 0533 856622 

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS 0533 BSB6S4 



MICRO MEDIA DEPT 80+ 

FREEPOST 

LEICESTER LE3 6Z0 

LEICESTIR - 
SORRV NO PERSONAL CmtRS 
POrreUS BAR - PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME - 
MICRO MEDIA Rydol Mount. Boket St.. Potters Bar. Herts. 

Men to Fri lOOOom - 400pm 

I«HaMi:Wllra Lecester - Mon to Fn 8 30am - 6 30om 

I'lJHJilW!^ WITHIN 24 MRS 

■ •HH'iJrVj PLEASE ALLOW 5 DAYS 



MINIMUM ORDER VALUE 



OWP*''-""-"" ■« , J FOR PAYMENT WTTH ORDER 

W - .^ — ''— """" Mm Value £8,90 or £1 50 Handling charge 

* — 'Z Z , fC ACCOUNT CUSTOMERS 

• spnng forward action • 3 file in existing cose Mm, voiije £15 00 ot £3 00 Handling charge 

• Modulor stocking-clip together SPRING CATALOGUE OUT NOW 

• supplied wifti 12 coses & index cards pleah rino or WRrK^rauRVHi <^ 




TIPOFFS 



tick the correct option, 
Mrs L Skipper 
Stockton-on-Tees 

mo PLUS This shouldn't happen but I did 
hear a hint that there just could be a bug to 
this effect in some versions of LocoScript 2. 
If anyone does have a similar problem it's 
worth looking at the printer settings. 



identify its beginning. The next step is to 
mark up all the sectors on the disc. 
These get a sector ID (a number which the 
PCW refers to as an address mark) and 
various other bits of information of use to 
the system (like the CRC number - 
Cyclic Redundancy Check - which is 
used to confirm that the data in a sector 



PROTECT Document 
Page 1 Line 8 



<< No File >> OK 
Col 3 



allard-80 BASIC with Jetsan version 1.29 
(c) Copywright 1984 Loconotive Software Ltd 
ftll rights reserved 

31597 free bytes 



5 liJEM ++PROTECTED++ 
10 PRINT "HELLO" 
Qk 

PRINT PEEK(31382) 
20 
Dk 

POKE 31382,58 
Dk 

LIST 

5 REM ++PROTECTED++ 
Inproper argument 
Dk 
RUN 
HELLO 
Dk 

POKE 31382,20 
)k 

.1ST 

S REM ++PROTECTED++ 
10 PRINT "HELLO" 
DK 



A little demonstration of the effects of poking 31 382 with various numbers while in Basic. 



Poke it and see 



n 



One of the problems in 
Basic is recovering 
programs ttiat have 
been NEWed but are 
suddenly required. 

When the NEW command is 
used, Basic POKES a value of zero 
into memory location 31382 {the 
start of the Basic program area). 
Once this is done, Basic then acts 
as if it had never heard of your 
program. 

To rescue a program running 
under Basic 1 .29 simply POKE 
31 382 with the original number (if 
you know it) or 255, The original 
number lets you RUN and LIST the 
program, 255 only lets you RUN it, 
Steven Byrne 
Manchester 



is uncorrupted). 

If any of these pieces of information 
becomes unreadable the PCW reports a 
missing address mark. As to why they go 
missing, well, if you were whizzed around 
at 300 RPM day in and day out you 'd need 
a holiday too. 

Paper problems 



Bl 



Whereupon 



H What the hell is a Disc 
Address Mark, anyway? 
And more to the point, how 
do they manage to get 
themselves lost, for heaven's sake? 
Shaun Gregory 
Brighton 

8000 PLUS When a disc is formatted one 
of the things done is to mark up the disc so 
that any part of it can be found, like giving 
streets names and houses numbers so that 
you can find the right one. Each track on 
the disc is first given a Header Block to 



I write to ask if you can 
help resolve a problem 
I am experiencing 
onmyPCW9512 
recently purchased. 

The problem arises in using 
different types of paper to which 
Session 20 of the instruction book 
refers, I have tried many times 
following the instructions to change 
the paper size to AS but to no avail. 
The printer prints as though it was 
using A4 and furthermore it is 
double-spaced, 

I have been to the supplier who 
found the same problem on his 
own equipment and could offer no 
advice other than there might be a 
fault in the program or the user 
instructions are wrong. 
E W Merriman 
Lyme Regis 
Dorset 

8000 PLUS Locomotive assure us that 
session 20 is completely accurate (though 
it doesn't explain widths properly - this is 
needed so that the PCW knows how long a 
line is when the paper is printed 
landscape). 



Make sure that having set up your new 
paper type you save it by accepting the 
offer to update your SETTINGS.STD file on 
your start of day disc when you finish. 
Next, ensure that your document is using 
the correct paper type by specifying it in 
the Document set up. Finally, make sure 
that when you come to print it out you use 
the paper type specified in the document 
and not anything different that the printer 
might currently be set up for ff the paper 
type in the document and that in use by the 
printer don 't match change it by pressing 
the [PTR] key followed by the [13] menu. 
The double spacing can only come from a 
controt code embedded in the document 

Key choice 



Numbers game 



■9^H Have you ever decided to 
t'^ ^ give a LocoScript 2 group 



H 



Interesting though Mr Reg 
Osbourne's tipoff on using 
SID to alter Mini Office's 
function keys was, there is 
an easier way to achieve the same 
end from within Mini Office itself. 

Load the Comms package 
from the Main Menu and select 
the Function Keys menu, A sub 
menu will appear offering the 
option to Define Keys, You will 
now be offered a list of eight 
function keys with their current 
definitions. These can be edited 
as normal and then saved when 
you exit. Make sure you save 
them to disc if you intend to use 
them in the future, 
Stephen Mason 
Prating 
Essex 



^1 ■ a number rather than a 
^t^B name - for instance 1 988 
for correspondence for that year? 
Well if you did, then you found that 
LocoScript 2 won't accept a 
number as a Group name. 

There is a way to do it. Press 
[f4] as usual to get the menu 
offering Rename group as an 
option. Now for the trick. Start the 
name with any letter you like and 
then enter the number you want to 
use, so it might be G1988, Now 
move the cursor left with the arrow 
key and simply delete the G, The 
numbers will now happily move into 
the position where you want them 
with no bleep of protest. Press 
[ENTER] and you now have the 
number of your choice as the 
Group name. 

Simon Fischer , 

London 

Line time 

PSl^H The Tipoff sent in by J D 
^£4 WM Grahame (issue 34) on 
wM H constructing a phrase to 
^K^l print a long dash on the 
9512 works less well on the dot 
matrix printer. Much better is 
(+Pitch 12D)-(-Pitch). 
Madelon Burk 
Le Vigan 
France 




From the menu select Define keys which give you access to the current funtion key definitions. 




Once you have the list of current key definitions it's a simple matter to change them to anything you 
want and save them for the future. 
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AT MiCRONET 

WE'RE Really Talking i 



fMS 






.i*"' 



Tt ith Micronet you can turn your 
computer into a communications 
terminal that will download free 
software, access up-to-the minute 
computing information, play exciting 
multi-user games, talk to other people 
(and computers) and a lot more. 

And if you pay for a year's 
subscription in advance we'll even 
give you a modem free when you join. 



Teltai i>ftwar« 
■ Gateway J 



Free So ft warp: 

On Micnmel you can lirowse through 
an extensive software lil)rarv of free 
programs, select one and then 
download it. 

We now have sollware (or all popular 
machines, from the Speclriini to PC 
(■onit)alil)les. inchuling the Atari ST 



nd llu- A 



nil 



r"- 




a 



INKORMATION 

Micronet is also a coiiiiiiilcr magazine 
Our ((iriipulci ricus area is updated 
every (lav. so lliere's no heller wav to 
sla\ ii|)-lo-ilale. and oursollwaie 
re\ iews and lealmes tor all |)opulai" 
niicios mean Micronet memhers are 



always better informed. 

Add to this Prestel's massive database 
and you'll have all the facts at your 



fingertips. 






NTERTAINMENT 

Micronet is not just informative, it's 
also a lot of fun! As a member you'll 
have access to a range of games, 
including the UK's mosi 
popular niidti-user game. 
Shades, where the action is 
live and so are your 
o])ponents 



Communications 

Join Micronet and use your computer 
to communicate with thousands of 
other users. From electronic mail, 
telex and fax to chatlines and 
teleconferencing, Micronet lets you 
do the talking. 



OW L.OST 



A Micronet subscription, 
which includes Prestel, costs 
just £23 a quarter, and using 
Micronet starts at only 50p 
an hour including telephone 
charges! Wherever you are, 

Micronet is just a local phone 

call away. 

Just phone our Sales Desk free on 
0800 200 700 or clip the coupon today 
for a free brochure and details of how 
you can get a free modem. 




Krf,- m.Klfni iillfr a^ailaiiif in llie I Koiily tu iif» incnilifn. »,hLlc sitjcks last. Minimum subscnption penod I year. Prices do not include software or cable. 



GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 




Word Processors 



The PCW already comes bundled with its own 
word processor, so you might not thinl< of buy- 
ing another one as a priority. In fact, whatever 
you may have read in some magazines, 
LocoScript is a pretty good wordprocessor and 
you won't find many editing and layout func- 
tions it doesn't have. Its principal disadvantage 
was its slowness, but the release of Locoscript 
2 has remedied that. 

There are advantages to be had in chang- 
ing. LocoScript cannot run from CP/M, and this 
may cause you trouble. 

Many other word processors have a built-in 
'mailmerger' program. This is a way of doing 
bulk mailshots; you store your address list in a 
data file, and write a letter with labelled gaps 
where you want the names and addresses to 
go. Then, when you print, the letter comes out 
once for each address, with the information in 
its correct place. Also, you often get a spelling 
checker thrown in free - look for one which 
allows its dictionary to be modified so you can 
include non-American spellings. 

One thing's for sure, whatever word proces- 
sor you buy it will be totally different to operate 
from LocoScript. The PCW keyboard is custom 
built to run it, and if you change you may have 
to get used to some arcane choices of keys to 
do even simple operations. Also, you won't be 
able (very easily) to use all the printer styles 
that you can in LocoScript, though there will be 
enough to get by with. 

PROTEXT/ 
POCKET PROTEX 

£59.95/E29.95.Arnor.073368! 

The best CP/M wordprocessor. Very fash^^iffvff^around 
large files, and packed with features. Works with key combiria- 
tions rather than menus, but uses LocoScript keys too. Comes 
complete with a good spelling checker, a lightning 
fast word counter and a very powerful mailmerger. 'Pocket 
Pretext' is a stripped down version - essentially the same 
word processing features, but no spell checker or 
mailmerger, and lacking one or two incidental facilities 
like two column printing. Specify which machine you have 
when buying. 





PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Complete with spelling checker/word counter 

▲ Packed with features, eg. calculate facility, text editor for 
writing programs, 'print to screen' option etc. 

▲ Lets you work with two documents at once 

▲ You can do all of CP/M's functions without leaving Pretext 

▲ Very fast at moving around, doing exchanges and so on 

▲ Extremely powerful and flexible mailmerger 

▼ Forces you to learn another new set of control 
keys to use it 

▼ Not as slick as LocoScript in its printer controls 

ANSIBLEIN 

£29.95 • Ansible Informatii 

Takes a LocoScript file and compiles an alphabetical index 
with page numbers from all the words marked. You mark the 
word to be indexed by using LocoScript's (+RV) code. The 
price includes the AnsibleCheck word counter/proof reader 
program too, which Is also available separately at £14.95. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

▲ LocoScript documents don't have to be converted to ASCII 

▲ Can 'invert' phrases, eg 'Smith, Fred' or 'Fred Smith' 
A Can produce a single index over several different files 

▼ Output index not LocoScript document - must convert it 
T Can only index words appearing literally, not general topics 

EASY LABELLER 

£34.44. M.A.S.S.- 0603 630768 

Labelling program which stores your names and address list 
and will print out in label format selected items from it. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

▲ Useful options like printing out current date 

▲ Good search facilities 

▲ Range of printing options will fit most stationery 
T Data needs an entire disc to itself 

▼ Data entry is slowed by constant returning to main menu 



LOCOSCRIPT 



£24.95- Locomotive SoftwirRi 




As bundled with new 9512, the newWrsion of everyone's first 
wordprocessor If you know how LocoScript 1 works, you'll 
have minimal relearning to do, and it puts right (almost) all the 
defects of the old version at a rock bottom price. Greek and 
Cyrillic alphabets, and even lets you define up to sixteen char- 
acters of your own design. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ 'Find page' command makes moving around faster 

▲ Superb range of foreign accents and symbols available 

▲ Can now drive daisywheel and other printers 

▲ Has DISCKIT'S formatting and copying built into it 

▲ New 300-page manual 

▼ Mailmerger and spelling checker not included 

▼ Inconvenient for regular CP/M users 

▼ Still no word counter! 

▼ Still slow at Find, Exchange and scrolling 

LOCOSPELL 

£19.95 • Locomotive/Amsoft • 0306 740606 

The ultimate spelling checker for LocoScript users. It is run as 
a simple menu choice while you are editing a document nor- 




mally, and you can check either an entire document or only a 

paragraph. When it finds an error, it suggests a correction. 

Reasonably fast, given LocoScript's irrherent sloth. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Runs totally from within LocoScript 

A Can do small sections of a file 

A Suggests alternatives for misspelt words 

A Reformats the text as it makes corrections 

A Provides the much-missed LocoScript word counter 

▼ Can't remove spellings you don't like 

T The manual gets bogged down sometimes 

▼ Slow at scrolling the dictionary window 

LOCOMAIL Ai^ 

£29.95 • Locomotive/Amsoft • 03oVf«WGli6 

As a mailmerger for LocoScript, it's difficult to see how any- 
thing could be better than this. It runs directly from LocoScript, 
and can process any LocoScript commands. Has many 
advanced features and is highly recommended for all 
LocoScript users. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A You don't have to run it from CP/M 
A Can print any LocoScript text formatting commands 
A Can automatically rejustify paragraphs after insertion 
A Can insert numeric calculations into letters 
A Can read data from non-LocoScript (ie. ASCII) files . . 
A Large manual, with example files on disc 
A Poweful selection procedures - like a database 
T Need separate program to sort and filter addresses 
before a print run 

PROSPELL 

£29.95 'Amor. 0733 68909 

A stand-alone spell checker for use with almost any wordpro- 
cessor that runs on the PCWs. Reads LocoScript, WordStar 
and ASCII files, and allows you to make corrections directly, 
view the context, change the dictionary etc. Specify which 
machine when buying. 
PLUSES- MINUSES 

A Checks LocoScript and WordStar documents directly. 
A Displays the context of a suspect word 
A Can edit misspellings directly from Prospell 
A Anagram and crossword solvers too 

▼ Processes files of 15K or more in sections 



POCKET WORDSTAR 

£49.95 • MicroPro/Davis Rubin • 0386 853610 

For many business users, word processing means Word Star 

Almost everything you could need in a text processor is here 

and despite the title this "Pocket" version has all the features 

of the original. Efficient and proven, but now showing its age 

and there are alternatives unless you are committed to 

WordStar already. £20 extra buys the De Luxe version with 

spell checker. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Probably the world's most widely used word-processor 

A Documentation is complex but well-structured 

A Includes a mail merge utility 

A Keystroke commands fully described on on-screen menus 

T Doesn't make full use of the PCW keyboard and printer 

T Page and margin formatting commands awkward to use 
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GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 
NEWWORD 

£69.00 • NewStar Software • 0277 220573 

NewWord exploits the WordStar market by doing the same job 
better. It uses much the same key commands as WordStar 
and will even edit documents prepared under WordStar 
Comes with a spelling checker, and the on-screen help Is bet- 
ter than WordStar's, though the keystokes are still as obscure 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Does everything WordStar does, even reads WordStar files 
▲ Spelling checker included 
A Can un-erase words and lines 
A Onscreen help better than WordStar's 
A Full reformatting of text within mailmerger 

▼ Weak on use of keypad and printer support 

▼ Like WordStar, formatting troubles and obscure commands 

LABEL PRINTER 

£25.00 'Microdraw 0622 685481 

Very similar program to Easy Labeller If not quite as powerful. 

Usual features of a labeller and you can store comments with 

each label's data. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Menus simple - easy to get the program going 

A Fast data entry 

A Can store comments with each entry 

T No import or export of data , 

T Data needs an entire disc to itself 



LOCOKEY 



£14.95 • Locomotive Software • 0306 740606 

This successor to LocoChar is a keyboard customiser which 

means that any key can be made to produce any letter. The 

program will reproduce any one of the sixteen LocoChar- 

defined characters. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Enables customisation to any distribution of 

keyboard letters 
A Handles any combinations of accent and character 
▼ Will only be of limited use 



Icounts 



MONEY MANAG 
PLUS 

£39.95 • Connect Systeml 




The souped-up version of the personal accounts package 

Money Manager which would serve a small business quite 

nicely. It acts as a daily diary, over 12 months, recording all 

incomings and outgoings between up to 9 accounts. Similar 

transactions can be grouped together, and simple reports can 

be printed. Money Manager also available for £24.95 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Simple to use, need no accounts or computer knowledge 

A Standing orders can be defined for each month 

A Detailed and summary statements can be printed out 

A VAT reports can be separated out 

A Can present results as bar charts 

T No audit trail integrity 

▼ The statement format is not very flexible 

▼ Transfers between accounts are not cross-referenced 

VITAL PROCESSOR 
SERIES 

£29.90 each • Vital Software • 0732 810330 

Series of three programs designed to help you look after your 
money and your assets. The Savings Processor Is ideal for 
someone with a portfolio of stocks and shares; it tells you 
your 'net worth' like a balance sheet. The Insurance 
Processor helps you make an inventory of all your posses- 
sions and put a value on them, while the Income Processor 
helps you keep tabs on your Incomings and outgoings. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Income Processor allows you to budget efficiently 
A Insurance Processor can complete inventories 

room by room 
A Savings Processor is a fast and efficient way of keeping 

track of share values 
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▼ You have to be keen to do all the research 

▼ It can be time-consuming 

▼ With the Income Processor, it's difficult getting all the 
information you need from the manual 

T It's not always clear how some of the operations work 

CHECK ACCOUNT II 

£14.95 -Molesoft. 03722 75053 

Written specifically for the home user, this program maintains 
four accounts per disc In familiar bank-statement form. Its 
analysis feature shows trends and forecasts how much you 
can afford to spend. The Interest-estimating feature can keep 
track of Building Society accounts where interest earned 
varies with the amount deposited. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Designed solely for home accounts 
A Easy to learn from demo file 

▼ Relatively slow screen update 

T You have to be organised to keep it up to date 



DIGITA BUSINE 
CONTROLL 

£69.95 • Digita Internationl 




270273 



Not a full accounting system, but a very easy-to-use package 
with an excellent manual. Nominal ledger already set up and you 
can be up and running in minutes. No aged creditor/debtor lists 
can be produced, and problems with VAT handling- not really for 
VAT businesses. For other small business It's very good value. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Delight to use with a very good manual 
A You can get the system working in minutes 
A Financial ratios can be included in reports 

▼ No facility for producing aged debtors/creditors list 

BOOK-KEEPING 
AND ACCOUNTS 

£69 (with invoicing, £80.50; with invoicing and 
stocl(s, £92) • Manx Tapes • 0624 813071 

Recently updated suite of programs advocating a very tradi- 
tional style of double-entry book-keeping. Useful demonstra- 
tion disc also supplied with more than 200 example accounts. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Solid, traditional approach to double-entry book-keeping 
T Program doesn't make full use of the PCW 

▼ Screen prompts not always that helpful 

▼ Written in BASIC, so prone to sluggishness 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

£149.00 • Compact Software Ltd • 0703 611214 

Another very large Integrated package supplied on several 

discs and consisting of sales, purchase and nominal ledger 

together with Invoicing. The package Is available on much 

larger micros, and since the format In which data is produced 

Is the same as on PCWs. the system is particularly suitable for 

users planning to upgrade their hardware at a later date. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Audit trails are an auditor's dream 

A Data can be used in WordStar, Multiplan or SuperCalc 2 

A Superb prepayment facility 

A Can run a number of companies separately 

A Easily transported to bigger computers 

▼ Lots of disc swapping necessary 

▼ Can be slow to use - it runs in Mallard Basic 

▼ Quirks in cash allocation routine and account code system 



M.A.P INTEGRAI 
ACCOUNTS 



n^ 



^ 



£125.00 • IVIAP Systems • 061 6245662/3 

This Is a very powerful package moved onto the PCW at a 
fraction of its cost on larger micros. The size makes it a little 
cumbersome to use, but apart from that there are very few sig- 
nificant problems. The integrated suite Includes the same five 
modules as Camsoft, but they are supplied on four sides of 
disc, making it effectively Impossible for the software to be run 
as an Integrated system on an unexpanded 8256. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A A very comprehensive and professional package 
A Very good audit trails 

A Sales/purchase ledgers can run over different periods 
A Facility for handling prepayments and accruals 
A Able to print full management accounts 
T The size of the programs means lots of disc swapping 
T All normal responses need to be in upper case 



CORNIX SIMPLE 
ACCOUNTS 

£49.95 -Cornix. 0462 682989 

Simple cash-book style package which allows you to keep 
track of debtors and creditors (though not aged ones). Simple 
to use and you can make changes If you make a mistake. Slow 
to use for complex operations and number of entries In given 
period is limited, but very good simple program for small busi- 
nesses. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Simple, easy-to-use program 
A Can correct errors 
A Keeps track of debtors and creditors 
T Slow for complex operations 

▼ Ability to alter figures won't please accounting purists 

CAMSOFT PSIL 

£149.95 • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 

Consists of five Integrated packages: Sales, purchase and 
nominal ledgers. Invoicing and stock control. In terms of 
sophistication It falls somewhere between the Sagesoft pack- 
age and the larger systems from MAP and Compact. But it's 
easier to run than the larger packages since all the software- 
can be squeezed Into the M drive. Good package for a small 
company. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Already set up for 8256 or 851 2 
A No need for pre printed stationery 
A Excellent sort and search facilities 
A Invoices shown on screen as you create them 

▼ Constant need to input full five-digit account codes 

▼ No final accounts reports available on nominal ledger 
T No facility to run the ledgers in different 

accounting periods 

IN BUSINESS 

£149.00 • Cavalier Software • 01-639 6683 

A comprehensive integrated package. Comprises 'Intact' 
accounts and 'Instock' stock control, available separately for 
£59.95 each. Well designed, easy to run and powerful enough 
for most businesses 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Other packages (eg: 'Teleadd' address book) can be added 
A Comprehensive range of features when used as a package 
A Sophisticated pricing and order features in Instock section 
A Flexible accounts, traps most mistakes, useful summaries 
A Interesting forward planning facility in stock control 

▼ Manual gives you a confusing number of options 

SMALL BUSINESS 
ACCOUNTS 

£69.95 'NewStar •0245265017 

Using the split-screen method, the prompt-driven program 

leads you through the hazards of double-entry book-keeping 

as painlessly as possible. Again, very useful demonstration 

files supplied with the program. It also handles VAT easily 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Excellent system of screen prompts 

A Good demonstration files 

A One of the easiest double-entry systems for the novice 

▼ Manual is really for the PC 

SAGE ACCOU 

£87 'Sagesoft' 

An integrated accoun^p%^^^^00f^iing of purchase, 
sales and nominal ledgbrsfl^r another £50 you can buy 
Accounts Plus which also has Invoicing and stock control. 
Aimed at small companies with the emphasis on ease of 
setting up. But a number of limitations, eg. the package cannot 
cope too easily with rapidly Increasing numbers of customers 
and suppliers. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Clean, tidy and logical screen layouts and menus 
A Easy to set up and use with excellent documentation 
A Good audit trails and VAT reports 
A Can produce formatted trial balances 

▼ Restrictive account numbering system 

▼ Only single Nominal ledger and VAT analysis per item 

▼ Does not cater for settlement discounts 
T Won't print remittance advice slips 

T Cramped on 951 2 printer - need 1 7 pitch daisywheel 




BELWARD COMPUTERS 

2, Sherwood Road, Bearwood, Warley, West Midlands, B67 5DE 



Computers: 

Amstrad8256 £320 

Amstrad8512 £400 

Amstrad9512 £425 



Printers: 

Amstrad DMP4000 . 
Juki 6200 DW 


..£269 
..£329 



3' 
3' 


Disc boxes: 

Cap 40 E5.99 


Cap 80... 


£6.99 







Discs: 

3" Maxell each £1.75 




PCW Ribbons: 

Nylon: Black. Brown. Red or 

Green - £4.50 

or 3 for £12 inc delivery 

charges and VAT 


3" Maxell per I0box...£16.10 

31/2" Maxell £0.80 

31/2" Maxell per 10 box .£7.50 



Special Offer: FREE disc box with 10 Box - 3" & 3 1/2" disc orders 



All items (except Ribbons) + delivery and VAT. Delivery: Hardware -£10 per box. 
Software - £5 per box. Postage items - £1 per order P.O. 'Cheque with order please 

THESE ARE BUT A FEW EXAMPLES OF OUR LOW PRICES- PLEASE PHONE FOR OTHERS 
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JIOKST^CD njTTSTfTriO\iG 



Professional Page Make-Up & Laser or 

Linotronic 300 Printout From Your 

PCW8256I8512 Discs 

You wordprocess the text, 

we do the rest! 

Producing a book, booklet, pamphlet, 

brochure, newspaper, newletter, C.V., or 

leaflet? For a free, no obligation quote. 

Tel: 01-450 4767 



gokonda 'J^sponse 'FuBfications, 11 'I'mccnt gardens, London, 9\(yi'2 
7'.RJ. 'Ja?(: 01-208 0QS4 'Ekctronk madboKno: T2:MM]321iO 




SIMPLY - THE BEST! 



MARGIN MAKER 



'A«AA3'Cut Sheet LOCATOR & ALIGNER for PCW 8000 Printers 

Vital when using printed stationary. Save time and paper. 'Waft' up to 

lOOgms paper between arnris and load, accurately! Lock arms anywhere. 

Four scales marked. Simply fitted and adjusted. A real boon. 

"..£xcellent product. MM3 is by far the best 

product of its kind on the market. 

'Your Amstrad PCW November 87 

"Very well designed, extremely well made. You 

would expect it to work well, and it does." 

'Amstrad PCW Magazine' Octol)er 87 

"MM3 must be THE best add-on for the Amstrad 

PCW!" 

Mr. I.T.C.O. Tonbridge 



ONLY 
£1 2.50 



incl. VAT&p+p 

Send addressed adhesive LABEL, with REMITTANCE made out to:- 
"MARGIN MAKER" 

Dept. 8 Box 121 Gresham Road, Staines, Mx. TW18 2AJ. England. 

(Overseas. Add £2.00 Sterline) 
REG. DES. APPLN. No. 1043347 covers "nARGirfMAKER" 'MM3' 



^^(> REPORT 
WRITER? 0^0 
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If you use your computer to produce reports, proposals, quotations, publicity material or 
any otiier type of professional documentation, you will appreciate tne importance of tlie 
presentation of your worlt. 

The first tiling the reader sees is the outer cover of your document, and its appearance is 
vital! 

Now you can create the best impression by binding your documents using our Easy 
Binders. They really are easy to use: all you need is a stapler. They take standard A4 
'>aper and are available in red, white or blue: plain, or with a cutout for the title on your 
irst page. 

They cost only 1.50 each, or ten for 10.00. Order some today! 
ACCESS welcome. Callers by appointment please. VAT included. Please add 75p P&P. 
BLACKMORE ELECTRONICS LTD. 
FREEPOST, Blandford Forum 
Dorset DT11 78 R 

0258 451347 (24hr answerphone) 

4 The Flocks. Blandford Forum 
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QUALITY APPLICATION SOFTWARE FOR PCWs 

LEAGUE TABLES £24 

Applicable most sports, create unlimited leagues, enter results, print results 
and auto-updated tables to chosen format. Menu driven simple entry. 
Locoscript manual. 

COMPETITION FIXTURES £24 

Versatile fixture generator for all sports. Creates fixtures for any number of 
leagues. Up to 4 meetings per season. Stores fixtures, print selections 
whenever required. Ground sharing, dating and editing facilities. Knockout 
draws. Locoscript manual. 

SPECIAL OFFER £40 FOR BOTH 

LARGE SAE FOR DETAILS TELEPHONE 0229 88517 

SPORTSOFT, 16 Orchard Road, Bardsea, 
Ulverston, LA12 9QN 



DATA LINE COMPUTING SERVICES 

For Quality, Reliability And Service 
fast delivery - low prices 



Databases 

At Last Plus £28.95 

Cambase 2 £36.95 

Datastore II £33.95 

DBase II versipn 2.41 £69.95 

Locofile £26.95 

Masterfile 8000 £34.95 

DTP/Graphics 

Desk Top Publisher £21 .95 

Desk Top Pub & Mouse £59.95 

Stop Press £39.95 

Stop Press & Mouse £69.95 

Masterpack £61.95 

Masterpaint £15.95 

MicroDesIgn II NEW £53.95 

IVord Processing 

Locofont {10 fonts) £16.95 

Locomail £28.95 

Locoscript 2 £21.95 

Locoscript 2 + Locospell £31.95 

Locospell £16.95 

Full Pretext £41.95 

Pocket Pretext £27.95 

Pretext Office £29.95 

Educational 

Maths Mania (8-12) £13.95 

Better Spelling ( 9-14) £13.95 

Biology 1&2 (12-16) £18.50 

Chemistry 1&2 (12-16) £18.50 

Physics 1&2 (12-16) £18.50 

LCL Micro English £21.00 

LCL Micro Maths £21.00 

LCL Home College £44.95 

The French Mistress £15.95 

The German Master £15.95 

The Spanish Tutor £15.96 

Training 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £19.95 

Crash Course In Typing £19.95 

Touch 'n' Go £19.95 

Reellime - Locoscript 1/2 £29.95 

Reeltime - Dbase II £29.95 

Reeltime - Supercalc 2 £29.95 

Reeltime - CP/M Computing £29.95 



Leisure 

Batman £11.95 

Brian Cloughs Football £11.95 

Clock Chess 89 £15.95 

Classic Games 4 £15.95 

Classic Invaders £11.95 

Corruption £19.95 

Deluxe Scrabble £14.95 

Fairlightll £15.95 

Fish £19.95 

Guild Of Thieves £19.95 

Head Over Heels £11.95 

Head Coach £13.95 

IngridsBack £14.95 

Jinxstsr £19.95 

Lancelot £14.95 

Lining Daylights £11.95 

Matchday II £11.95 

Starglider £19.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £11.95 

Strike Force Harrier £15.95 

Tetris £14.95 

Time* Magik £11.95 

Tomahawk £15.95 

Trivial Pursuits £15.95 

World Of Soccer £13.95 

Spreadsheets 

Cracker II Turbo £39.95 

Supercalc 2 £57.95 

Accounts 

Money Manager Plus £34.95 

Newstar Small Business Aces £58.95 

Sage Pop Accounts Plus £104.95 

Utilities/General 

Meridian Stock Market £34.95 

Mini Office Pre Plus £34.95 

AMX/Logitech Mouse & I/Face £39.95 

Ribbons (Min 2) 

8 Series Cempat. Fabric £3.50 

8 Series Cempat. M/Strike £3.65 

9512 Amstrad M/Strike £3.45 

Amstrad Daisy Wheels £5.95 

Centronics/RS232 I/Face £46.96 

Amsoft/Maxell Discs 10 x £23.95 



Send 28p stamp ( refundable ) for our lastest catalogue ( please stale macfiine ) 

Cheques/PO's payable to:- 

DATALINE COIMPUTING SERVICES 

14 DUKE STREET WISBECH CAMBS PE13 2AS 

ACCESS/ENQUIRES 7W^ 

TEL: 0945 61736 " ^ 

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 






.POSTAGE AND PACKING. 



GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 

M.A.P PAYROLL 

£60* MAP Systems •061 624 5662 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Can amend and re-run at any stage (even after printing) 
A Cash analysis is broken down into departments 

▲ System prevents re-use or amendment of leavers 

A Can hold up to 40 standard hourly and weekly wage rates 

▼ No SSP calculation facility (but can record all 
amounts paid) 

T Programs necessitate a lot of disc swapping 

▼ No printed record of automatic tax code changes 

SAGESOFT POPULAR 
PAYROLL 

£61 •Sagesott* 091 2131555 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Any or all employees payroll can be rerun at any stage 

A Full pay history available for all employees and leavers 

A Calculates average pay for holidays etc 

A Very easy to install 

▼ Limited number of additions/deductions 

▼ Doesn't print a list of cheques 

▼ No analysis of additions/deductions 

COMPACT PAYROLL 

£99.95 • Compact Software Ltd • 0703 611214 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Supplied with test data 

A Facility to change employees tax codes following budget 

A Can run payroll for several companies 

A Program available for PC compatibles - data transportable 

▼ Must be run from the master discs 

▼ Needs input form and check calculation for each employee 
T Once payslips are printed nothing can be changed 

▼ rvlost expensive payroll program 

CAMSOFT PAYROLL 

£49.95 • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 

PLUSES -MINUSES 



r 



Full payslip displayed on screen, any ftem can be amended 

Facility for freehand narrative on any payslip 

Uses M drive for programs to speed operation 

Built in on-screen help facility 

Search-sort routine for output to screen, pnnter or disc 

Uses alphanumeric employee codes 

Screen m.enus a bit untidy and sometimes difficult to follow 

No listing of cheques 



Utilities 



BRAINSTORM 

£29.99 • Brainstorm Software Ltd • 0895 677845 

A new improved version, reconfigured for easier use on the 
PCW. Works as an 'ideas processor': you throw your ideas 
in any order and then use the program to rearrange them and 
impose a structure. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 



Quick and efficient and easy to use- 
Encourages structured thinking 
Versatile; many different editing facilities 
Results can be fed into a word processor for 
polishing up 

Namesakes must be exact matches 
Ivlanual is on disc, so you can't consult while using 
Brainstorm unless you print it out 



PCW DRAW 

£39.95 • HTB Computing • 0794 516279 

Draughting package written specifically for the PCW 
machines. Program is teaming with features - built-in shapes 
and free-hand drawing facility ■ which, used with practice and 
imagination, could provide professional-looking output. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 



A Very comprehensive text entry and printout format options 
A ZOOlVl facility allows you to edit small sections of a draught 

pixel by pixel 
A Many useful functions: different line thicknesses, hatching .. 

▼ ZOOM facility can't be printed out alone 

T No editing of DETAILS file might prove restricting 

▼ No support for plotting devices like mouse or light-pen 

▼ PCW Draw doesn't consider the PCW's screen aspect ratio: 
on-screen drawings look twice as high as wide 

PCW TOOLKIT 

£19.95 • Moonstone Computing • 041 941 3120 

A user-friendly data recovery package tor the PCW. Provided 
you can find the contents of the damaged file, roll out a new 
one, sector by sector, on M using PASTE, 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A Perfect for the complete novice 
A Clear, confidence-boosting manual 

A Can recover data varying in amounts from a few bytes to a 
complete disc. 

PRO-PERFORMER 

£59.95 • Electromusic Research • 0702 335747 

The only real musical add-on for the PCW. Easy to use 

software runs on CP/M, has a wide variety of powerful 

features and is icon-driven. Sophisticated recording facil 

ities and the program will allow you to save compositions 

as tracks, songs or performances, ideal for pop and 

classical musicians. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Icon-based screen 

A Can record lines independently or in an arrangement 

A Punch-in editing facilities 

A Facility for slow recording and fast playback 

A Step-time recording for strict in tempo lines 

A Tracks can be looped (made to repeat) 

▼ Manual glosses over arrangements 

▼ Can't edit notes individually 

▼ No musical notation anywhere 

JOB ESTIMATING & 
PRODUCT COSTING 

£79.90 each • Cornix Software • 0462 682989 

Both programs aim to provide help to small businesses by 
keeping track of costs. You break down the product you're 
costing or the job you're doing into a series of costing lines - 
recording quantity and price per component. Program analy- 
ses profit margins and can produce customer printouts^^< 
PLUSES • MINUSES ^-^* ^ 

A Excellently-written manuals '' 

A Simple and robust to use 
A Changes in material costings instantly reflected 

n all quotes 
A Neat way of doing on-the-spot quotes 

▼ Only suitable for small to medium-sized 
businesses 

▼ Can't add new components to a description 

"ffiMf DISC 8.2 

£18.95 • Thurston Techniques (0395 277496) • 
8512s only 

Disc of ready-made templates to be used inside LocoScrlpt.2. 
All you have to do is find the particular template to suit your 
requirements and then fill in the details. Vast selection of bor- 
ders Is excellent for personalising labels and envelopes. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A Has included files to complement LocoMail's 

invoicing facilities 
A Very easy to use 
A Vast range of templates available 

▼ Not so good if you don't like lots of visual trimmings 

FORMS BOX 
COMPENDIUM 

£19.95 • Disc Design • 0522 40940 

Fully compatible with LocoScrlpt 1 and 2. this disc provides 70 

different kinds of forms for home and office use. You can either 

fill them In on the screen, save and phnt them out or print them 

out and fill them in later A solid, no frills product. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Very easy to use 

T Will only print out on A4 size paper 



POOLS PREDICTOR 

£15.99 • Corwen Computing • 0490 2902 

This program helps you select the numbers to cross on 
your pools coupon taking its recommendations on the recent 
form of each team or simply on the basis of sequence 
prediction (going on the numbers which have provided 
draws in the past). 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 
A More accurate than the newspaper pundits 

▼ Entering form results from week to week is tedious 

LOCOFONT I 

£19.95 • Locomotive Software (0306 740606) • 
8000s only 

A selection of new fonts to help you break out of the standard 

LocoScript typeface. There's a very good selection of styles to 

choose from: 'handwritten' styles look very good as do the 

Copperplate and Script styles. The Roman and Standard 

fonts are more practical. The new characters are reproduced 

very well indeed. A further six fonts are available, including 

Old English and flowing script, on LocoFont II for £14.95. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Eight new fonts, one coming for free 

A Each style supports all accents, characters, etc. 

A Relatively cheap and easy to use 

A Can break out of that one-pattern printout. 

▼ Can't mix styles in one document 

T Limitations of a 16 dot pattern means that the 
quality cannot be brilliant 



TAS-SIGN 



£29.95 • Tasman Software • 0532 438301 

Takes time to print out but you can print signs of up to five 

lines of text up to seven inches high with up to 32 characters in 

each. Four fonts, eight hatching patterns, and you can print 

lengthways on continuous paper for long signs. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Wide range of fonts and shadings 

A Long signs will print out in 'landscape ' (sideways) format 

T Long signs take time 

▼ Some symbols (yen signs etc) won't print out on PCW 



GILLIGAN'S GUIDE 



£25 -£30 •NGGIIIigan- 0629 56347 



A geographic Information program based on the Ordnance 
Survey system. Concentrates on a given area loosely 15 
square miles: it will list all the places Included on the map in 
alphabetical order with their grid references. Also gives you 
Information about the sites and will locate them on the 
map. You can also interrogate the system so that it only gives 
you details and locations ofsltes of special Interest. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A A thorough, versatile and easy to use package 
A System can be interrogated in a number of 

interesting ways 
A Breaks sites down into areas of specific interest 
A You can commission you own made-to-measure guides 



STAR TRACK 

£14.95 • Discovery Software • 01 840 5252 

A fun and infotmatlve program with which you can display on 
your computer screen all of the 88 constellations and 600 or 
so stars that are recognised by today's astronomers. You can 
also see how their positions in the sky change depending on 
your location (which could be anywhere in the world) and the 
time (any time between WOO and 2999 AD). 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Excellent manual with helpful practice exercises 
A- Comprehensive list of ready-made latitudes and 

longitudes supplied 
A Cycle option transports you forward a month at a time so 

that you can chart the stars' progress 

▼ Screen displays could be more exciting 

▼ Moon and planets aren't included 

DATA DIARY 

£16.95 •A4 Ideas -0249 815082 

More PCW-generated diary inserts for use at home or in the 
office. The program works from within LocoScript so you can 
make use of all LocoScript 2's text and style enhancements. 
Inserts feature year to a page calendars, month at a glance 
planners and page a day formats. 



78 8000 PLUS Augu( 



GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 



PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Buy it at any time of the year and you will be supplied with 

next 12 months' supply 
A 2 versions available - for A4-size and Filofax-size 

printout 
A A solid, no-frills product that's easy to use 



INVESTOR 



£29.95 • B & BB Software • 0240 242946 

Program has been designed to assist the share-owner in 
the management of a portfolio and to help in the choice of 
stiares to buy and sell. It allows up to 300 stocks, shares or 
unit trusts to be kept in its library. Stocks are listed in order of 
their performance and you can call up graphs of price move- 
ment for individual stocks. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A 
A 
A 
A 
T 
▼ 
▼ 



Manual is very easy to follow 

Records share-holdings, dividends and cash accounts 

Dividend printout for tax purposes 

Four methods of share price analysis 

No ability to calculate taxable gains 

Graphs are small and lack expansion facility 

951 2 owners won't be able to print out the graphics 



PERSONAL TAX 
PLANNER 

£24,95 • Diglta International • 0395 270273 

Simple program which asks you all the questions relevant to 

your year 's tax affairs, and prepares your tax return claim (or 

bill!) Can. for example, find out whether married couples 

would be better assessed separately or not. Annual updates 

available. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Simple to use 

A Needs a minimum knowledge of the tax law 

A Forces you to keep your tax details in one place 

▼ Limited application - might only use it once a year 

▼ Can't handle unusual cases 

▼ Program updates (for a new allowance level) cost £1 

KNIFE PLUS 

£19.95 -Hisoft- 0525 718181 

An essential tool for retrieving data from corrupted discs. Knife 

Plus will copy all uncorrupted sectors on to a fresh disc which 

you can then patch up without risking the original. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Copies all uncorrupted data from damaged discs 

A If boot sector damaged, will copy good boot 

sector onto disc 
T Requires some knowledge of basic disc structure 

▼ Manual not written for beginners 



WISE ONE 



£34.95 • Swallowsoft Publications • 0420 63793 

An expert system - you input rules and information and Wise 

One becomes an 'intelligent' program which can, for example, 

do simple diagnoses according to symptoms you type in. From 

PO Box 107. Walton on Thames. Surrey KT12 5PQ. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Power to be genuinely useful 

A Elementary arithmetic 

A Help screens can be set up for the user 

▼ Obscure way of writing rules - need programming instinct 

▼ Manual dry and academic 



FLIPPER 2 ^ ^ 

£29.95 • Software Imperative (0453 886931) • 
9512/8512 only. 

Can do everything the original Flipper did and more. You can 

now flip Mini Office and LocoFlle and will have no problems 

with whatever version of LocoScript you're using. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Easier to install than its predecessor 

A Can flip between environments in as little as 2 seconds 

A Professionally-presented documentation 

A Works with most CP/M programs, LocoScript and BASIC 

T Still won't work with many self-loading games 

▼ Be careful of state of printer and disc drives when flipping. 

SUPER TYPE II 

£14.95 • Digita International • 0395 270273 

A program for users of LocoScript and CP/M programs. 



which modifies the fonts used by the PCW printer. 
SuperType has 4 'business ' and novelty' fonts. It works 
by directly altering the relevant files for LocoScript or 
CP/M. so you only need run it once - after that, the new 
chosen font is available. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Once installed, you can totally forget it's there 

▲ Genuinely useful range of fonts available 

▲ All LocoScripfs print size and style options still work 
▼ You can't mix different fonts in tfie same document 



DAATAFAX 



Basic version £39.95 (with Microfile 
£49.95/with mouse £79.95) • Kempston Data • 
0908677886 

Used with personal ring-binder, it helps you keep track of 

names, addresses and appointments. Prints out data in a form 

that will fit the average organiser. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Flexible and easy to use; saves buying inserts 

▼ Not very sophisticated: keeping it up to date is tedious 



DTP 
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Desktop publishing - or DTP - packages 
enable you to produce your own newsletters 
using your PCW. They come with a variety of 
fonts of a range of sizes for headlines and 
body text and a selection of graphics to include 
in your creations You read in your articles pre- 
pared by a word processor into text boxes. If 
you can't edit the text from within the program, 
you have to go back to your word processor to 
fine-tune the article to fit - this is very tedious. 
Then you put your graphics in graphics boxes, 
make up your headlines, and then lay out your 
publication on the PCW by juggling the posi- 
tion of your boxes on each page. Finally you 
can get a copy of each page on your printer 
(though not if it's a daisywheel, of course, as 
on the 9512) and photocopy the results. 

The results won't be of sufficient quality to 
compete with the professionals, but for club 
and company newsletters, leaflets, posters and 
small publications, DTP could be invaluable. 

FLEET STREET 
EDITOR PLUS 

£49.95. Mlrrorsoft- 01 9281454 

The most versatile and powerful package. You can create tem- 
plate-like 'page dummies' if you use several pages of the same 



format, and handling of text, setting of margins and size of text 
boxes etc. is well controlled. Tends to stop working abruptly for 
no reason though and uses memory space extravagantly. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Versatile integrated package 

▲ Text handling and editing sophisticated and controlled 

▲ Can set up page dummies for regularly used formats 
T Crashes occasionally 

▼ Odd use of memory in text editor 

▼ Still lots of serious bugs even now 

NEWSDESK 
INTERNATIONAL 

£25 (with lightpen £50) • The Electric Studio • 
0462420222 

Versatile package with a very wide range of graphics facilities 

and high quality headline text. Page make-up is flexible. 

though the program can be a bit cumbersome, mainly 

in text handling. Same graphics facilities as Electric 

Studio's Art' package which it supersedes. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Good control over the elements on the page 

A Powerful graphics facilities 

A Good quality print in headlines and large fonts 

A Can use font editor to create your own high quality fonts 

▼ Text handling slow and cumbersome 

▼ Not easy to undo mistakes 

STOP PRESS 

£49.95 -Database -0625 878888 

An excellent DTP Package, very strong on graphics, very well 
designed, and once you get used to it. easy to use. 
Sophisticated text handling features such as autoflow. but 
can 't edit text - that all has to be done in your word processor 
before flowing the text in. A lot of good fonts supplied too. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Excellent graphics facilities, good as any graphics program 

▲ Wide range of text styles 

A fvlenu and key commands system suits beginner and 

expert 
A Text autoflow , . , . 

▼ No text editing ability ' -^ — --^- 

▼ Some quirks in text handling - apostrophes, spacing, etc, 

THE DESKTOP 
PUBLISHER 

£29.95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

Tremendous value for money. Graphics and text boxes can be 
easily moved around and page layout is clear You can edit 
text from within the program, using LocoScript-like commands 
to set bold and italics. Good range of fonts and graphics too. 
at half price of its rivals! Mouse optional for £50 more. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Text editor allows you to edit articles to fit the space eaily 
A Boxes and general layout easy to manipulate 
A Works with three mice, but fine with keyboard alone 
A Half the price of other packages 
A Good range-Qt fonts and graphics, and can 
design your own 

▼ Can't fix size of text boxes - they expand to take 
all the text 

▼ Headlines can look a bit jagged 



NEXT MONTH 



The guide continues with DATABASES, COMMUNICATIONS, EDUCATIONAL 
PACKAGES and PROGRAMMING. After that it's SPREADSHEETS, GRAPHICS 
and GAMES and the month after that it's back to this month's categories. 

Our intention is to keep publishing the three parts of the guide in rotation, 
updating it each month to include all new products. If you would like to see 
other sections of the guide, back issues of 8000 Plus are available form our 
Somerton address at £1 .75 each. 

Meanwhile, If you are aware of any significant errors or omissions in the 
Files as published, please let us know. We want to maintain it as THE 
authoritative guide to PCW software. 
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8000 PLUS SMALm^ADS! 



SCALE DRAWING SOFTWARE, 

for all standard 8000's 

New version II even better. 

Send £30 to:- Mr C Day, 

Blaen-Cwm, Abergorlech Road, 

CARMARTHEN SA32 7LA 
•••*•••••••••• 

dATAdlARY 

LocoScripta. 8/89-8/90 OR 1990. 

A4-format OR Filofax: £16.95 each 

£28.90 pair: (SAE for details): A-4- 

IdEAS, Ttie Old Forge, 

66 Curzon Street, CALNE, Wilts, 

SN11 ODL. 

••••**•••••••• 

AMSTRAD PCW TRAINING 

COURSES 

designed to meet your needs. 

Desktop publistiing, word 

processing etc. 

Phone ICEBREAKER TRAINING 

021-633 3810 

*••••**•••*••• 

PCW SOFTWARE FOR SALE. 

LocoScript 2, LocoSpell and 

LocoFile. New Unused. 

Cost £74.85. Bargain at £45. 

Call Ian on 0491 874408 evenings. 

•••••••••••••• 

LEARN 

LocoScript, LocoMail, LocoFile, 

dBase and Supercalc the easy way, 

from friendly professional lecturer. 

Ring Leslie on 0293 776683 

(Surrey). 



GENUINE REASON FOR SALE: 

Amstrad PCW51 2 Complete with 
daisywheel printer / extra print- 
wheels. Many extras: LocoFile, 
Stop Press DTP/Mouse, Mini ' 
Office, 80004- Back issues. £450 
Phone Brighton (0273) 693000 
••••••••••••** 
CHEAP Z88 OUTFIT 
Including case, mains adaptor, 
serial lead, 128K RAM. All brand 
new. Unwanted gift. £250. 
Tel 01-363 9982 
*•••*••••••••* 

SUPERB POOLS PREDICTOR 

and league table generator 

Can be used for many sports, not 

just soccer. 

Details SAE to Ian Muffett, 

531 Roughwood Road, 

Rockingham Estate, Rotherham, 

South Yorkshire, S61 44X 

• ••*•••••*■*••*• 

ARE YOU FED UP WORKING 

FOR OTHER PEOPLE? 

Well, start working for yourself. 

For details send SAE to; 

INTER-PRINT, 335 Poulton Road, 

Wallasey, Merseyside. L44 4DE 

*•••*•••*•••** 

DR DRAW 

pictures translated to NEWSDESK. 

E2 per picture. 

Enquiries: Mr Gorman, Guildford 

(0483) 579071 evenings. 



FOR SALE 

Amstrad portable with monitor and 
modem. Model no. PPC 640. 

D/Disk and 640K. 
Only six months old. £599.00 

Call 0895 633462 Uxbridge area. 

•••*••••••••♦• 

PCW8256 

Imaculate with Printer, Mouse, 

"Desktop", "At last" - Database. 

"Harrier" "Cricket" backups; blank 

disks, joystick, covers also disk for 

short-wave listener. 

Rarely used, sell £210. Also usual 

LocoScript Utilities all interfaces. 

Tel: 091-373 5112 

• •••*■*•••••♦♦■*•** 

FOR SALE 

Genuine new software: Hitchhikers 

guide to the galaxy £17, the DTP 

£12, Supertype 1 & 2 £15, Locofont 

set1 &2£22, locospell2£12, 

Touch 'n' Go typing Tutor £9. 

Switching machine. 

Prices (ono) inc. postage. 

Tel (0304) 362671 . 

• *••••••••••■** 

AMSTRAD PCW 9512 

Single Drive 51 2K memory, VDU, 

Keyboard, Daisywheel printer. 

Manual, Master discs, LocoScript 2, 

CP/M complete. Plus 5 x 3" discs. 

Little used. £300.00 

Tel: 0728 3106 



BASIC PCW 8256/51 2 

program suitable for secretaries of 

organisations, clubs, societies, etc. 

To facilitate processing of replies 

to surveys, questionnaires, 
or referenda. Contact Joe Brown. 

Tel: 0625 23011 
• •••*•■*•♦*•♦** 

WORDPROCESSING SERVICE 

Margaret Nickolls, 

8 Fisherton Island, Salisbury, 

Wilts, SP2 7TG 

Tel: 0722 25802. 

•••••••••••••♦ 

MOLESEY EDUCATION 

01-941 1364 

PCW8256/512 & 9512 Training 

LocoScript 1 & 2 LocoFile, 

LocoMail etc. Qualified 

experienced teachers. 

Will travel to your home or office 

weekdays/weekends, 

reasonable rates. 

FREE after sen/ice backup. 

SUMMER SPECIAL OFFER 

£1 off membership of the U.K.'s 

premier computer club, all 

machines, amazing selection of 

services & great discounts. 

SAE CCC 28 Criss Grove, 

Gerrards Cross, Bucks, SL9 9HQ. 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. (This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell their 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to other 8000 Plus readers) 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 



Advertisements and are charged at £1 per word. 
(Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad Just fill in this application 
form and send it to us with the correct payment. 



We will then place the ad in the next available 
issue (published 2-7 weeks after we receive your 
order). 

If you wish your address or telephone number 
to be featured in your advert it must be includ- 
ed in the grid below (one word per space). 



I 



Order form send to: SOOO Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, 4 Queen Street, Bath BAl lEJ 



Name 



Address 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

My advertisement is a Private/Trade* Advertisement and 

I enclose pajonent for £ * delete as applicable 



I wish to pay by Cheque/Postal Order/ Access/Visa 
Credit card number _^ 



Telephone - 



Credit card expiry date 

Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 




1.8000 Plus disc labels 

Packet of 20 for £1 

(when ordered with another product) 
Spare labels for your 3" discs in four 
different colours— yellow, green, red, 
blue. Order Code 8013 

2. Copl-Reader 

Tfiis neat and easy copy holder 
features a unique new clip. It can be 
positioned on either side of the monitor, 
and may be swivelled into position for 
best viewing angle, and then to the side 
again when not in use. 
£6.99 Order Code 8075 



III 



HUS 



COLLECTION 



3. Highlighter 
Pens 

Three for £1.50 

For £1.50 you get green, red and 
yellow 8000 Plus-stamped pens in a 
clear plastic wallet. 
Order Code 8001 



4. 8000 plus dust covers 

3 piece set for 8256/851 2 only £1 1 .95 
3 piece set for 9512 only £12.95 

Protect your PCW with these specially- 
commissioned three-piece 8000 
Plus covers. 

Order Code 8005 (8256): 
...8006(9512) 



5. 8000 Plus T-Shirt 

The Truly Terrific American Royal Blue T-shirt 

with the honour of carrying our 8000 Plus logo 

on the left breast. Wear yours with pride and 

set yourself above the rest! 

Price £4.95 

Medium Order Code 8071 

Large Order Code 8072 



6. Magazine Binders 

store up to 12 Issues for just £4.95 

A superb gold-embossed green 
binder. Buy one and watch your 
collection grow into the definitive 
library of PCW information. 
Order Code 8004 
Buy two for £9.00 Order Code 8076 

7. PCW Luggage 

An essential addition for any PCW 
owners who want to ensure against 
accidental knocks when transporting 
their computer. Ideal for writers on 
assignment, businessmen when 
taking the micro to the office, or 
salesmen for demonstrations. 
High density foam padding and a 

water resistant nylon exterior 
make this a strong 
and safe piece of 
luggage, along with 
its adjustable 
shoulder strap and 
sturdy carry handles. 



8000 
PLUS 



AMSTRAD 




8.8256/8512 

Two separated pouches 
for the printer and 
keyboard, that then fit 

neatly into the large case but leave 

room for manuals, etc. 

RRP £44.95 8000 Plus Price £35.95 

Order Code 8074 

9.9512 

Two large 
cases for the 
monitor and 
printer, with a separated 
pouch for the keyboard that 
fits in neatly with the printer 
but leaves room for manuals, etc. 
RRP £58.95 8000 Plus Price £49.95 
Order Code 8073 
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DIALUP PERSONAL 

from PMS Communications. 
RRP £89.95 
8000 Plus Price £69.95 
(Simply the best!!)) 

One of the best communications software 
packages around (and the Editor's favourite!) 
It operates via a series of menus and options. 
Set it up and it's probably the easiest of comms 
packages to use. Works with most modems 
(including the two listed below). 

Order Code 8087 




NEWWORD 2 from Paperback Software 
RRP £69.95 8000 Plus Price £39.95 
(a saving of £30!!) t^mm 

^^PERBACK 
SOFTW/^I^ 



^ 






avcf 







Want to use a 'real' 
wordprocessor? 
Got to upgrade from 
LocoScript? 
Use the industry 
standard, the classic 
WordStar clone. 
Completely compatible 
with PCs — transfer 
your files from 
PCW to PC. 

• 45,000 English 
spellchecker and 
proof reader 

• Extremely fast 

• Dictionary look-up for crossword cheats! 

• Word count facility 

• Full mail-merge facility 

• Undelete command, this allows you to escape from the 
inevitable slip-ups 

• Read-in and edit spreadsheet files from Cracker or SuperCalc 
Easily customisable with on-screen help and very user friendly. 
All in all one of the the best word-processors for any computer, 
not just the PCW. 

Order Code 8082 

5 1/4 INCH DISC DRIVE 

RRP £166.00 8000 Plus Price £135.00 
(a saving of over £30!!) 

Need the extra capacity, capability and 
compatibility that only comes with a 5 1/4 inch 
disc drive?This drive comes complete with 
TDOS which allows MS DOS or PC DOS data 
files to be transferred to your PCW. For 
example, a data file produced on an IBIVI 
compatible machine using Newword PC can be 
transferred to a PCW disc and then, using 
Newword PCW, can be edited in any way. 
Easy and complete installation and operating 
instructions included. ( Works with all PCWs.) 

Order Code 8089 



PACE LINNET 
MODEM 

RRP £174.80 
8000 Plus Price £114.95 
(We doubt you can find 
it cheaper.) 

The best modem in its class. 
The best value for money and an 
ideal choice for both the beginner 
and the hobbyist. 
V21/23 baud rate. 
(See review issue 35) 

Order Code 8088 
or why not go for the 






AMSTRAD SM2400 

RRP £286.35 
8000 Plus Price £207.00 
(Can you find it cheaper than 
£180 plus VAT?) 

At a price level where other modem manufacturers 
offer only 300/300, 1200/75, 1200/1200 baud rates 
(speeds) the Amstrad manages 2400/2400 - twice 
the speed of its nearest competitor (which means 
cheaper phone bills!). Complete with autodial, auto 
answer and totally Hayes compatible, there is 
nothing in its class for this money. 
See the full review in issue 31/35 

Order Code 8090 
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AMSTRADASF9512 Imfw 

from Amstrad Pic 1'^ ^ ** 



BATMAN from Ocean Software 

RRP £14.95 8000 Plus 



AMSTRAD PCW8256/851 2 



RRP £115.00 8000 Plus Price £99.95 

The latest automatic sheet feeder for the 9512 

The ASF9512 is an automatic 
sheet feeder for use with the 
PCW9512. It will hold up to 30 
sheets of paper enabling either 
multi page documents or mail- 
merge letters to the printed 
unattended thereby releasing the 
user for other tasks and improving 
productivity. The sheet feeder can 
be attached or removed in seconds 
leaving the printer to accept 
individual sheets of paper or 
the standard tractor assembly. 

Order Code 8601 





d BASE 11 from Amstrad Pic 
RRP £69.00 8000 Plus Price £49.95 
(can you find it cheaper?) 
The ultimate in relational 
database systems for 
labelling, mail-merge and 
all database applications.. 

The industry standard database 
package and market leader in 
business computing. A database 
that allows the user to design and 
create a database according to his 
needs. Can read files from 
Newword, Cracker, etc. 

Order Code 8085 

HISOFT C from HISOFT 

RRP £49 99 

8000 Plus Price £24.50 (HALF PRICE!!) 

The fastest C compiler for the PCW. Produces fast, good, 

compact code. 

t Full screen editor 

automatically started on 

compilation errors. 
• Friendly English error 

messages and hints on 

how to find bugs. 
This C programming system 
has been carefully designed 
and implemented to make it 
easy for a newcomer to learn 
as well as providing the power 
and flexibility that professional 
programmers need. 

Order Code 8086 



New 
Low 





Fast, Standard 
Integer C Compile 





Price £9.95 (8000s only) 

Robin has been captured by 
Batman's adversaries principally 
the Joker, but with some cunning 
assistance from the Riddler. The 
only hope for escape is to 
assemble the trusty Batcraft, 
whose parts lie scattered around 
the deadly catacombs, then speed 
off to rescue Robin. But, with 
about 1 50 catacombs and a variety 
of villains... you won't find it easy. 

Order Code 8091 



AMS DISC BOX 

RRP £14.95 

8000 Plus PRICE £12.95 
PLUS FREE pack of 20 
8000 Plus disclabels 

The latest high quality anti-static storage box. 
Finished in high impact resistant plastic 

• Hinged smoked perspex lid 

• Key operated security Lock 

• Stepped Base for easy disc selection 

• Attractive design for convenience 
and security 

Order Code 8092 



PRO PERFORMER AND 
INTERFACE from EMR 

Software and Interface RRP £149.85 8000 Plus 
Price £129.95 

Make sweet music on your 
PCW with the EMR 
Pro-Performer software and 
midi-interface; it can 
transform your PCW into a 
music processor. 
"Value for money 5/5" 
8000 Plus Issue 35 

Order Code 8095 
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Subscribe now.. 




12 Issues of the magazine 
delivered to your door, why 
queue only to find out that 
your local newsagent has 
already sold out? 



Guarantee 

If at any time during the 
subscription period you are 
not completely happy with 
our service, we will refund 
the cost of unmailed copies. 

Receive your quarterly 
update of extra special offers 
we either didn't manage to 
squeeze into the magazine 
or that have been replaced 
by new ones. 



... to the best selling magazine for Amstrad PCWs 

at only £20.95... and receive one of the following 

three gifts FREE!! Just take your pick!! 




2 kssss 



PRaBR/\IVJ 
YOUR 





Maiiaid 1 ■ Blackstar from CRL, the 
^^^^ ultimate in adventures (for 

8256 and 8512) Value £19.95 

Order Code 8305 

2. Programming your PCW 
Value £8.50 
Order Code 8302 

3. [\/lallard Basic - Introduction 
& Reference Value £9.95 
Order Code 8304 



Overseas Subscriptions (12 issues oniy) 

Air Mail Europe £35.95 Order code 81 01 A 

Surface Europe and Rest of World £26.95 Order code 8101S 

(For other variations call Christine Stacey on 0458 74011 



See the order form on page 85 



SUBSCRIBE • HOTLINE 0458 74011 • SUBSCRIBE • | 
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BACK ISSUES . . . 

We have limited quantities of the back issues listed 
below. The prices include a nominal 25p postage. 
All issues contain excellent TipOff sections and a 
selection of BASIC listings, plus the other regulars. 
Don't miss the chance to expand your collection! 




Issues 1-13 SOLD OUT 

Issue 14 £1.75 Full review of the PCW 9512. Connecting to a 
synthesizer. LocoScript 2 wallchart. Reviews of Poolswinner, low-cost 
business software, battery backups. Order code 8022 

Issues 15 &16,S0LD OUT! 

Issue 17 £1 ,75 Specialist Software, Stop Press Review. SETKEYS 
command explained. History of computers, series.. 
Order code 8032 

Issue 18 &19 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 20 £1 .75 Computer filofaxes Mini Office tutorial Add your own 
2nd drive Cracker Turbospreadsheet Order Code 80020 

Issue 21 £1 .75 New Locoscript fonts reviewed. Guide to add-ons 
PC?PCW link. Poster printing packages reviewed 
Order Code 80021 

Issues 22 & 23 SOLD OUT - SORRY! 

Issue 24 £1.75 9512 Special Report Four-page features back 
issues index Astrology, cricket, database reviews DIY Graphics 
Mini Office book ,Order Code 80024 

Issue 25 £1 .75 Spreadsheet special Flipper review DIY share 
analysis Home banking Jeffrey Archer & his PCW's GSX graphics 



2nd hand PCW Guide Code 80025 
Issue 26 £1 .75 LocoFile exclusive preview BASIC wallchart 
PCW portable preview Disc doctor LocoScript books Devpac 80 2 
Code 80026 

Issue 27,28 & 23 SOLD OUT!! 

Issue 30 £1 ,75 Speech synthesiser Teach your PCW to talk back 
Transferring files from a PCW to a PC Lightening Basic review. 
Order code 80030 

Issue 31. £1 .75. Writing a thesis, the 'do's' and 'dont's'. Your database 
with Pretext. Amstrad SM2400 Modem. What is C/PM 
Order Code 80031 

Issue 32.£1 .75. Astrology on your PCW. Learning C/PM. PCW User 
Groups. The Amstrad-Sugar story. Publishing books. 
Order Code 80032 

Issue 33 £1.75. Four spreadsheets compared. C/PM for beginners.Five 
budget printers reviewed 

Order Code 80033 

Issue 34 £1.75. Accounting packages reviewed, the full report. Write a 
bestseller. The series on spreadsheets. 
Order Code 80034 



ORDER FORM N0.35 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just list the items you require in the Order Form below 
or ring our 24 - hour hotline on (0458) 74011 and ask for 
Credit Card Orders. All goods are sent by first class 
post, normally within five days of order. But please allow 
28 days in case of temporary shortage. 
New Subscribers please note: 
The first issue of a new subscription will be one or 
two issues away from the one current when you 
place your Subscription Order. 

Please send me the following items from the 
8000 Plus Special Offers pages 

Name 



Order code 


Title 


Price 


1. 






2. 






3. 






4. 






5. 






6. 







Address 



Postcode 



Payment is by (please circle) 

Cheque • PO • Access • 

Make payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 

Your credit card number is 



Visa 



Send this form plus payment to: 

SPECIAL OFFERS • 8000 Plus • SOMERTON 

SOMERSET • TA11 7PY (valid until August 31st 1989) 



Expiry date . 






Pounds Sterling Only Accepted 



■1 
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POSTSCRIPT- 






Creative communications cagily 
considered by a cacographic Ed 



Yes, the pick of the post and with just about every 
subject under the pun. No matter what you've done 
you can tail us about it, so write in with your PCW points 
and pertinent pejoration. Get those pens to paper and 
post the results to 4 Queen St, Bath, BA1 IE J. Don't 



Itk-ilii im^MM.-Miiitl:S I 



Very serious letter 



I am just writing to add my support 
to D M Minterne, re his letter in the 
June issue of 8000 Plus about your 
'jokey' headings; after all this is a 
very serious subject, if not a life 
and death matter. I personally think 
all future letters should be 
published in Latin just to 
emphasise how serious we are. 
Could we also have all future 
listings in machine code please 
and no more games, but instead 
exciting programs to accurately 
predict Brownian Motion, and the 
increase in a body's weight as it 
approaches the speed of light. 

To add insult to the grievous 
injury already done to D M 
Minterne you then captioned his 
article with a very flippant 'No 
fun any more'. Surely a better 
caption would have been 'A very 
serious letter on a matter of the 
utmost gravity'? 

G Crerar Esq 

Tadcaster 

North Yorkshire 

8000 PLUS /A man after my own heart. 
Next month we shall devote 14 pages to an 
in depth analysis of the PCW Bios with 
special emphasis on the code to access 
the expansion port. Enjoy (as our American 
cousins persist in saying). 



The little Psion is just what I need 
for a database for day to day use 
as I travel from call to call, but 
obviously the PCW would add 
much extra convenience and 
more facilities. 

M J IHawthorne 
Stockport 
Cheshire 

8000 PLUS Yes, this is possible and in 
fact we are going to take a look at a few 
pocket computers with a view to using 
them as fully mobile PCW extensions. 



Critical success 



Let's interface on tliis 



Is there any way the Psion XP can 
be interfaced with the PCW8512? 



For some time I have been 
amused by the letters containing 
piffling criticism of the standard of 
the recent editions of 8000 Plus. 
Like a recent correspondent I 
too have been a subscriber from 
issue 1 and it was reading issue 1 
while browsing through the 
magazines in the large news 
agents that persuaded me to 
purchase the PCW8512. This was 
my first experience of computing, 
and I have over the past years 
been not only satisfied with the 
machine, but also by the invaluable 
support provided by 8000 Plus. It 
may not be appreciated by the 
technical types who read the 
magazine that there are those of 
us who find technical matters 
difficult to grasp, and who are 
encouraged by the tongue in 
cheek type of humour which has 
become so much a part of the 
8000 Plus approach. 



I subscribe to the magazine to 
be entertained, advised, and 
educated in matters concerning the 
PCW. I suspect that many many 
more readers also subscribe for 
the same reason, so please keep it 
light, informative and even 
sometimes a little fun. 

Roy Holt 

Lower Stondon 

Beds 

8000 PLUS If we are succeeding in 
entertaining, advising and educating 
(surely not all three at once, can we keep 
up the pace?) then the 8000 Plus cadres 
may well be allowed Sunday afternoons off 
before long. 



Dickv discs 



I have just been reading the June 
Postscript and F James Pickett's 
letter about faulty 9512 ICs that 
boff up discs. I got my 9512 on 10 
March 1989, and ever since I 
started buying more discs and 
using GP/M Plus I've been bugged 
with errors. Every time I use the 
formatting process on Disckit and it 
gets past track 1 1 it starts to get 
tough. The drive makes awful 
noises and the red light flashes on 
and off. Several times it tells you 
that there is no data, missing 
address marks. The disc works OK 
afterwards, but if I use the disc a 
lot sometimes it boffs up. 

I've tried formatting the same 
disc twice and found that errors 
occur in different tracks and 
sectors for every format process. 
The Maxell discs seem to be worst. 

Also, could you tell me how to 
format both sides of a disc. Using 
Disckit, I format both sides. But as 
soon as I format the opposite side 
which I formatted before has had 
its address mark pinched. Is it in 
the drive perhaps? Help! 

Andrew Roberts 

Chelteniiam 

Glos 

8000 PLUS This doesn't sound like IC 
problems to me, more a bad disc drive: it 
should be replaced under warranty Drives 
on a 9512 (and B drives on the 8000 series 
machines) have a double headed disc 
drive that reads and writes to both sides of 
the disc at once. Only one format required. 
But now to the interesting question - what 
is this boffing stuff? 



Comms natural 



It was pleasing to read your article 
on page 26 of the May edition 
about our Bulletin Board. It was 
especially satisfying to be 
"featured". 

The article was a very good 
introduction to using a BBs, but I 



would have been grateful if you 
could have found space to give 
your readers our telephone number 
0753 8681 96 (and for the 
technically inclined, 8-N-1) so that 
they could have a look for 
themselves. All are very welcome. 
Peter Catley - SYSOP 
The CP/M & MSDOS Users' 
Group Bulletin Board, Windsor 
Berkshire 

8000 PLUS Oh well, look on the bright side, 
at least we didn 't get the number wrong. 



Reel sorry 



Please will you correct the 
impression you gave last month 
(Postscript - Better late than never) 
that the Reeltime Complete 
Introduction is a video. It is not. 
Each complete introduction is a 
fully interactive training course pre- 
recorded onto audio tape and disc. 
Jim Gatten 
Marketing Director 
Head-Line Communication 

8000 PLUS It's a fair cop, I admit it, 
guv I was thinking of the wrong product 
and happily concede that an audio 
training system makes much more 
sense. Obviously looking at the screen 
while listening is better than trying to look 
at two sreens. 



Expert advice 



I have a 9512 which I use for 
correspondence, for which I 
need the accompanying 
daisywheel printer. I also write 
books, and I need to print out the 
whole manuscript on completion, 
rather than chapter by chapter 
as it is written. 

The feature article on dot 
matrix printers in your June issue 
implies that I may suffer the break 
down of the daisywheel printer 
during this operation, and that I 
should consider buying an 
additional dot matrix printer. I hope 
this is not in fact so, but would 
welcome your advice. If you think it 
is advisable to buy another printer, 
which would you recommend? 
Finally, could I connect the 
additional printer myself or should 
this be done by an expert? 

G L Wathen 

Rutland 

Leics 

8000 PUiS Daisywheel printers are less 
reliable than dot matrix printers and are 
certainly more likely to break while in use 
(most equipment will last much longer if 
kept unused). The article was not intended 
to worry you, or anyone else, and the 
comments at the beginning were merely to 
point out some of the reasons for 
purchasing an alternative printer 
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-POSTSCRIPT- 



^s to which printer you should buy, 
that's really your decision, but if it's of any 
interest I bought a Star LC-10 myself. You 
need no special skills to attach a second 
printer (presumably you managed with he 
tirst one and the process is very similar). 



Wooden be without it 



Reference the article in last 
month's magazine 'Bench Mark'; I 
was highly delighted to see that 
someone has really achieved 
perfection in wood for the ease of 
ttie computerist. I can vouch for its 
excellence because I did the same 
about a month ago. However, I did 
go one step further, in order to 
make it match the furniture and 
my desk, I stained the wood in 
mahogany. 




I had the wood cut out for me 
at DO-IT-ALL (no charge) and the 
wood cost less than £12 plus the 
stain and screws which I already 
had in. To make the printer secure 
on the top, I positioned and sunk 
six dowels which fit nicely into the 
six holes in the base of the printer. 
I also fitted two shelves below 
so as to provide weight at the 
bottom, and casters of course. 
Not bad for £12 plus less than half 
a days work. 

G and M L Pickup 

Morecambe 

Lanes 

8000 PLUS That article generated a lot of 
interest, which shouldn't have come as a 
surprise PCW owners are the sort who like 
to get things just right, including the 
furniture. Of course, a lot of people really 
need desktop space and even drawers to 
work properly Should there be a follow-up 
article? Has anyone got a set of plans for a 
complete, easy to build, desk? 



Pirates ahoy 



After reading the article by Mr 
Coots (issue 33) I was left with the 



impression that his well thought 
through design for a PCW stand 
and that of a company who 
advertise another stand shared, by 
coincidence, a parallel 
development. Both stands are, to 
understate, not unadjacent in 
function and appearance; in fact Mr 
Coote himself describes the 
commercial version as a 'clone'. 

The fact that the commercial 
version has been advertised, to my 
knowledge, for the past two years 
raises some questions: 
1/ Surely Mr Coote, a former 

lecturer in Craft, has some 

awareness of design 

protection? 
2/ Surely 8000 Plus, a respected 

periodical, is aware of the 

copyright law? 
3/ Surely it would have been 

fairer and clearer to have 

presented the article as a 'How 

to build your own....'? 
4/ And don't call me Shirley. 
I should point out that, other than 
being the satisfied owner of the 
commercial version and checking 
with the company that they don't 
know of Mr Coote, I have no 
connection with either party. 

M S Cunningham 

Greenwich 

London 

8000 PLUS Since no-one is trying to make 
off with Comstax's design in the 
commercial sense I don't think design 
protection really comes into it As for t\Ar 
Coote being unaware of the product, while 
I, too, found it unlikely I saw no reason to 
call him a liar I can only assume, Shirley 
that however unlikely it seems, he buys 
8000 Plus just for the editorial content and 
never reads the advertisements. 



Getting errortable 



You know all those ERROR 
MESSAGES that you just love with 
their user-friendly quips such as B- 
DOS ARRAY DROP 3456 - 
REASSIGN, or whatever. Well, 
here's a chance for the humans to 
get their own back. 

This competition asks for five 
ORIGINAL ERROR MESSAGES 
relating to simple everyday 
activities. Such as: 

1 SHOE-DOS LINK LINE NO 
FUNCTION CALL (Meaning: 
Your shoelaces are undone) 

2 X MOD UP CONNECT 
INCORRECT? (Now you've 
tied both shoes together) 

3 FNF GRG ????????????? 
Face Floor Lower Base proximity 
Mismatch (You've fallen over). 
And so on. The rules are simple. 
Competitors supply five imaginative 
error messages - nothing rude, 
offensive, libelous etc. Well not 
very. Together with their meanings. 



as in the examples above. The 
messages do not need to link 
together in any way, although they 
can. This is up to the writer. 
Judges' decisions as to 
impenetrability, appropriateness, 
humour or othenwise will be final. 
You never know, you might be able 
to sell them to IBM. 

Charlie IHarris 

BRAIN HURT: INSERT AlcoHol 

XXXX Drive MLondon 

gOOO PLUS You could never sell IBM 
anything so sensible. As to competition 
ideas, we were planning to avoid anything 
too subjective - before we know where 
we are it will be prettiest reader in a bikini 
(8000 Plus is an equal opportunity 
employer). 



Two into one 



As I am interested in buying a PCW 
with a view to using Stop Press 
DTP, could you advise me firstly, 
whether an 8256/8512 or 951 2 is 
most suitable and what advantage 
would there be in two drives. 

Mrs Angela Burke 
Hounslow 
Middlesex 

8000 PLUS If vou buy a 9512 then you will 
also need a dot matrix printer to print out ■ 
your hAe'isterverks which will add 
considerably to the price. The advantage of 
a second drive on the 8512 is that it can 
hold 706k of data as against the top drive's 
1 72k per side. In terms of Stop Press 
pages this is 12 pages in the B drive as 
against three pages in the A drive. 



Wish you weren't here 



After a very long wait Mini Office 
Professional Plus is here. But 
'Professional' it certainly ain't! 
Anyone who knows the original 
MOP will find any number of bugs 
in a very short time. My first took 
exactly 30 seconds. And the 
'Special Edition' book relates to the 
original MOP - not the 'Plus' 
version. I thought it did when I 
ordered - the advertising 
suggested it did. 

To other potential MOP users I 
would say; take advice from one 
who spent his dosh then waited, 
waited some more, waited a bit 
longer then got an unusable 
product - read 8000 Plus and wait 
for the all clear. 

Barry Watts 
Hendon 



Morning after 



I received -The Mini Office upgrade 
this morning, but I am far from 
pleased. After waiting nearly four 
months, finding that the package 



does not work is not a pleasant 
experience. 

S J Harris 
Manchester 



Cut short 



I enclose my musings after one day 
of struggling with Mini Office 
Professional Plus. Please feel free 
to edit this and publish it as a letter, 
or use it as source material for an 
article on this supposedly improved 
package, (cont. page 203). 

Andy Williamson 

Gateshead 

Tyne & Wear 

8000 PLUS Andy's letter ran to several 
pages of detailed complaint, as did many 
others - not to mention the phone calls. 
Mini Office was recalled within days of 
release and the whole episode represents 
a dreadful debacle for Database. 

Since, ultimately it is the potential 
customers who are losing out, deprived 
of an eagerly awaited product, there is 
nothing to crow about in the present 
situation However, even a few minutes 
of testing would have demonstrated 
that much was wrong with the product 
Who on Earth authorised its distribution 
without any testing? We should be told. 



In re Lasahold 



Further to my two letters, of May 
1 8th and 1 9th (concerning the 
Amstrad Professional Users Club 
- Ed.), I now learn that the 
Oxfordshire Consumer Advisory 
department has spoken to its 
counterpart in Sunderland, where 
the so-called 'club' operates, and 
that I am not the first person to 
note that what is certainly an 
unethical, and probably an illegal, 
situation exists. Indeed the 
matter has been referred to the 
Trading Standards Office there. It 
will not surprise me to learn that 
either the 'club' or Amstrad or both 
could be prosecuted. 

I suggest that you would 
be strongly advised to disassociate 
yourself from the matter by printing 
a note explaining that the feature 
on Page 12 of your May issue 
could be misleading, because the 
organisation is neither Official nor 
Amstrad, and that the Amstrad 
Logo which they display, though 
apparently used with Amstrad's 
permission, does not in fact 
mean that they are a part of 
that Company. 

I should be interested to know 
if there is any relationship between 
yourselves and Amstrad pic. I am 
virtually sure that there is not. A 
note in your magazine to that 
effect would be desirable, 
but I repeat that I do not 
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POSTSCRIPT- 



feel myself to have been tricked, as 
hias been the case with the 'club'. 
Dr M A T Rogers 
Oxford 

8000 PLUS Future Publishing, wl^o own 
8000 Plus (and six other computer 
magazines dealing with most mainstream 
computers) are an entirely independent 
publishing company having no connection 
with Amstrad, Commodore, Atari, Apple. 
IBM nor any other computer manufacturer 
its magazines write about. 

We've had several letters concerning 
this 'club' since we mentioned it in the 
Clubs article (issue 32). none of which are 
complimentary Lazahold do not appear to 
have their hearts in the enterprise. 



Handle with care 



I have just received Locofile 
the only thing is, I dare not open 
the packagel I thought you and 
your readers may be interested in 
the loose note provided with my 
new Locofile. It reads thus: 
"IMPORTANT PLEASE READ 
CAREFULLY BEFORE OPENING 
THIS PACKAGE. 

This package is only sold on 

the condition that you... agree to 
the following...: 

1 : ... The opening of this package 
will be deemed acceptance of the 
goods as ordered. 
And most interestingly, 
"6: Disclaimer. This package is 
supplied 'as is' without warranty 
of any kind, expressed or implied." 
We all know that in law this is not 
permissible, that anyone can 
return goods if they are faulty, or 
not suitable for the purposes for 
which they were sold etc. Your 
comments would be appreciated. 
N P Fish 
Bristol 

8000 PLUS The first point seems 
reasonable, after all, you could send off for 
software, copy it, and send it back ad 
nauseum. Opening it is proof of 
acceptance (as ordered. Hit weren't 
LocoFile you 'd send it back anyway). 
Number six is lawyer speak for 'don't 
blame us if you use this software to run 
your business and go broke', and as 
you've pointed out, doesn't affect your 
statutory rights to a working product (but 
not to a bug free product - there is no way 
of 'proving' that software is bug free). 

Uy favourite disclaimer came with a 
shareware product whose name I've 
forgotten. Short and to the point it said "We 
accept no responsibility for anything". 



Blaming problems 




"I KMoWH£'<5 LO^fi^e>LB,e>U.T..." 
but print it anyway - Ed). The Star 
LC-10 excited my imagination. It all 
sounded so straight-forward. This 
was not to be the case. 

I spent hour after hour trying to 
get it to work with my Amstrad 
PCW8512 and in desperation 
asked a computer whizz-kid 
neighbour to help. He gave up 
after 1 cups of tea. The printer 
was hooked up as per instructions, 
complete with Centronics inter- 
face, but the PCW did not want to 
know. Where have I gone wrong? 
Artliur Freeman 
Berlchamsted 
Herts 

8000 PLUS Step by step. First, do the self 
test on the LC-10: if this works, check that 
the PCW recognises the interface (it will 
say SlO/Centronics add-on when the 
machine starts). 

Now run DEVICE.COM with the line: 
DEVICE LST:=CEN If you now type [Altjp 
each line of text you type in should be 
echoed to the printer after a [RETURN]. If 
this doesn't happen then the most likely 
problem is a bad ribbon cable. Try the 
printer on another PCW or try another 
cable to confirm the diagnosis. 



Off the job 



Your June issue contained a 
splendid article by Steve Patient 
on the merits and demerits of 6 
different printers (I blusti rvodestly 



I feel it only fair to warn your 
other reader of the perils of 
becoming a victim of your own 
success. I work in the depot 
office of a bus company and 
decided it was high time we were 
brought into the twentieth century, 
I mean, who wants to know how 
to calculate how many tons of 
coal were used to fuel the buses 
1922-1930? 

Because of this, last November 
I went out and bought myself a 
PCW9512. After the initial learning 
I went on to redesigning, updating 
and streamlining all of our office 



systems. So successful has this 
been that I am now out of the very 
job that I set out to make easier. 
While I'm here, I'd like to ask a 
question: how do I get my 
DMP2160toprintallof the 
characters and symbols that 
appear on the 9512 screen? I have 
the FX80_NLQ.PRI, 
FX80_NLQ.#IB and INSTALL .DRV 
files on my Start of day disc. 

Rod Patient (no relation) 
Harlow 

8000 PLUS A likely story Even in Britain 
you usually get promoted for exemplary 
dedication to the job. not sacked: who did 
you upset? And that ridiculous, obviously 
invented name, it's clearly being used to 
protect the guilty 

As far as I'm aware the DMP2160 
can 't produce all the characters you can 
get on screen - for that you need a 24 pin 
printer (so that you can download the 
whole character set to its internal memory). 



An old fool? 



I hope the staff at 8000 Plus realise 
what a charming and intelligent 
Editor they have. I retired early (at 
59), have just read your June 
editorial 'No Fool Like an Old Fool', 
but my comment is, of course, 
totally unbiased. PCW purchased 
as a retirement present to myself, 
never regretted (brief moments of 
black despair excluded) even 
though, early on, I lost an hour's 
typing by trying to get 
margins/layout 100% perfect 
before 'saving'. I did laugh. 

Please retain those touches of 
humour. They ease information into 
the mind and help keep it there. 
Surely any subject could be made 
dull by unrelieved slabs of info? 

H Leslie Griffiths 

Ashtead 

Surrey 

8000 PLUS Oddiv enough my charm and 
intelligence remain unacknowledged in the 
elegant smoked glass spires of Future 
Towers - 1 can't understand it. And what's 
wrong with slabs of information ? Many a 
happy hour have I passed with the 
collected Intel Microprocessor Application 
Notes (All right, it's a lie). 



Terminal condition 



Whilst watching 'Gentlemen and 
Players' last week I noticed that 
when 'Bo' Beaufort was in the 
chairman's palatial office the only 
computer terminal available was a 
PCW 8256 with LocoScript running. 
Whilst this is undoubtedly a 
wonderful machine I was surprised 
that Beaufort was able, with only 
two keystrokes, to obtain an up to 
the minute share price for a rival 
company. What I want to know is 



when can I obtain this remarkable 
add on (LocoShare?) which can 
link an unexpanded 8256 to the 
stock market's computer from 
within LocoScript 1 , without 
needing an RS232/Centronics 
interface or a modem. 

I really think 8000 Plus is 
slipping, your readers expect 
reviews of software of this 
importance before every Tom, Dick 
and Miles is using it. 

Dr Alun Owen Griffiths 
Bradford 

8000 ' PLUS LocoShare (glad to see 
you got the capital S right) is currently 
undergoing beta testing at selected 
pretentious drama series and will not be 
available until the problem of getting 
TOPIC data over a PSTN link via the PSS 
system on a Friday afternoon is sorted out 



REM comment 



In the June issue, you were asking 
for comments about programming 
languages. 

I have been using CBASIC for 
more than eighteen months so far 
without difficulty. You may be 
interested to know that CBASIC 
was used to compile ULTIMATE 
QUIZ and ULTIMATE SUMS. 

On the subject of operating 
speed, I have found CBASIC faster 
than Mallard. Some time ago, the 
magazine published a test program 
in an article comparing Pascal, C 
and Mallard. Out of interest, I 
compiled the same program using 
CBASIC; it ran more quickly than 
any of the times quoted in the 
article. The confusion stems from 
the use of real numbers, CBASIC 
treats real numbers as if a double 
precision number in Mallard. 

On the subject of VDE, (an 
upgraded version of VD02) I have 
found it very easy to use. The 
program is only 16K, so it doesn't 
take up too much space on the 
CBASIC disc. My only difficulty with 
VDE was the Wordstar commands. 
I overcame this with SETKEYS. 

I would recommend VDE to 
any reader who needs a good 
ASCII text editor. If any of your 
readers would like a copy of VDE 
together with the setkey file, I 
would be happy to supply a copy 
for £6.00. 

David Greenhough 

37 Falkland Rd 

Bradford 

YorksBDIOOJT 

5000 PLUS I've always said CBasic was 
great (or do I mean just C?) and you're 
right about the numbers. I believe CBasic 
stores reals in seven bytes (Mallard uses 
five, I think), so manipulating these extra 
bytes slows up the system. 
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PCWDRAW 



ADVERTISERS INDEX 



A full function drafting program - produces clear drawings on your PCW printer. 

Prints across or down page - small drawings can be positioned anywhere on page. 

Menu-driven, pixel accuracy. Draws lines, rectangles, arcs, circles, ellipses 

from simple key strokes. Also freehand sketches with zoom facility 20 fill 

patterns, 3 line thicknesses, 4 line styles. 

Undo and Restore commands, allows backtracking up to 40 steps. 

Four methods for saving all or parts of drawing for re-use. 
Price £39.95 { inc. VAT p&p ) cash with order 



HTB Computers Ltd 

Broadwater House, Broadwater Road, Romsey, Hants S051 8GT 
0794-516279 

An Amstrad Advanced System Centre 



DTP - DESIGNED TO PERFECTION 



LATE EXTRA FOR PCW STOP PRESS 

Fonts, templates and expertise to transform the quality of Stop 

Press text output. An essential utility for producers of A4 and A5 

newsletters. £19.50 in CF2 or CF2DD format. 



DESIGNER STUBBLE FOR "THE DESKTOP PUBLISHER" 

Part 1 - definitive foundation course in newsletter design and 
production. £1 7.50 (CF2) or £1 5.50 (CF2DD). 

Part 2 - extra fonts and advanced techniques (including 

MasterScan graphics). £17.50 (CF2 format only). 

Combined edition - £32.50 (CF2) or £27.50 (CF2DD). 



Exemplary support software from ttie DTP experts: 

EXEMPLAR DESIGN, P.O. BOX 683, BATH BA1 1XU 

Proprietor: J. B. Evans, 20 Grosvenor Place, Bath BA1 6AX 
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Type-through 
Protective 
Keyboard 
Cover 

I Accidents can happen! Avoid costly 

repairs to delicate electronics. 
I Long lasting protection against spills, 

dust, ash, grime etc. 
I Made of clear, flexible PVC moulded 

to each key 
' Available for over 200 popular 

computer keyboards. 

Can be custom-made for any 

push-button machine. 

Manufactured by KADOR in U.K. 



PEACE 'n QUIET : ACOUSTIC BOX for PRINTER 



NOW you can hold a telephone con- 
versation while your printer stays on. 

* Lightweight, compact in silver grey. 

* Optional stand 7cm high. 

* Paper slots for single & continuous 
stationery. 

* Easy DIY & simple to use. 

* Available for most printers. 



ANTI GLARE VDU FILTER RE-INKING SERVICE CONTACT 




Quality 

ultra-fine 

framed 

mesh. 

Easy to 

apply 

velcro 

fittings. 




From £16.50 incl. 



All types of fabric ribbons 
re-inked like new. 
Same day service. 

FREE transporter SAE 
From £1,90eacfi. 



LANGUAGE ciqqs 

CONVERSION E^9|5 



Alters the language c 
your keyboard. 



KADOR 

Unil4. 

Pontycynon Ind. Est. 

Abercynon, Mid Glam. 

CF45 4EP 

Tel: 0443 740281 

Trade Enquiries 

Welcome 



PCW OWNERS IN THE NORTH EAST 



A SHOP THAT UNDERSTATTOS ALL YOUR NEEDS 

WE STOCK THE LARGEST RANGE OF PCW SOFTWARE IN THE AREA 

PCW UPGRADES AND REPAIRS 

AUGUST SPECIAL OFFERS 

Mini Office Professional Plus £34.95 

Locofile £24.95 

Amscase ( Holds 10 3" disks ) £3.99 

3" Disk Drive Cleaning Kit £4.50 

Clean Print - Cleaning Ribbon £6.50 

PCW Printer Ribbons £3.99 

Stop Press £39.95 

MICRO TYME 

(FORMERLY DIXONS COMPUTER CENTRE) 
Leazes Arcade, Leazes Park Road, 
Newcastle on Tyne 
TEL:(091)2614088 ^^^^ 

All Prices include VAT 
and carriage 





A unique publishing support service for writers, 
voluntary groups, small businesses and anyone else 
who needs to get words into print. 

•LASER PRINTING •DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
•EDITING •COMPUTER STYLE CHECKING 
•TRAINING & CONSULTANCY WORK 
• DATA TRANSFER FROM LOCOSCRIPT 

Expert help from experienced writers and 
self -publishers. Realistic fees. Discounts for 
educational groups and charities. 

Contact John Hunt or Penny Hitchin at 
Groundwork, Old Gatehouse, Station Square, 
Grange-over-Sands, LAll 6EH. Tel 05395 33600 



BACKmGE 



LOCOSCRIPT COMPETITION 

This month's competition ensures you'll never have trouble with words again 




Yes, Locomotive have noticed that some people are so 
poor that they can't afford to buy software (see Tipoffs, 
'Brazen Effrontery', issue 31) so they've decided to 
give some away, complete with manuals. 

As we all know by now, LocoScript 2 is more than 
twice as fast as LocoScript 1 ; it will put more hours in your 
day and more fun in your hours. 

Win this easy-to-enter competition and you can become 
the proud possessor of the complete LocoScript 2 suite of 
programs: LocoScript 2, LocoMail, LocoFile, LocoSpell and 
LocoFont - everthing you want from your PCW without ever 
leaving the LocoScript environment. Even formatting your 
discs can be done inside LocoScript when you're running 
the latest version 2 of the best selling word processor for the 



PCW range of machines. 

No, that isn't all. The four lucky runners-up will all get a 
copy of LocoFile, the integrated, easy-to-use, pull-down 
LocoScript database. Not just a database; it can be a diary, 
an aide-memoire, a note pad and much more. No, you can't 
afford to miss this competition, so get down to it right now. 

The two pictures below are not quite identical despite 
first impressions to the contrary. Martin Parfitt, our Art 
Assistant, has introduced five subtle differences. All you 
have to do is send either the original picture or a photocopy 
with the five differences ringed in red. Send your entry on a 
postcard or sealed envelope to LocoScript Competition: 
8000 Plus, 4 Queen St, Bath, BA1 1 EJ. All entries must be 
in by the 24th August. R 





This month - next month 



Vertical software is still an important market and 
we haven't finished with it by any means. If you 
know of any other packages we ought to be 
looking at then let us know. It could be that some 
of them are worth showcasing. 

More than a word processor, but a music centre? Who 
would have thought that the not so humble PCW word 
processor could do so much? This month's MIDI article 
glimpses even more of its hidden talent. Let's hope that 
we can show Composers Pen to go with it before too long. 

New uses for the PCW continue to come to light. Not 
all of them involve new software or specialist activities; 
sometimes just the power of the technology involved 
suggests a new way of doing something - like the family 
newsletter on page 39. A simple idea can be as 
successful as a complex one; all it takes is a fresh 
look at an everyday activity, so get looking and tell us 
what you see. 

Error messages are an interesting study; in many ways 
the PCW and CP/M messages are quite good. Although 
we're not offering any prizes, let's hear your most arcane 
example of an error message, along with the software and 
hardware it comes from. 

The centre feature on modems was long overdue. With 
prices coming down weekly and bulletin boards going up 
all over the place the comms scene has never been 
livelier. We see bulletin boards becoming an extension to 
the activities of many formal clubs as well as other similar 
interest groups and have one or two of the more 
interesting ones in mind to tell you about in detail. We'll 
keep you posted. 



• Locomotive - the driving force 

The company, the men and women behind it and 
the products they've been responsible for. 

• Ram upgrade 

It's the big one from Isenstein. You can now have 
a full megabyte of Ram in your PCW. 

• Micro Design 

Will this new Desktop Publishing program from 
Creative Technology oust Stop Press from number 
one? We put it through its paces. 

• Pascal 

It's time to take an in-depth view of a few 
programming languages. First is Pascal; is it still 
the best choice for a second language? 

• Snail-farming 

The PCW drops a gear or two and heads off to 
Wales to lend a hand on a snail-farm. 

• Magazine writing 

So you want to get some articles into print? It may 
not be as difficult as you think. 

• Heading off 

First of a two parter in which we take you to 
complete mastery of headers and footers in 
LocoScript 1 and 2 
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Don't risklosmQ 
yourvaluabledata 

y Genuine Amsoft 
^Guaranteed Quality and 

Reliability 
► Buy from the UK's 

largest supplier 



fm Clou 

BOXOF oril ^^ ^^ 



^ Holds 10 

uncased 3" Disks 

^ Unique "pop-up" 

feature to display your disks 

W High quality, neat compact design 

0>^PR-90 

^^ EX. VAT 



PCW SOFTWAREiAMS 30L STORAGE BOX 



Orty Compumait ofhi softwm at ««• km prios AND mil GIVE YOU FREE, an 

Atmcan vWHth £7 mth svwy packaga you buy. Huga ranga of otwr nflwafa 

avajtabla at kiw pricay phone faf dateitil 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

NEWSDESK 

INTERItATIOKAL £39.90 

STOP PRESS £39.90 

THE DESKTOP 

PimiSHtn £22.90 



GRAPHICS PACKAGES 
MASTER PAINT £16 90 

THE DESIODP 
PUBLISHER £22.90 



GENERAL 

MAINOfflCE 

PROFESSIONAL £23.90 

GAMES SOFTWARE 
THE PAWN £19.90 

COLOSSUS CHESS £12.90 



WORDPROCESSORS 
PROTEXT £U.90 



DATA 

LOCDRLE 
MASTERFILE 



£23.90 
£3990 



SPREADSHE 

CRACKER TURBO 
SUPERCALC 2 



E T S 
£39.90 
£5390 



ACCOUNTS PACK 

DIGITA BUSINESS 
CONTROaER 
SAGE POPULAR 
ACCOUNTS 



£5490 
£79.90 



AT LASH ITS HERE! 

Just what you'va been waiting fori 

Successor to the net popular AMS 20Lis the al iww 
AMS 30L Dekna Folowing in the footsteps of the 
20L. the UK's best seing 3" disk storage box, the 
AMS 30L is of the highest quality. 

• High impact resistant anti-stalic plastic 
constnictian with insat smoked id penab 

• Hinged Id with key operatad security kKk 

• Stepped base for easy disk selection with 
a capacity hx fifteen 3 " disk& either 
cased or uncased 

• Can accommodate up to thirty 3" 
uncased disks 

• Redesigned Ihnwghout and now 
atti actively finished in grey 




MISCELLANEOUS 



PRINTER RIBBONS IPRINTWHEELS 



Genuine Amstrad or quality compatible ribbons at 
SUPER LOW PRICES! 



GENUINE AIM STRAD PCW 9512 
PRINTWHEELS 




Prices are per ribbon and ex. VAT 




EX. VAT 



CLEANING KITS! MISCELLANEOUS 



CLEARHEAD (3- Drives) 

^ Safer data storage 

y Easy to use 

^ Pmkmgs disk and drive life^ 

£5.90 

CLEANPRINT (PCW Printers) 

^ Removes ink deposits 
^ Maintains print quality 
i Protects and lubncates print head 




SERIES 



£5 



.90 



9 
SERIES 



£5 



20 



LISTING PAPER 

2000 sheets, 

11" xS'/i" 60gsm, 



£13.00 



DUST COVERS 

High quality transparent PVC 
PCW 8 Series - 2 Piece £7.80 
- 3 Piece £8.60 
PCW 9 Series- 2 Piece £7.80 

SCREEN FILTERS 

PCW 8/9 Series 
CPC Mono/Colour 



£14.95 y 
£10.39 .^ 
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Sejvice ^'^^'^ Guarantees ^^|iBack-up j Compumart 



w 



p" Usually same day despatch on most items 

1^ FREE, next working day delrvery on all 
hardware, allow 2-5 days for other items 

^ Large stocks for immediate despatch 

[^ FAST, efficient service 



> 



If any rtem proves to have a manufacturing 
fault within 30 days we will replace free of 
charge or refund in full 

After 30 days and within the warranty period, 
we will repair at our expense 



All Dtices exclusive of VAT 



1> 
[> 
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Friendly advice and after sales support 

Any problems quickly resolved to your 
complete satisfaction 

Special offers to existing customers 
VVe aim to please . . . and usually do! 



Prices/delivery subject to availability and only applicable to UK mainland, N. Ireland and BFPO's. 
Compumart are licensed credit brokers. Simply ask for written details. 



E&OE 



A Great Deal More, For a Good Deal Less 

COMPUMART LTD 
FREEPOST (8 + ) 
LOUGHBOROUGH 
LEICS LE11 OBR 
TEL: 0509 61 0444 
FAX: 0509 610235 
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still the only high-res 

graphics 

spreadsheet 

for the PCW 

family 



The Cracker is a unique spreadsheet for PCW 
users. As well as providing the features and 
facilities of a full function financial and 
scientific spreadsheet, it can create complex 
graphs on the screen and (dot matrix) printer. 

The latest 'turbo' version has speeded up 
screen handling considerably, but still costs 
only £49.95 inc VAT... 

□ A new manual with comprehensive 
indexing and many examples makes 
the power of Cracker accessible to a 
wider audience. 

□ Suitable for simple adding up as well 
as complex structural analysis. 

□ High resolution graphics that can be 
used as a stand-alone graphics 
package or from calculated values: 

Bar charts, stacked bar, hi-lo,pie, line, 
area, XY, LogX:Y, LogX:LogY 

(With multiple labelling options) 

□ A very straightforward upgrade path to 
16 bit editions on PCDOS and CDOS. 

Powerful command structures 

□ DO-WHILE iterative loops. 

□ Day, date and timing functions: 

DATE, DATEAFTER, DAYSAPART 
DELAY, TIMELAPSE etc. 

□ Macro facilities ...and much more! 



Cr€icker: 
Original and still best 



Cracker was originally created over 5 
years ago by Ian Searle to provide himself 
with a range of facilities that he couldn't 
obtain in existing spreadsheet and calc 
programs. 

So Cracker has one of the longest 
pedigrees in the business. The fact that it 
has maintained a consistent interface 
when the numerous enhancements and 
extensions have been added - without 
undermining the basic elegance and 
power of the product - is a tribute to the 
original concept. 

Cracker 2 continues to evolve as a 'live* 
product under current development by its 
original author: few if any other 
full-featured spreadsheets for the PCW 
can make this claim. 



Paperback Software UK Limited 

The Widford Old Rectory, London Road, Chelmsford, CM2 8TE 
telephone 0245 265017, telex 995194 NEWSTA G, Fax 0245 263969 

Paperback Software is available at Comet, Ryman, Dixons, Wilding 

and good computer stores everywhere 




Phone or send for our 
latest catalogue of 
PCW and PC 
software products 



